
 

 

10:41, May 28, 2011
Russia sells 21 helicopters to U.S. forces in Afghanistan  

Russian arms export corporation Rosoboronexport signed a contract with the U.S. Army Forces Command on 
supplying 21 Mi-17V5 multipurpose helicopters to Afghanistan, a spokesman for the Russian Federal Service of 

Military-Technical Cooperation said on Friday. 
 

The United States and Russia have been in talks for more than a year on the deal to provide the much-needed 
vehicles for the NATO mission in Afghanistan, RIA Novosti reported. 

 
The cost of one helicopter has been agreed earlier at 17.5 million U.S. dollars. The first helicopters will be sent to 

Afghanistan in October 2011, said the spokesman. 
 

Besides, Russia will also provide the spare parts, ground support equipment and maintenance service. 
 

The Mi-17 is an export version of the Mi-8 Hip helicopter, which can transport up to 37 passengers. 
 

In May 2010, the United States lifted sanctions against Rosoboronexport. The sanctions were imposed in 2006 after 
the U.S. government accused Rosoboronexport of violating the nuclear nonproliferation regime. 

 
Despite the ban, dozens of Mi-17s have been bought by the United States for Afghanistan and Iraq over the past four 

years via intermediaries to avoid direct contacts with Rosoboronexport.  
 

Source: Xinhua  

 
（Editor：燕勐）

 
 

 

 

   

   

   

 

 

 

 Weekly review  

 

May 20  World Economic Forum China office
marks fifth anniversary

 

May 18  China, Pakistan joined in bonds of
brotherhood

May 20  'Central axis' of Beijing applies for 
world cultural heritage May 20  In pictures: Int'l 'Financial Security' 

symposium opens in Beijing

May 21  The week in pictures May 16  Beijing aims for massive influx of
overseas talent in 2011

May 16  Singapore election coverage shows
Western arrogance May 16  Chinese naval helicopter conducts

target practice in Gulf of Aden

May 17  Strategies for harmony between
militaries of China, US May 17  Pakistani Prime Minister hails China

as true friend
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