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Swedish daily: IDF killed Palestinians for organs

Article published by Aftonbladet reporter claims soldiers snatched Palestinian
youths and returned their dismembered bodies a few days later. Foreign Ministry:
Shocking example of Israel's demonization
Roni Sofer

Leading Swedish daily Aftonbladet claimed in one of its articles that IDF soldiers killed Palestinians
in order to trade in their organs.
 
On Tuesday the Israeli Foreign Ministry responded by saying that the article "is a shocking example
of Israel's demonization." According to the ministry, the Stockholm-based paper accused the Israeli
army of organ theft.
 
The report mentioned Brooklyn resident Levy Izhak Rosenbaum, who is accused of involvement in
the recent human organ-trafficking case that caused a storm in the US and Israel. The report said
Palestinians claim youngsters were forced to give up theirs before being executed. This suspicion,
the report said, may lead to an international war crimes investigation against Israel.
 
The report went on to say that about half of all kidneys used in transplants in Israel since 2000
were purchased illegally in Turkey, Eastern Europe and Latin America, adding that the Israeli
Health Ministry was aware of the phenomenon but did nothing to curb it.
 
Aftonbladet also said Palestinian youths who were snatched from their villages in the middle of the
night were buried after being dismembered. The reporter, Donald Boström, said he was informed of
the alleged atrocities by UN employees while he was working on a book in the West Bank.
 
According to Bostrom, a Palestinian from Nablus who for a number of years headed stone-throwing
attacks against IDF soldiers was shot to death in May because he interfered with the activity of the
"Israeli conquering forces."
 
The reporter quoted Palestinian witnesses as saying that Bilal Ahmad Ranian was shot in the
chest, leg and stomach and then evacuated in serious condition by helicopter to an unknown
location.
 
Five days later, Bostrom said, Ranian's body was returned to his village, wrapped in hospital
bandages.
 
Aftonbladet published a photo of the body, which had a scar running from the face down to the
stomach.
 
In his article Bostrom quoted a number
of Palestinians as saying that their
children were killed by IDF soldiers for their organs.
 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor said in response, "We call on every Swedish citizen who
holds democracy dear to reject these inflammatory (accusations)."
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