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Comments

If President Obama's new Food Safety Working Group dedicates all their time and credentials to prevent future food recalls, they will have saved thousands of
people--but forsaken millions.

Over the last decade, our radically changing diet has ushered in the explosive growth of food-related ailments, such as allergies, asthma, obesity, diabetes,
autism, infertility, gastro-intestinal disorders, and learning disabilities. Of all the changes in our food, the most dangerous transformation was the introduction of
genetically modified (GM) crops.

When these gene-spliced concoctions, such as GM soy, corn, canola, and cottonseed, came on the scene in 1996, the proportion of Americans suffering from
three or more chronic ailments was 7%. After just 9 years, that nearly doubled to 13%. GM foods are the prime suspect.

Government policy at odds with science

Until now, the government has sidestepped the controversy by hiding behind FDA policy, which asserts that genetically modified organisms (GMOs) are
"substantially equivalent" to natural foods and therefore don't require any safety studies. But as Obama acknowledged, "many of the laws and regulations
governing food safety in America" are outdated.

In truth, the FDA's GMO policy was not even up-to-date when it was implemented in May 1992. FDA documents made public from a lawsuit revealed that
virtually all the agency scientists asked to comment voiced strong warnings that GMOs may cause serious health problems. But the FDA was under orders from
the White House to fast track GM foods, and the person in charge of FDA policy was the former attorney of biotech giant Monsanto--and later become their vice
president. The scientists and the science were ignored.

Now that animals fed GMOs--in labs and farms around the world--have exhibited symptoms related to the growing list of diseases in the US population, the

President's Food Safety team, including Dr. Margaret Hamburg as FDA Commissioner, must update GMO regulation. A scientifically sound regulation would
translate into an immediate ban of current GM crops, and the implementation of rigorous safety testing requirements before any GMO was put back into the
food supply. And certainly mandatory labeling, as promised by President Obama during his campaign, must accompany any GM food approval.

Presidents and industry insiders avoid GMOs

The Obama family has wisely opted out of exposing themselves to GM foods by requiring organic--and therefore non-GMO--foods served at the White House.
They are even planting an organic garden on the south lawn of the White House, to feature 55 types of vegetables.

The Bush family also had an organic kitchen policy. Laura Bush was "adamant" about it, but kept it all quiet.

Even at Monsanto, many in-the-know employees won't consume the company's own GM creations. Back in 1999, the management of the cafeteria at
Monsanto's UK headquarters in High Wycombe, England wrote:

"In response to concern raised by our customers . . . we have decided to remove, as far as possible, genetically
modified soy and maize (corn) from all food products served in our restaurant. . . . We have taken the above steps to
ensure that you, the customer, can feel confident in the food we serve."

And one former Monsanto scientist told me that his colleagues, who were safety testing milk from cows injected with the company's genetically engineered
bovine growth hormone, decided to stop drinking milk--unless it was organic.

It's now time to let us all opt out of this dangerous and failed GM experiment. If Obama's team is serious about food safety and public health, they must take
GMOs off our plates and put them back into the laboratory.

Jeffrey M. Smith is the author of Seeds of Deception: Exposing Industry and Government Lies About the Safety of the Genetically Engineered Foods You're Eating and
Genetic Roulette: The Documented Health Risks of Genetically Engineered Foods from Chelsea Green Publishing. Smith worked at a GMO detection laboratory, founded the
Institute for Responsible Technology, and currently lives in lowa—surrounded by genetically modified corn and soybeans. For more information, visit Chelsea Green.

digg stumble reddit del.ico.us ShareThis E!

More in Politics...

lObama Declares Himself President-For-Life (No Fooling!)

Petraeus: Israel Might Attack Iran

EElSarkozy Correct to Shut Down Anglo Saxon...

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jeffrey-smith/will-obamas-food-safety-t b 178127.html  4/2/2009



Jeffrey Smith: Will Obama's Food Safety Team Finally Regulate the Biggest Food Saf... Page 3 of 4

How to make electricity?

Why pay for -alaclrtclty,
while you can make your
own, at home, easily

Click herel
Ads by Google

HACCP

Quality management system for HACCP. Free whitepaper.
www.mavim.com.au/quality-AUS

Comments Pending Comments FAQ: Comments and ModerationFAQ: HuffPost Accounts

7 o Post Comment

Want to reply to a comment? Hint: Click "Reply" at the bottom of the comment; after being approved your comment will appear directly underneath the
comment you replied to

View Comments; Newest First Expand All
-_Shelley Linteau See Profile I'm a Fan of Shelley Linteau permalink
=D

THANK YOU for a well written article.
| was disgruntled to learn about local farmers using GM corn seeds, please continue to raise awareness.

Reply Favorite _Flag as abusive Posted 05:10 PM on 03/31/2009
- Bixx See Profile I'm a Fan of Bixx permalink

The least we should do is have labels indicating genetically engineered food. Most of the developed world has labels ... except the US.

Reply Favorite _Flag as abusive Posted 08:32 AM on 03/29/2009
- Jeffrey Smith - Huffpost Blogger I'm a Fan of Jeffrey Smith permalink

| agree. You can go to our petition for comprehensive labeling, at www.ResponsibleTechnology.org. Scroll down the center
column.
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The speed with which the problems from GMOs could go through our whole food supply is just accelerated by another practice that hasn't had enough
attention... cloning!

I'd read about the FDA's approval of clones for human foods, but I'd heard that there was a moratorium on its use, but now | learned that i was way too
optimistic. It's happening, and it's just increasing. An article in Wired made it sound like scifi and | couldn't quite believe it
(http://iwww.wired.com/medtech/health/magazine/15-11/ff_clonedmeat?currentPage=all)... until | saw that its even become a selling point for companies! I've
seen ads for this Cyclone milk company that uses cloned dairy cows. Food & Water Watch had a good article on it last week, but Im amazed that its not getting
more attention.

http://foodandwaterwatch.org/blog

Is there any regulation of this at all? Could eating clones of animals raised on GM foods threaten our health even more than clones or GMs alone? Or am i just
freaking out at discovering clones and this is an entirely separate issue?

-JDO
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- David Hupp See Profile I'm a Fan of David Hupp permalink

CyClone Dairy is a hoax. A hoax with a very large AdWords (and Facebook ads) budget. And which fails to disclose any affiliations.

According to http://www.williamkwolfrum.com/2009/03/27/the-cyclone-dairy-hoax-leads-to-food-water-watch/ Food & Water Watch created the site to
push their agenda on cloned food, although apparently they deny any involvement. Sketchy.

Not that the cause is wrong. The website is just sketchy.

Reply Favorite Flag as abusive Posted 12:53 PM on 03/31/2009
- Jeffrey Smith - Huffpost Blogger I'm a Fan of Jeffrey Smith permalink

%. They are separate but related. Both may give animals more stress and health issues, all of which can effect the health of
3 consumers. The FDA has abdicated in favor of corporate tinkering.
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