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Primary Cause of Global Warming Discovered,
According to Dr. Peter L. Ward of Teton Tectonics

updated 5:03 p.m. ET Feb. 8, 2009

JACKSON, WY - Sulfur dioxide emitted from

volcanoes and from burning fossil fuel is the

primary initiator of global climate change,

according to Dr. Peter L. Ward, a retired U.S.

Geological Survey scientist who continues to

study the earth and its environment through his

own company, Teton Tectonics. "Carbon dioxide

is a greenhouse gas compounding global

warming, but it is not the initiator of climate

change," according to Ward.

In a paper to be published this week, Ward concludes that sulfur

dioxide emissions regulate the ability of the atmosphere to clean itself

by oxidizing greenhouse gases. Sulfur dioxide reacts quickly with

available oxidants, leaving few to react with other greenhouse gases.

The primary oxidants, created by the effects of ultraviolet sunlight on

ozone, are, like ozone, in limited supply.

Ward observed that the highest rates of global warming in the past

46,000 years occurred precisely when volcanoes were most active.

"When very large volcanic eruptions occur every few months," Ward

says, "rapid warming follows. Too much sulfur dioxide in a short period

of time causes warming."

Story continues below ↓

advertisement | your ad here

Large eruptions in the past 2000 years occurred once per century. Yet

by 1962, human activities were putting as much sulfur dioxide into the

atmosphere every 1.7 years as one of these large eruptions. That was

enough to cause world temperatures to climb rapidly.

Beginning in 1979, global efforts to reduce acid rain cut power-plant

sulfur emissions 18% by 2000. By 2000, global temperature stopped

increasing, a fact unexplained by current climate theories.

"By reducing acid rain, we accidentally reduced global warming," Ward

said. "The problem now is that sulfur dioxide emissions are rapidly

increasing again as new power plants come on line every week around

the world. But we know how to reduce sulfur emissions both technically

and politically. It is much easier to do than reducing carbon dioxide

emissions."
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Ward is holding a press conference at the Swissotel, Edelweiss Room,

323 E. Wacker Dr., Chicago on Wednesday, February 11 at 11 AM.

Ward's paper will be published in the next issue of "Thin Solid Films," a

physics journal published by Elsevier Press, available online at

www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00406090
(doi:10.1016/j.tsf.2009.01.005).

More details including Notes for Science Writers are found at Ward's

website: www.tetontectonics.org.

Contact Peter Ward at 307-733-3664, cell 307-413-4055, or

peward@wyoming.com. He will be available in Chicago February 11

though 15.
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