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Netanyahu Tests Obama, Approves Hundreds of New West Bank Units
New Construction Approved Ahead of Widely Expected "Freeze" in New Approvals
by Jason Ditz, September 04, 2009

With several recent comments suggesting Israel may be just weeks from formally announcing a 6-9 month
“freeze” in new construction in the West Bank, Israeli officials are confirming tonight that Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu is poised to authorize hundreds of new housing units across settlements in the West
Bank, a serious test to the Obama Administration’s repeated demands to stop.

The White House expressed “regret” over the announcement but then went on to praise Israel’s “stated
intent to place limits on settlement activity” and to vow that “the US commitment to Israel’s security is and
will remain unshakeable.”

The Israeli government’s move is likely at least as much about placating its own hawkish coalition partners’
anger about the prospect of a pause in growth in the settlements as it is about testing the Obama
Administration’s apparent 180 on its demands to halt all construction.

It was only last week that President Obama had backed off of materially all the demands it had made to
Israel regarding the settlements, in return for a promise to eventually approve a short term pause in hew
construction: initially reported as “up to a year” but now apparently between six and nine months. Today’s
reaction from the White House certainly suggests this position has not changed.
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Q: Can you swallow? A: Yes we can!
by anti-hyena on 05.09.2009 [18:09 ]
"Netanyahu Tests Obama", one short + curly at time.
But our kneegrabber keeps smilin', remains "flexible".
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