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By the middle of May, when the number of dead bats became clear
and the disease was spreading south, the U.S. government's Fish
And Wildlife Service convened a meeting in West Virginia.

The scientists, park services and biologists who came debated
what to do next.

"We recognize that this truly is a biological crisis," said Mary
Parkin, who is with the northern region of the Fish and Wildlife
Service. "Because it is spreading so fast in an alarming rate."

Parkin says experts recognize the gravity of the situation, but so
far, all they have is hypotheses about the illness and how it's
transmitted. They know that if it continues to spread, some species
could face extinction.
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