Daily Times - Leading News Resource of Pakistan - Israel violated international law i...

sara taseer shoaib
Fine Jeweller,

Main News
National

Islamabad
Karachi
Lahore
Briefs
Foreign
Editorial
Business
Real Estate
Sport

Infotainment

Advertise

External Links
Upperhost.com
Best Web Hosting
Builders
Website Designers

Concert Tickets

Remove Personal
Antivirus

Freelance Jobs
Jobs in Karachi
Online Casino
Ashes Tickets
No Win No Fee
JLS Tickets

Ab Rocket

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009\08\15\story 15-8-2009 pg4 1

Your right to know A new voice for a new Pakistan

Daily Times

THE

DRAWING ROOM
Art Gallery

Click to view the
atest in Pakistani Art

Home | NEW! RSS | Archives | Company Financials | Contact Us | Tuesday, August 18, 2009

Saturday, August 15, 2009

Save 15% on All Courses The Progressive Realist

a metablog about American foreign policy
www.progressiverealist.org

32 Languages to Choose From Use Coupon
Code "Savel5"

MEbyGOOS[E

Share this story! l. Qj’ 25 F T O Ea ﬁ

Israel violated international law in Gaza war: UN

* Report by UN rights chief deplores ‘nearly total impunity’ for violations
ranging from torture, extrajudicial execution, forced eviction, home
demolition to restrictions on freedom of movement

GENEVA: There is significant evidence that Israeli forces violated
international law and human rights in their invasion of Gaza between late
December and mid-January, the United Nations human rights chief said on
Friday.

A report by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay lambasted
the “nearly total impunity” for the violations. The already critical human
rights situation in the occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) deteriorated
further during the war, she said in the report, the first of a series of
periodic reports ordered by the UN Human Rights Council in January
during Israel’s “Operation Cast Lead”.

The 34-page report is one of two - together with a forthcoming one by
South African jurist Richard Goldstone who has been conducting hearings
in Gaza - that will be presented to the council next month. “...significant
prima facie evidence indicates that serious violations of international
humanitarian law as well as gross human rights violations occurred during
the military operations of 27 December 2008 to 18 January 2009, which
were compounded by the blockade that the population of Gaza endured in
the months prior to Operation Cast Lead and which continues,” Pillay said.
Pillay said rights violations included arbitrary detention, torture and ill-
treatment, extrajudicial execution, forced eviction and home demolition,
settlement expansion and related violence and restrictions on freedom of
movement and expression. “While these violations are of deep concern in
their own right, the nearly total impunity that persists for such violations
(regardless of the responsible duty bearer) is of grave concern, and
constitutes a root cause for their persistence,” the former South African
high court judge said.

Pillay’s recommendations included the following:

* Israel should lift the blockade of Gaza and restrictions on movement in
and out of the West Bank, which amount to illegal collective punishment.

* Allegations of violations of humanitarian law and human rights during
the Gaza war should be investigated by independent bodies, and victims
should have the right to reparations.

* Israel should tackle impunity for violations, and curb its use of the
military justice system, which does not meet international standards.

* Israel should end the illegal expansion of settlements in the occupied
territory, halt evictions and demolitions of Palestinian homes, and end
settler violence.

Unlike rulings of the UN Security Council, the findings and
recommendations of the Human Rights Council are not binding. reuters
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