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Israel takes control of more West Bank land
By KARIN LAUB, Associated Press Writer Karin Laub, Associated Press Writer

Mon Feb 16, 7:38 am ET

JERUSALEM - Israel has taken control of a large chunk of land near a
prominent West Bank settlement, paving the way for the possible
construction of 2,500 settlement homes, officials said Monday, in a new
challenge to Mideast peacemaking.
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Successive Israeli governments have broken promises to the United States to
halt settlement expansion, defined by Washington as an obstacle to peace.
Ongoing expansion is likely to create friction not only with the Palestinians,
but with President Barack Obama, whose Mideast envoy, George Mitchell, has

u contact long pushed for a settlement freeze. Obama has said he'd get involved
quickly in Mideast peace efforts.
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inconclusive elections last week. However, right-wing parties are given a
better chance to form a ruling coalition, with hardline leader Benjamin
Netanyahu at the helm.
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Netanyahu supports settlement expansion and has derided peace talks with
the Palestinians as a waste of time, saying he would focus instead of trying to
improve the Palestinian economy. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has
dismissed Netanyahu's approach as a non-starter, and his aides said recently
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The mayor of Efrat, Oded Revivi, said the Israeli military designated 425
acres (172 hectares) near Efrat as so-called state land two weeks ago at the
end of a lengthy appeals process. He said nine appeals were filed by
Palestinian landowners, adding that eight were rejected and one was upheld.

Revivi said Efrat plans to build 2,500 homes on that land, but that several
steps of government approval would still be needed before construction could
begin — a process that could take years. Eventually, Efrat is to grow to a city
of 30,000 people, he said.
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The settlement is situated in one of the three major settlement blocs that

Israel expects to hold on to in any final peace deal. Palestinian reaction to the
latest development was not immediately available.
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Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, Israel's peace partner, warned that
continued settlement expansion would cripple peace talks.
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:: Autodeter-
minazione e
resistenza irakena

di Aldo Bernardini,
Ordinario di Diritto
internazionale
all'Universita di
Teramo

1 ONU - XX
Assemblea Generale
(1965):

La XX Assemblea
Generale dellONU
(1965) dichiara "la
legittimita della lotta
da parte dei popoli
sotto oppressione
coloniale, per
esercitare il loro diritto
all' autodeter-
minazione e
allindipendenza”.
Inoltre, 'Assemblea
invita “tutti gli Stati a
fornire assistenza
morale e materiale ai
movimenti di
liberazione nazionale
nei territori coloniali".

:: ONU - Risoluzione
1514

"L'Assemblea
Generale dichiara che:
la soggezione dei
popoli a dominio
straniero, conquista e
asservimento
costituisce una
negazione dei diritti
umani fondamentali, &
contraria alla Carta
delle Nazioni Unite ed
€ un impedimento alla
promozione della
pace e della
cooperazione
mondiali.

Tutti i popoli hanno
diritto all' autodeter-
minazione; in virtu di
tale diritto essi
devono liberamente
determinare il loro
status politico e
liberamente
perseguire il loro
sviluppo economico,
sociale e culturale”.

:: Convenzione di
Ginevra, Protocollo
Addizionale |1 (1977):
La lotta armata puo
essere usata, come
ultima risorsa, come
mezzo per esercitare
il diritto all' autodeter-
minazione.

:: Tribunale penale
internazionale

In base allo Statuto
del Tribunale penale
internazionale, sono
definiti “crimini di
guerra”:

(1) attacchi lanciati
intenzionalmente
contro popolazione
civili in quanto tali o
contro civiliche non
prendano
direttamente parte
alle ostilita;

(4) attacchi lanciati
intenzionalmente nella
consapevolezza che
gli stessi avranno
come conseguenza la
perdita di vite umane

"We oppose settlement activity in principle and if the settlement activity
doesn't stop, any meetings (with the Israelis) will be worthless," Abbas said.

Nearly 290,000 Israelis live in West Bank settlements today, or 95,000 more
than in May 2001 when Mitchell first called for a settlement freeze. At the
time, he led a fact-finding mission to Israel and the Palestinian territories to
find a way to end months of violence and resume peace talks.

Mitchell called on the Palestinians to halt attacks on Israelis and demanded
that Israel halt construction in settlements.

In other developments Monday, Palestinian rockets exploded in southern
Israel and Israeli jets bombed the Egypt-Gaza border as talks dragged on
over a long-term truce that would bring quiet to the coastal territory.

Israel has been battling Gaza's Hamas rulers, while simultaneously pursuing
a peace agreement with Abbas' rival government in the West Bank.

In Monday's violence, two rockets fired from Gaza landed in Israel, the Israeli
military said, a near-daily occurrence even after the devastating three-week
Israeli offensive that was meant to bring a halt to the fire. No one was
injured, the military said.

Several hours later, Israeli jets bombed an area of smuggling tunnels in the
frontier town of Rafah, according residents and Hamas security officials.
Israel's military said the strike targeted a tunnel used to smuggle weapons in
from Egypt and was retaliation for the rocket fire.

Israel ended its military offensive in Gaza on Jan. 18, and the territory's
Islamic Hamas rulers declared a cease-fire the same day. But sporadic
violence has continued as Egypt tries to mediate a long-term truce.

Hamas is demanding that Israel open Gaza's blockaded border crossings, but
Israel says it will fully open the crossings only after Hamas releases Sgt.
Gilad Schalit, an Israeli tank crewman captured in June 2006. Israel is
allowing in only humanitarian aid, and on Monday was to allow some 200 aid
trucks and fuel for Gaza's power plant to enter the territory, the military said.

Hamas wants Israel to release hundreds of prisoners in return for Schalit,
including high-ranking militants and the masterminds of deadly suicide
bombings.

Israel's top leadership is scheduled to meet this week to formulate a response
to Hamas' demands.
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