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Long term soil devastation in Gaza due to use of white
phosphorus and depleted uranium

PNN

Jan 24, 2009

ImageGaza / PNN – Losses are huge in  the Gaza Strip with  many of the
devastated population still in tears, some little kids afraid to return to school
today.

The environmental effects will  continue to be uncovered for years on lands
that become less fertile with each invasion and home demolition.

The  Agriculture  Minister  in  the  Gaza  Strip  noted  today  that  the  Israeli
military continues to target farmers on their lands near the boundary lines.
Many people are unable to reach the fields. He added on Saturday that in the
Mediterranean just off the Gaza coast Israeli naval ships continue to open fire
on fishermen, preventing them from working.

Financially  speaking it  is  clear  that  reconstruction  costs  in  the  Strip  are
around two billion. The Ministry of Agriculture says that another 170 million
USD is needed for that sector alone.

Agriculture Minister Mohammad Al Agha told a press conference in Gaza City
today  that  nearly  a  thousand water  wells  were  destroyed along with  60
percent of the Strip’s total agricultural land. Included in the 170 million figure
needed  is  the  cost  for  reconstruction  to  the  fishing  industry  in  the
Mediterranean Sea.

"Massive destruction [was] caused in the agricultural and fishing sector of the
Gaza  Strip  through  bulldozing  thousands  of  acres  and  destroying  wells,
agriculture and poultry and livestock farms, fishing ports and fishing boats,
and canning and packaging plants."

Al Agha said that the Israeli military use of "white phosphorus and depleted
uranium have a direct impact on agriculture and public health as the length

Long term soil devastation in Gaza due to use of white phosphorus and ... http://uruknet.info/?p=m51189&hd=&size=1&l=e

1 of 5 1/26/2009 7:54 PM



www.beppegrillo.it

:: If you find this site
informative, please

donate - every
donation helps us keep
up with costs. Thanks.

:: Autodeter-
minazione e
resistenza irakena
di Aldo Bernardini,
Ordinario di Diritto
internazionale
all'Università di
Teramo

:: ONU - XX
Assemblea Generale
(1965):
La XX Assemblea
Generale dell’ONU
(1965) dichiara "la
legittimità della lotta
da parte dei popoli
sotto oppressione
coloniale, per
esercitare il loro diritto
all' autodeter-
minazione e
all'indipendenza".
Inoltre, l'Assemblea
invita "tutti gli Stati a
fornire assistenza
morale e materiale ai
movimenti di
liberazione nazionale
nei territori coloniali".

:: ONU - Risoluzione
1514
"L'Assemblea
Generale dichiara che:
la soggezione dei
popoli a dominio
straniero, conquista e
asservimento
costituisce una
negazione dei diritti
umani fondamentali, è
contraria alla Carta
delle Nazioni Unite ed
è un impedimento alla
promozione della
pace e della
cooperazione
mondiali.
Tutti i popoli hanno
diritto all' autodeter-
minazione; in virtù di
tale diritto essi
devono liberamente
determinare il loro
status politico e
liberamente
perseguire il loro
sviluppo economico,
sociale e culturale".

:: Convenzione di
Ginevra, Protocollo
Addizionale I (1977):

of stay of these toxic substances in the soil will continue to create disastrous
results."

He called in this context for assistance in testing collected soil samples. The
equipment in the Gaza Strip is old and in disrepair due to the ban on imports.
Al  Agha asked that international  and Arab organizations and governments
help move the samples for  outside testing or break the siege to allow the
import of sophisticated lab equipment.
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