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UN official says Gaza school was clearly marked
Claudia Parsons

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 6 2009 (Reuters) - A U.N. official in Gaza said a school
where  dozens of  Palestinians  were  killed by  tank  shells  on  Tuesday  was
clearly marked with a U.N. flag and its location had been reported to Israeli
authorities.

John Ging, director  of  operations in  Gaza for  UNRWA, the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency, said the death toll in the Israeli artillery strike near
the school  in  Jabalya refugee camp was 30 dead with  another  55 people
injured.

Medical officials on the spot have said more than 40 people were killed.
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:: Autodeter-
minazione e
resistenza irakena
di Aldo Bernardini,
Ordinario di Diritto
internazionale
all'Università di
Teramo

:: ONU - XX
Assemblea Generale
(1965):
La XX Assemblea
Generale dell’ONU
(1965) dichiara "la
legittimità della lotta
da parte dei popoli
sotto oppressione
coloniale, per
esercitare il loro diritto
all' autodeter-
minazione e
all'indipendenza".
Inoltre, l'Assemblea
invita "tutti gli Stati a
fornire assistenza
morale e materiale ai
movimenti di
liberazione nazionale
nei territori coloniali".

:: ONU - Risoluzione
1514
"L'Assemblea
Generale dichiara che:
la soggezione dei
popoli a dominio
straniero, conquista e
asservimento
costituisce una
negazione dei diritti
umani fondamentali, è
contraria alla Carta
delle Nazioni Unite ed
è un impedimento alla
promozione della
pace e della
cooperazione
mondiali.
Tutti i popoli hanno
diritto all' autodeter-
minazione; in virtù di
tale diritto essi
devono liberamente
determinare il loro
status politico e
liberamente
perseguire il loro
sviluppo economico,
sociale e culturale".

:: Convenzione di
Ginevra, Protocollo
Addizionale I (1977):

Ging told reporters at U.N. headquarters by videolink from Gaza that three
artillery shells landed at the perimeter of the school where 350 people were
taking shelter.

He said UNRWA regularly provided the Israeli army with exact geographical
coordinates of its facilities and the school was in a built-up area. "Of course it
was entirely inevitable if artillery shells landed in that area there would be a
high number of casualties," he said.

Casualty numbers were still  being assessed but the latest figures were 30
dead and 55 injured, including at least five critically, Ging said.

The Israeli military said it is looking into the incident at al-Fakhora school in
Jabalya on the fourth day of a ground assault launched after a week of air
strikes failed to end Hamas rocket salvos against Israeli towns.

Asked whether Hamas militants were in the area of the Jabalya school at the
time of the strike, Ging said it was the scene of clashes "so there's an intense
military and militant activity in that area."

He said U.N. staff  vetted Palestinians seeking shelter  at  their  facilities to
make sure militants were not taking advantage of them. "So far we've not
had violations by militants of our facilities," he said.

Ging also said three Palestinians were killed in a separate Israeli  air strike
near another U.N. school in an area where there was no fighting at the time.

On Tuesday morning a building next to a U.N. health center was hit by Israeli
fire and 10 people were injured, including seven staff and three patients at
the health center, he said.

Another shell landed near a third U.N. school on Tuesday but it was empty,
Ging said.

He called for an independent investigation of the strikes near U.N. facilities.
(Editing by Alan Elsner)
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