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Following Serious Adverse Reactions
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by Cara McDonough

The country has withdrawn tens of thousands of doses of Gardasil after the
hospitalization of two teenage girls, reinforcing critics” doubts about the
safety of the vaccine.
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Gardasil is a vaccine used to prevent human Buzz up!

papillomavirus, or HPV, which can cause cervical
cancer.

AFP reports that both girls were vaccinated last weekend as part of a
government vaccination program that is targeting adolescents.

Spain’s health ministry said that Gardasil will continue to be
administered but that one batch of the vaccine—batch NH52670—has
been recalled. About 76,000 vaccines from the affected batch have
already been distributed throughout Spain, but chemists have been
instructed to halt sales.

Reuters reports that Sanofi Pasteur MSD, the Sanofi-Merck partnership
that sells the vaccine in Europe, has stated that it is investigating the
incident, but that an adverse event following the shot did not
necessarily mean that Gardasil had caused it.

Other details about the incident, including the girls’ names and the
extent of their illnesses, have not yet been released.

Background: The Gardasil debate

Gardasil has been proven successful
in preventing HPV, and thus cervical
cancer, but a number of doctors,
parents and medical experts have
questioned the vaccine’s safety
since the FDA approved it in 2006.

Sources in this Story

O France 24 (AFP): Spain
withdraws cervical cancer
shot after illnesses

O Reuters: UPDATE 1-Spain
halts batch of Merck's
Gardasil

Despite reports of adverse reactions,
including paralysis and even death,
the vaccine continues to be Medical Necessity or
marketed successfully to teenage Marketing Success?

girls. The FDA, after reviewing 9,700 O findingDulcinea: Agencies
cases of reported health problems Say Gardasil Safe, But Public
following the injection, said the Isn’t So Sure

O findingDulcinea: Gardasil:

Home » Beyond the Headlines » Health

In This Article

Serious Complications after Gardasil

Vaccinations

Background: The Gardasil debate

Reference: Cervical cancer, STDs

View More Health Articles

a Subscribe to Health Updates

Most Popular

1.

Obama Delays Offshore Drilling Plan
for Now

Valentine's Day: Love on the Brain

On This Day: Nelson Mandela
Released From Prison

Ticketmaster and Live Nation
Announce Merger Despite Qutcry

Internet Comments Play Starring
Role in Vytorin Lawsuit

Valentine's Day Gift Ideas

Happy Birthday, Charles Darwin
Developer of the Theory of Natural
Selection

Scientists Gain Insight Into How
People Make “Lucky Guesses”

Amid Bailouts and Bankruptcies,
Companies Cut Corporate Luxury

encontrando

(Tryifl

. Swggat:ch |

', Amore seleclive search EI'IgiI'IE.’.-'I

Read Our Blog

Sign Up for Our
Newsletter

Send Us Feedback

Take the Site Tour

Watch Daily Dulcinea

B3 Live Updates (RSS)

Advertisement

2/13/2009 6:56 AM



Spain Recalls Batch of Gardasil Vaccine Following Serious Adverse R... http://www.findingdulcinea.com/news/health/2009/feb/Spain-Recalls-...

most serious health problems did not | © Medical News Today: Wall

appear to be related to the vaccine. Street Journal Examines
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government continues to Risk Report Reveals More

recommend Gardasil for teenage Serious Reaction Reports

girls. One of the researchers who After Gardasil

helped develop the drug, Dr. Diane

Harper, has been vocal in her

concern that a push by several states and pharmaceutical company
Merck to make the vaccine mandatory is happening far too fast, before
clinical trials reveal any possible risks.

Additionally, the National Vaccine Information Center, a vaccine safety
watchdog group, continues to issue periodic reports questioning
Gardasil’s safety.

Other critics worry that Gardasil is targeting the wrong age group
altogether, saying that middle-school-aged girls who receive the
vaccine will be no more than 18 when they pass its five-year window of
proven effectiveness. Furthermore, many young women’s immune
systems clear the virus within one to two years of contracting it. And
when detected early, HPV can be treated and rarely leads to cancer.

Merck recently sought approval to market Gardasil to males between 9
and 26. HPV causes some cancers in males.

Reference: Cervical cancer, STDs

According to the American Cancer Society, cervical cancer most often

occurs in women in midlife, with most cases found in women under 50

and rarely developing in women under 20. Almost 20 percent of women
are diagnosed with cervical cancer when they are over 65.

Source: American Cancer Society
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Read findingDulcinea’s Web Guide to STDs and STls for detailed online
information about STD prevention, testing and support groups.
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