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:: Autodeter-
minazione e
resistenza irakena

di Aldo Bernardini,
Ordinario di Diritto
internazionale
all'Universita di
Teramo

1 ONU - XX
Assemblea Generale
(1965):

La XX Assemblea
Generale dellONU
(1965) dichiara "la
legittimita della lotta
da parte dei popoli
sotto oppressione
coloniale, per
esercitare il loro diritto
all' autodeter-
minazione e
allindipendenza”.
Inoltre, 'Assemblea
invita “tutti gli Stati a
fornire assistenza
morale e materiale ai
movimenti di
liberazione nazionale
nei territori coloniali".

:: ONU - Risoluzione
1514

"L'Assemblea
Generale dichiara che:
la soggezione dei
popoli a dominio
straniero, conquista e
asservimento
costituisce una
negazione dei diritti
umani fondamentali, &
contraria alla Carta
delle Nazioni Unite ed
€ un impedimento alla
promozione della
pace e della
cooperazione
mondiali.

Tutti i popoli hanno
diritto all' autodeter-
minazione; in virtu di
tale diritto essi
devono liberamente
determinare il loro
status politico e
liberamente
perseguire il loro
sviluppo economico,
sociale e culturale”.

:: Convenzione di
Ginevra, Protocollo
Addizionale |1 (1977):
La lotta armata puo
essere usata, come
ultima risorsa, come
mezzo per esercitare
il diritto all' autodeter-
minazione.

:: Tribunale penale
internazionale

In base allo Statuto
del Tribunale penale
internazionale, sono
definiti “crimini di
guerra”:

(1) attacchi lanciati
intenzionalmente
contro popolazione
civili in quanto tali o
contro civiliche non
prendano
direttamente parte
alle ostilita;

(4) attacchi lanciati
intenzionalmente nella
consapevolezza che
gli stessi avranno
come conseguenza la
perdita di vite umane

"The UNRWA said that all of their schools are busy in both shifts and the
Education Ministry allowed us to use three of their big schools in the
afternoon shifts,"” Salem said.

More than 37 primary and secondary schools in Gaza were destroyed or
damaged in three weeks of Israeli air, sea and land attacks.

"Schools have been already overcrowded before the loss of classrooms during
the war,” Moahmmed Asgool, Education Minister in the Gaza government,
told IOL.

Gaza's 521 schools had been forced to operate morning and afternoon shifts
of no more than four hours each to accommodate 450,000 students.

"To use a school for only four or five hours isn’'t enough for our teaching
program,” laments Salem.

His school, once the jewel of Gaza's education system, teaches in English and
follows a US curriculum.

It used to offer field hockey and American football to children from

kindergarten through 12th grade.
Traumatized Students

Despite the devastation, schools across Gaza opened their doors a few days
after the end of the Israeli deadliest offensive to help children get back to
normal life.

UNRWA reopened on January 24 all of its 221 schools, which accommodate
some 200,000 students in Gaza.

"We have done our best to make some improvements on the rooms in order
to let students attend their schools,” Adnan Abu Hasna, UNRWA spokesman,
told IOL.

"We decided not to ignore the stress they have lived during the war and the
psychological sufferings they still live in."

UNRWA has deployed some 200 counselors to help children like Abeer
Hammoud, a primary school student.

"I've lost all of my books and my school uniform when my house was
attacked," she said in a somber voice.

Across Gaza, health workers say many children, including those who did not
lose family members or their homes, are suffering post-war trauma.

The Gaza Mental Health Program has been seeking to locate distressed
students in hospitals, schools and kindergartens.

Amer Hussien, 9, has a million question on his mind to ask.

"Why were our schools destroyed? Why were our books and notebooks torn?
Are we doomed to live all our lives in suffering?" asks the grief-stricken boy.

"What was our sin to be punished like this?"
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