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December 22, 2003: Most 9/11 Victims’ Families Accept Cash
Settlement from US Government, While Some Sue
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Member Relatives of September 11 Victims

Beverly Eckert was a participant or observer in the following events:

The deadline arrives for 9/11 victims’ relatives to apply for government
compensation. [TORONTO STAR, 12/23/2003] By receiving an award from the fund,
families give up their right to sue the airlines, airports, security companies, or
other US organizations that may be faulted for negligence and inadequate
security measures. [CBS NEWS, 3/7/2002; USA TODAY, 7/13/2003; WASHINGTON POST,

9/10/2003] Relatives may still sue “knowing participants in the hijacking
conspiracy” without losing compensation. [USA TODAY, 7/13/2003] Ninety-seven
per cent of the 2,973 eligible families apply to the fund; compensation
averages about $2.1 million per family. However, 70 families decide to forego
the fund, and instead sue various government agencies and private companies
for alleged negligence. [NEW YORK TIMES, 6/16/2004; GUARDIAN, 6/16/2004] Widow
Beverly Eckert explains her decision: “I am suing because unlike other
investigative avenues… my lawsuit requires all testimony be given under oath
and fully uses powers to compel evidence. The victims’ fund was not created
in a spirit of compassion.… Lawmakers capped the liability of the airlines at
the behest of lobbyists who descended on Washington while the September 11
fires still smoldered.” [USA TODAY, 12/19/2003]
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Developing and maintaining
this site is very labor
intensive. If you find it useful,
please give us a hand and
donate what you can.
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