
Talkbacks for this article: 12

IDF Chief of Staff Lt.-Gen. Gabi Ashkenazi
Photo: AP [file]

SLIDESHOW: Israel & Region  |  World

RSS | Advertise With Us | Blogs | Judaica Gifts |  
18 Tishrei 5770, Tuesday, October 6, 2009 22:03 IST | 

Web JPost.com 

Subscribe! Judaica Gifts

RSS Feeds E-mail Edition

Podcasts Archives

Home Headlines Iranian Threat Jewish World Opinion Business Real Estate Local Israel Blogs Arts & Culture Français Classifieds 

Israel Middle East International Health & Sci-Tech Features Travel Cafe Oleh Magazine Sports Israel Guide Subscribe Services

Islamic Movement
leader Salah
arrested for
incitement
Comments: 60

Temple Mount
access to remain
restricted
Comments: 17

US may leave
missile defense
systems in Israel
Comments: 13

RECENT POSTS

"Palestinians cannot
afford to lose American
president's support"

What Gallup tells us
about Jews' support for
Obama

COLUMNISTS

Isi Leibler
Marginalize the
renegades

Jeff Barak
Israel's
selective fight
against

anti-Semitism

FEATURED BLOGGERS

David Harris
American Jews at
the Center of
Things

Window Israel
The third
intifada?

JPost.com » Israel Palestine-Gaza Conflict » Article

Oct 4, 2009 20:01 | Updated Oct 5, 2009 8:05

Ashkenazi holds secret talks in France
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IDF Chief of General Staff Lt.-Gen. Gabi Ashkenazi flew secretly to France on Sunday for
meetings with Adm. Michael Mullen, the chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Gen.
Jean-Louis Georgelin, the chief of the French Defense Staff.

Ashkenazi left Israel early on Sunday
morning and flew to Normandy, where he
met with Mullen. The two have
developed a close relationship since
Ashkenazi was appointed chief of
General Staff in 2007 and they reportedly
speak at least once a week by phone.

Ashkenazi's trip to France came amid
continued warnings that senior IDF
officers could be arrested in Europe for
their involvement in Operation Cast Lead
in the Gaza Strip in December 2008 and
January 2009. Last week, a Palestinian
group petitioned a court in London to
issue an arrest warrant for Defense
Minister Ehud Barak, who was visiting
the British capital.

The meeting in Normandy focused on
assessments regarding Iran, Syria,
Hizbullah and the joint Israeli-US Juniper
Cobra missile defense exercise that is
scheduled to start later this month. The
exercise will include the Israeli Arrow missile defense system as well as three American
systems - the THAAD, Aegis and PAC3 - that will all be deployed in Israel for the duration
of the exercise.

In the evening, Ashkenazi flew to Paris, where he met with the local Israeli Defense
Ministry mission as well as with Georgelin. The two generals discussed Israeli-French
cooperation, and particularly the situation in Lebanon. France is a major force contributor
to UNIFIL.

Ads by Google Aid Israel Helping Israel Tour Israeli Artist



SECRET: White Teeth Trick
Dentists don't want you to know
about THIS teeth...
www.consumertipsweekly.net
Discount Flights
Save on Airfare by Comparing Fares
from All the Major Travel...
www.BookingBuddy.com
HP Image Print 2009
The HP Tradeshow is Virtual; the
Savings are Real. Register Now!
www.hp.com

  Buy a link here  

     

more specials

Georgian Wedding - 1990
Only: $1,490

Mud Treat Shampoo –
Natural Flea Prevention
Only: $15.90

Word of the day:
mineral water

JPOST.COM EXTRA!

Special Reports

Learn Hebrew 

Brain Games

Audio Programs

Map of Israel

Israel Resources

Obituaries

Weather

Shabbat Times

Financial Tables

Cartoon 

Sudoku

Specials

Ashkenazi and Georgelin also discussed developments in Iran. Last month, the French
general said that military intervention was not a viable option to prevent Iran from obtaining
a nuclear capability. He said that a military strike was too risky.

Georgelin said it would be difficult to plan
an operation in Iran, because there's no
guarantee that one shot would solve the
problem. And "if you fail in one shot, it is
a catastrophe," he said.

In his most recent public remarks on Iran,
Ashkenazi said in a radio interview last
month that "the best way to deal with [the
Iranian nuclear threat] is with sanctions,
but if [these don't work], Israel has the
right to defend itself, and all means can
be used to achieve this."

Ashkenazi said a nuclear-armed Iran
would be a "threat to the whole world."

When asked what his recommendation would be if the political echelon asked to consult
him on a military strike, Ashkenazi declined to answer.
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