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In the evening, Ashkenazi flew to Paris, where he met with the local Israeli Defense Ty

Ministry mission as well as with Georgelin. The two generals discussed Israeli-French
cooperation, and particularly the situation in Lebanon. France is a major force contributor
to UNIFIL.
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Ashkenazi and Georgelin also discussed developments in Iran. Last month, the French
general said that military intervention was not a viable option to prevent Iran from obtaining
a nuclear capability. He said that a military strike was too risky.
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Georgelin said it would be difficult to plan
an operation in Iran, because there's no
guarantee that one shot would solve the
problem. And "if you fail in one shot, it is
a catastrophe," he said.
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In his most recent public remarks on Iran, — . of
Ashkenazi said in a radio interview last [o.i the Week
month that "the best way to deal with [the

Iranian nuclear threat] is with sanctions,
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but if [these don't work], Israel has the
right to defend itself, and all means can
be used to achieve this."
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Ashkenazi said a nuclear-armed Iran
would be a "threat to the whole world."

When asked what his recommendation would be if the political echelon asked to consult
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