U.S. West Nile virus<br>matches Israeli strain
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WND Directory WASHINGTON — The strain of West Nile virus spreading

WND Superstore rapidly across the country is a genetic match to one found in

Page 1 News Israel, indicating the U.S. bug came from the Middle East, says

%N%News a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention scientist.

Commentary "The virus that was introduced into New York in 1999 is

WND Money closely related to a virus in Israel," which has infected

Diversions hundreds of Israelis, said Harry Savage, a CDC researcher. "So
WND TV/Radio it at least indicates that it came from that part of the world."
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G2 Bulletin Federal scientists, however, are still trying to figure out how

Red Alert the mosquito-borne virus jumped the Atlantic, an unusual feat.
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kills relatively few and does not spread through human-to-
human contact, Savage says. A blood-borne virus, its vector is
mosquitoes, which can be controlled through water abatement
and malathion spraying.

"There are lots of better weapons, if you want a weapon," he
said.

Still, the death toll from West Nile has climbed to five in
Louisiana alone, pushing total deaths nationwide to more than
20. And the CDC has rushed teams of doctors and scientists to
the swampy state.

The brain-swelling disease has swept across more than half the
states now and will hit all 50 within two years, epidemiologists
predict. Relief from this year's outbreak isn't likely to come

until October, when temperatures cool and viral growth slows.

So if not by bioterrorism, how was the virus introduced to
America?

Epidemiologists and virologists offer three possibilities, all of
which they admit are not highly feasible.

One is through an infected traveler. But that's not likely
because humans usually don't have enough of the virus in their
blood cells to act as a host for other mosquitoes, who in turn
would spread it.

The second scenario is through an infected bird, which would
provide a rich vector for the virus. But there are few birds
imported from the Middle East.

The third way West Nile may have entered the U.S. is through
a virus-carrying mosquito itself. Perhaps it came through a
New York harbor. But that's not likely, either, since
mosquitoes have a short life span.

Some point to government or university labs as the source.

Researchers were working on a West Nile virus vaccine in
New York, Maryland and Washington, D.C., around the same
time the virus first showed up in dead crows. Hundreds of
infected crows have been found in the Washington area,
including at the White House, which is near an Army medical
facility that experimented with West Nile virus vaccines.

As part of experiments, researchers in New York and
elsewhere injected crows with West Nile.

Some most affected by the virus (which is also quite lethal to
horses), such as ranchers and horse trainers and breeders, can't
understand why the government hasn't been able to solve the

mystery.

"We have some of the best epidemiologists in the world. They
have been assisting Europe with the Mad Cow (disease)
problem," said Jim Garfinkel, a California equine veterinarian.
"Why is it that we can't seem to get a handle on this disease?"

He says he was briefed about West Nile at a U.C.-Davis
Veterinary Teaching Hospital meeting shortly after the virus
first hit the U.S. and was told that it had been isolated to an
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Israeli strain of the virus.

Related story:

D.C. West Nile outbreaks cluster around Army unit

Paul Sperry, formerly WND's Washington bureau chief, is a
Hoover Institution media fellow and author of "Infiltration:
How Muslim Spies and Subversives have Penetrated

Washington."

Friend

Israel Friendship Project ==

2 Share = S 3 7= E-mail to a =s Printer-friendly

version

EMAIL PAUL SPERRY | GO TO PAUL SPERRY ARCHIVE

SWND

| Pagel | Page2 | Commentary | WND Money

| WND TV/Radio | Diversions | G2 Bulletin

| Terms of Use | Privacy | Contact Us |

Copyright 1997-2010

| About Us

All Rights Reserved.

r\e‘-’lewedbi
SThe priacy s el

WorldNetDaily.com Inc.

http://www.wnd.com/news/article.asp? ARTICLE ID=28527

Page 3 of 5

4/11/2010



