Middle East Online Page 1 of 2

Qui e i} J i
MIDDLE EAST ONLINE
[ Home |

P Syria to allow foreigners to
own majority stake in banks

P Muslims may face tighter
screening in US military

P Yemeni security forces say
killed Al-Qaeda kingpin

P Turkey threatens to recall
Israel envoy

P Egypt's new wall threatens
Gaza's lifeline

. . . , P British PM insists 'nothing to
The deal will double the value of military equipment kept in Israel hide' on Iraq war

P Sudan army, rebels clash in

US to store more weapons, ammunition in Darfur

Israel P Three wounded in blast in
Hezbollah bastion
US stresses that its weapons - which could be P Iran speaker accuses US of

. state terrorism
used by Israel - are not meant to strike Iran.

P France Telecom's Mobinil
takeover bid blocked
WASHINGTON - The US military plans to expand its
stockpiles of weapons in Israel under a recent agreement with
Tel Aviv, a Pentagon spokesman said Monday.

The deal will double the value of military equipment kept on
Israeli soil from 400 million to 800 million dollars, Major Shawn
Turner said.

Tensions with Iran over its nuclear program were not an
impetus for the agreement, he said, noting that the US
Congress initially authorized the expansion in 2007.

"This is not in any way related to Iran or the current situation
as the authorization was from 2007," he said.

But US-Israeli tensions with Iran existed before 2007.

Israel could have access to the weaponry and ammunition in
an emergency but only with US approval, said a defense
official, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

The agreement was first reported in Defense News.

The stockpile in Israel, which dates back to the 1990s,
includes missiles, armored vehicles and artillery ammunition.

The US military stores weapons in allied countries, including
Israel, Gulf states and South Korea, as a precaution for
possible operations.
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Both the US and Israel had previously threatened Iran with
military strikes.
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