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Sunday, January 06, 2008

Sibel speaks

I had planned to leave my post on Sibel Edmonds' 
interview with the Sunday Times to stay on top for 
awhile, but new material has come forward. (Read or 
skim the story below before dealing with this one.)

The former FBI translator has named all the 
individuals who -- she says -- played a role in the 
convoluted tale of treasonous activity that she 
uncovered while working for the Bureau. The 
information comes to us in an interesting way: She 
provided photos, and lukery provides names. As 
added value, I'm including a few biographical details.
(Larisa Alexandrovna offers her own list here.)

Here they are:

1. Pentagon and State Department officials...

Richard Perle: Chairman of the Defense Policy 
Board Advisory Committee (2001-2003), leading 
member of neocon groups PNAC, JINSA and 
WINEP.(He's a registered Democrat, believe it or 
not, out of respect for Scoop Jackson.)

Douglas Feith: Under Secretary of Defense for 
Policy, 2001-2005; head of the Office of Special 
Plans (Pentagon intel/propaganda unit accused of 
using forged evidence); JINSA.

Eric Edelman: Principal Deputy Assistant to the 
Vice President for National Security Affairs 
(2001-2003); former U.S. Ambassador to Turkey 
(2003-2005); current Under Secretary of Defense for 
Policy.

Marc Grossman: United States Under Secretary of 
State for Political Affairs (2001-2005) Met with 
Pakistan's notorious intelligence head, General 
Mahmoud Ahmed, just before September 11, 2001.

Brent Scowcroft: Chairman of the President's 
Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board (2001-2005). 
Founder of the Scowcroft Group and The Forum for 
International Policy.

Larry Franklin: Officer in the Office of Special 
Plans, guilty to disclosing classified information to 
the American Israel Public Affairs Committee 
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2. Congress-critters...

Dennis Hastert: R-IL. House Speaker 1999-2005. 
(The only Speaker to last longer in the job than -- 
urp! -- Joseph Cannon.) Connected to Abramoff 
scandal.

Roy Blunt: R-MO. House member from 1997; 
current House Minority Whip. Heavily tied to the 
tobacco industry nand to Tom Delay; considered one 
of the most corrupt members of Congress.

Dan Burton: R-IN. House member since 1983. 
Notorious for going on lobbyist-funded golf junkets 
and for voting against bills that would prevent 
lobbyist bribery. (He once recommended placing an 
aircraft carrier off the coast of Bolivia, a land-locked 
country.)

Tom Lantos: D-CA. Representing San Mateo in the 
House since 1981; will soon step down due to illness.
Holocaust survivor and fighter in the anti-Nazi 
underground. Chairman of the United States House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

Bob Livingston: R-LA. House Member 1977-1999; 
resigned over revelation of extramarital affairs. Since
then, he has been a lobbyist, operating on behalf of 
Turkey.

Stephen Solarz: D-NY. House member 1975–1993;
National Democratic Institute for International
Affairs; Intellibridge.

3. Think tankers -- primarily the Washington 
Institute on Near East Policy, WINEP...

Graham E. Fuller: RAND. (I'm not sure of the role 
played by RAND in Sibel's story, but Larisa has 
advised readers to pay special attention here.) From 
this bio: "an independent writer, analyst, lecturer and
consultant on Muslim World affairs and Adjunct 
Professor of History at Simon Fraser University in 
Vancouver."

David Makovsky: WINEP. CFR. American scholar 
and Israeli journalist. Former editor of The Jerusalem
Post. Bio here. "In March 1995, with assistance from
U.S. officials, Mr. Makovsky was given 
unprecedented permission to file reports for an Israeli
publication from Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

Alan Makovsky: WINEP. (Not sure of his 
relationship to David.) State Department veteran; 
specialist in Turkish affairs.

Yusuf Turani: This bio is pretty fascinating. He 
grew up under harsh conditions in a labor camp in 
Eastern Turkistan, which was under the control of 



China. He later stayed in Saudi Arabia and Turkey, 
then moved to the United States, where he became a 
physics teacher and a musician. He has devoted 
himself to freeing his homeland.

Professor Sabri Sayari: Georgetown, WINEP, 
RAND. Executive Director of the Institute of Turkish
Studies and a Research Professor in the School of 
Foreign Service at Georgetown University.

Mehmet Eymur: Connected to the MIT, Turkey's 
National Intelligence Organization (Turkey's CIA). 
Lukery incorrectly labels him the former head of the 
MIT; he actually directed the Department for 
Counter-Espionage. Forced out in 1987. Accused of 
involvement in the bloody Taksim Square 
Massacre of May 1 1977 and the March 30, 1972 
Kizildere massacre. Linked with Operation Gladio, 
the Grey Wolves and other Turkish ultra-nationalist 
groups; see here, where he is accused of heading an 
"illegal group" within MIT. (I'm not nearly as 
informed on Tukish history as I ought to be; 
however, I am reminded of the parallel situation in 
Italy's SISMI.)

In this group, the haunting names are Tom Lantos 
(who has acted quite courageously on Darfur and 
who has always been quite good on domestic issues) 
and Yusuf Tarani, about whom I would like to know 
more. At this point, nothing said about guys like 
Hastert or Edelman or Feith could possibly surprise 
me.

Larisa lists various groups worthy of study, 
including the Grey Wolves. This was the fascist 
Turkish party which counted Mehmet Ali Agca -- the
guy who shot the Pope -- among its members. Some 
of the neocons currently troubling the world 
conspired to spread the lie that Agca did what he did 
on behalf of the KGB; naturally, they covered up his 
Grey Wolves background.

Allow me to quote a bit from Larisa's own comments 
on the Sibel affair:

I have tried getting someone in 
broadcast and print media to run
this story. My sources did not 
include Edmonds, but because 
of the sensitive nature of the 
information, I was concerned 
that she would go to jail anyway,
unless I proved she was not a 
source - which would require me
to reveal my sources.

I thought if I approached a big 
enough news outlet, the 
pressure generated by the public
response would spare Edmonds 



jail time and I would not be 
pressured to reveal sources - 
something I would not have 
done anyway. Even a former
high ranking CIA officer offered 
to byline the article with me if 
that would help sell a 
broadcaster/publication on 
running the story. No one was 
interested.

The media's response has indeed been infuriating. No 
American publication has touched the story. You 
can't even get the internet publications to talk about 
this stuff -- not Salon, not Slate, not TPM, not the 
larger bloggers.

Yet the story has been covered by Haaretz in Israel, 
by the Times of India, by The Australian, and even 
by Pakistan's Daily Times.

I guess Americans aren't supposed to know about 
treason committed by American officials.
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