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A single rifle bullet, another victim - but no hope of a

doctor
Rory McCarthy, The Guardian

Jabalia, March 3, 2008

First came an explosion in the street outside. Then the sound of a single rifle
bullet slicing through the sky in a sharp crack and into the apartment directly
above the home of Raed Abu Saif, the same apartment into which his young
daughter Safa had just gone. It was Saturday afternoon, about 4pm.

Abu Saif hurried upstairs and found, lying on the floor of the front room, Safa,
aged 12. There was a hole in her chest where the bullet had entered and a
hole in her back where it had exited. It took her three hours to die.

Outside in the district of Zimmo Square, at the eastern edge of Jabalia in the
Gaza Strip, there was by now a heavy Israeli military presence, with tanks
and troops and the sound of fighting raging. It was too dangerous for
ambulances to reach the apartment and too dangerous for Abu Saif to head
out on foot with his daughter. Instead, he fetched bandages, closed the
wounds as best he could and held her in his arms as she bled.

"She said she was in pain, that she couldn't breathe," he said. "A few minutes
before she died she told me to stop squeezing the wound, she couldn't
breathe. I was just touching her hair. Then I saw her eyes roll up. I felt her
heart. It was not beating."

From a piece of cloth the family fashioned a white flag, which Abu Saif's
mother carried. His wife, Samar, went with them out into the street carrying
Safa's corpse. An Israeli tank was parked a little way off and shone its lights
at them. Twice the tank fired in the air over their heads, they said, until
eventually they gave up and turned back for home to spend the night in the
flat, the family and six other children and Safa.

Only yesterday morning did Abu Saif finally manage to cross safely out of the
fighting and to a hospital morgue, where his daughter's body was prepared
for the funeral. But Safa's mother and siblings were still in the house,
surrounded by fighting and unable to join the mourners. The roofs of nearby
buildings were still dotted with Israeli soldiers. It was from there the bullet
that killed Safa was fired, the family believe.

By some estimates the Israeli military operations mounted over the past five
days have left more than 100 Palestinians dead, among them many civilians.
For Saturday alone the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights put the number
of dead civilians at 49; Reuters news agency said Palestinian medical officials
put it at about 60. Two Israeli soldiers and one civilian in the town of Sderot
were killed.

Even measured on Gaza's often brutal scale of violence, that is a gruesome
toll.

new!
:: RSS updated to 2.0

:: English
:: Italiano

new!
2 Uruknet on your
mobile phone:
www.uruknet.mobi

:: What happened
in Kurdish Halabja?

P TR

:: Lettera del
Presidente
Saddam Hussein
al popolo
americano
;1 Letter from
President Saddam
Hussein to the
American People

:: Lynching
Saddam
by Gabriele
Zamparini

The newsletter
archive



12 ONU - XX
Assemblea Generale
(1965):

La XX Assemblea
Generale dell’'ONU
(1965) dichiara "la
legittimita della lotta
da parte dei popoli
sotto oppressione
coloniale, per
esercitare il loro
diritto all' autodeter-
minazione e
all'indipendenza".
Inoltre, I'Assemblea
invita "tutti gli Stati a
fornire assistenza
morale e materiale ai
movimenti di
liberazione nazionale
nei territori coloniali".

12 ONU - Risoluzione
1514

"L'Assemblea
Generale dichiara
che: la soggezione
dei popoli a dominio
straniero, conquista e
asservimento
costituisce una
negazione dei diritti
umani fondamentali,
e contraria alla Carta
delle Nazioni Unite ed
€ un impedimento
alla promozione della
pace e della
cooperazione
mondiali.

Tutti i popoli hanno
diritto all' autodeter-
minazione; in virtu di
tale diritto essi
devono liberamente
determinare il loro
status politico e
liberamente
perseguire il loro
sviluppo economico,
sociale e culturale".

:: Convenzione di
Ginevra, Protocollo
Addizionale I (1977):

La lotta armata puo
essere usata, come
ultima risorsa, come
mezzo per esercitare
il diritto all'
autodeter-
minazione.

:: Tribunale penale
internazionale

In base allo Statuto
del Tribunale penale
internazionale, sono
definiti “crimini di
guerra”:

(1) attacchi lanciati
intenzionalmente
contro popolazione
civili in quanto tali o
contro civili che non
prendano
direttamente parte
alle ostilita;

(4) attacchi lanciati
intenzionalmente
nella consapevolezza
che gli stessi avranno
come conseguenza la
perdita di vite umane
tra la popolazione
civile, e lesioni a civili
o danni a proprieta
civili ovvero danni
diffusi duraturi e
gravi all’ambiente
naturale che siano
manifestamente

The first repercussion came yesterday when the Palestinian president,
Mahmoud Abbas, suspended his so far fruitless peace negotiations with the
Israelis, just ahead of the arrival tomorrow of the US secretary of state,
Condoleezza Rice, who was hoping to encourage the talks. Then in the West
Bank there were riots in support of Gaza in Ramallah and Hebron - where
Israeli troops shot dead a 14-year-old boy.

Israel's leaders adamantly defended their operations. "Nobody in the world
would deny that striking at Hamas strengthens the chance for peace," Israel's
prime minister, Ehud Olmert, said in Jerusalem.

L'Impero si &
fermato a Bahgdad,
by Valeria Poletti

There is no doubt that many of the Palestinian dead were indeed militants, Modulo per ordini

some involved in launching rockets towards Israeli towns. Several Hamas
fighters were visible in Jabalia in their black fatigues, some armed, one
carrying what appeared to be a detonator.

But the number of civilians, including children , among the dead and injured
was inescapable.

At one point yesterday a crowd of several hundred mourners carried through :: Newsletter
the streets the body of a young infant girl, Salsabeel Abu Jalhoum, who died o (TG
aged 21 months. There were many others, like Mohammad Maboheh, a boy
aged 16, who was shot dead on Saturday morning while standing on his
balcony in the Abed Rabbo district of Jabalia, and whose father was in Hag Agency

intensive care last night with a bullet wound to the chest. There was Mustafa
Banna, 20, who lay heavily sedated in the Kamal Adwan hospital after both
his legs were blown off by an Israeli shell which struck near his home in Beit
Lahiya on Thursday afternoon. A Palestinian rocket had been fired a few
minutes earlier by militants in a nearby field. "The rockets are no good. But
what can I say? It is our fate," said the boy's uncle, Faher.

AMSI
ASSOCIATION
OF MUSLIM
SCHOLARS
IN IRAGH

And there were Eyad and Jacqueline Abu Shabak, brother and sister aged 16
and 17, shot dead around midnight on Friday in the front room of their home
in the Abed Rabbo district of Jabalia, only a few hundred metres from where
Safa Abu Saif was to die later that day.

Eyad took a bullet to the chest and died later in hospital, his sister was hit
with a bullet to the head and died where she fell. Their uncle Hatim, 32, sat
outside the funeral tent yesterday and explained openly how much he too
disagreed with the militants firing rockets. Then he said: "But what is our
guilt?"
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two new collections
of essays
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Comment pos ted: by ianrob on 04 Mar 2008 - 10:22

The convenient rocket attacks which fall in parking lots, smack of mossads
work. The j**s must enjoy being hated, as the actions of the Israeli government
will lead people to hate Israelis and subsequently j**s. I know that not all j**s
are guilty, but where are they. THe j**s who own the media are guilty as hell.

The Israelis had to stop putting "made in Israel" on goods because no-one
bought them. If I could get my hands on one of the filthy verminous Israeli
snipers wh o think God did a deal with the Jews, I'd

wring his neck till his eyes rolled like the little girl he shot.

As for their poxy prime minister, saying no-one in the world could condemn
them for attacking hammas. I say this, the only time you filthy vermin won't be
conde mned will be when it is made illegal to condemn you, like it is illegal to
quest ion the holocaust. Then the whole world will be one big Gazza, only this
time we will surround you.

Comment pos ted: by paxman on 05 Mar 2008 - 20:06

Israel is finished .. The whole world will rejoice when these Jewish War Crimina
Is are led in chains to an International War crimes Tribunal.
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