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The Israeli Lebanon Water Wars

By: earthchamberll.blogspot. on: 20.07.2006 [00:49 ] (2904 reads)

In red the Litani. Israel could increase its annual
water supply by 800 MCM (approximately 40% of its
annual water consumption in 1993) if it had
continued access to the Litani through
continued/permanent occupation of southern
Lebanon.
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Sunday, July 16, 2006
The Israeli Lebanon Water Wars

If the water resources in your country are rapidly decreasing, and the neighbouring
country has an intact water supply... and if you think that in the future you will need the
other countries water supply... then you will not attack that country saying you need their
water. If you attack that country you will do so for another reason, hiding your real
objective behind a wall of deception and lies.

Israel has always had water problems. Today, in 2006, Israel lives with increasing water
shortages and a rapidly decreasing supply of fresh water. The river Jordan may run dry
within the next two years, because of the vast amount of water being drawn from the river
by the people living in the area. People cannot survive without water, towns and cities
cannot survive without water, past civilisations have died out as water became scarce. You
cannot grow crops without water, which means you cannot store food. Water is the life
blood of a nation.

In the Middle East, the supply of water is much less than its demand, thereby resulting in
conflict over it. This is true for Israel and Lebanon, where there have been struggles,
although not always armed, for the waters of the Litani River. At this point, Israel occupies
southern Lebanon. Part of the Litani is located in this region.

Israel seemingly is tempted to reach beyond its border to get access to the needed water.
"Almost half of the water currently used in Israel is captured, diverted or preempted from
its neighbors." This is understandable, given water can be described as "lIsrael's vulnerable
and fragile source of life."

Historically, Israel has been interested in the Litani, and conflict with Lebanon over the
Litani is more likely given this. Essentially, control of the Litani has long been a dream of
Israel in hopes of establishing a greater Zion from Sinai to ancient Babylon.

Israel hoped that it would have use of the Litani by the mid 1980s, when it projected that
it would have fully used up the waters captured in the 1967 war. Israel hoped to meet this
goal by securing the Litani in 1978. Israel had even included the Litani in calculations of
their water resources.

Israel's significant sources of water are currently exploited, and the only other source is
the Litani, which, in order for Israel to use it, would have to be in Israel's possession,
which could possibly happen through seizure.

The only other source of additional water would be recycled water.




Israel could increase its annual water supply by 800 MCM (approximately 40% of its
annual water consumption in 1993) if it had continued access to the Litani through
continued/permanent occupation of southern Lebanon. Another reason for Israel to want
the Litani is that, especially along the Israeli coast, many aquifiers are stressed and their

water is increasingly brackish
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