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Stuffed ballots, biased
campaign tainted Georgia
vote: OSCE

The United States praised Georgia as a "‘courageous
young democracy" after its brief war with Russia last
month; but the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe’'s (OSCE) ODIHR arm said
there were many significant shortcomings in a May
21 election, when Saakashvili's party won a big
majority

Michael Stott, Reuters - NDHF Net
Tue Sep 9, 2008 11:42am EDT

MOSCOW (Reuters) - Ballot-box stuffing, beatings of
opposition activists, biased news coverage and government
officials campaigning for President Mikheil Saakashvili's
party tainted Georgia's parliamentary elections this year,
Europe's main election watchdog said on Tuesday.

The United States praised Georgia as a "courageous young
democracy" after its brief war with Russia last month; but
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe's
(OSCE) ODIHR arm said there were many significant
shortcomings in a May 21 election, when Saakashvili's
party won a big majority.

Its final report was significantly tougher than the monitors’
initial report, which described election day as calm and
generally positive, although with some shortcomings.

Washington has defended Saakashvili's government as an
outpost of democracy against what it terms Russian
bullying, while Moscow portrays Georgia's leader as a
warmongering tyrant.

The ODIHR, the Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights, ratified its initial view that election day
itself was calm and voting was generally assessed
positively; though there were "a limited number of serious
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violations, including ballot-box stuffing".

But it said there were "many significant shortcomings" in
the counting of the vote, followed by "widespread and
serious irregularities” in the way Georgian election
authorities handled around 1,400 election-related
complaints and appeals.

At least six opposition activists who were taking legal
action against electoral irregularities were beaten, it
added.

"In one severe case, a United Opposition candidate's leg
was broken by unknown attackers after his car was first
forced to stop," the report said.

“Two of the cases followed up by the OSCE/ODIHR
concerned opposition figures who...had made allegations of
ballot stuffing".

Georgia's opposition boycotted the opening session of the
new parliament in June in protest at what they said was
the rigging of the election.

Saakashvili, who had promised a "beautiful election” after
heavy criticism of the vote which returned him to power in
January, said the parliamentary election was free and fair.

But the ODIHR said problems began before the voting
started.

Two months before the election, Georgia changed the
election code to allow the use of government resources for
campaign purposes and to permit officials to mix
campaigning with official duties, contravening Georgia's
OSCE commitments.

This created an unequal playing field in favor of the ruling
party, the United National Movement, the report said.

"The campaign was marred by widespread allegations of
intimidation, among others of candidates, party activists
and state employees,"” the ODIHR added.

It cited the cases of opposition activists, particularly
teachers, who were threatened with dismissal from their
jobs unless they stopped campaigning.

Most television news during the campaign, apart from that
of public TV, lacked balance and gave most coverage to
Saakashvili's United National Movement (UNM) party, it
added.

"Most monitored TV channels, including public TV, devoted
significant and favorable coverage to activities of the
authorities,"” the report said.

The main opposition television station Imedi, which was
forced off the air after being stormed by riot police in
November, resumed broadcasts but did not cover news or
talk shows until after the election.
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On AMSI (HEYET Net):
9.6. AMSI: the Visit of Kouchner and Provocative Statement Harms Iraq

9.6. APS - Kouchner Visit and Provocative Statement

On OS Center (NDHF Net):

http://newsdeskhelsinkifinland.net/news/832/stuffed ballots_biased c...

APR- The Arrest of a Mosque
Guards

AMSI Supports Education
and Sponsors Cultural
Activities

AMSI Presents Computers to
a School in Abu Ghraib

Please Listen to the Women
of Iraq

Plight of Iraqi women a
‘national crisis’

APR — The Takeover of the
Occupation on Secondary
School

Thanks to Jordan for generously
taking 750,000 Iraq refugees

AMSI Hit Branch Continues
Activities

Study says stress among lraqi
refugees in Jordan and Lebanon
high

UNHCR: Clear criteria for return
of Iraqgi refugees not met, does
not promote returns

Holocaust it Was

AMSI Sends Condolences the
Death of Iraqgi Journalist

IRAQ: ‘Not Our Country to
Return To'

Iraqi Shiites increasingly wary
of Iranian “influence”

APR — On the Kidnapping of the
Archbishop of the Catholic
Chaldeans

An Open Message from AMSI
about the Zinjelee
Occurrence

J&R Front: Statement regarding
the crime of al-Zndjeli
neighborhood

Iragi resistance factions
condemn the bombings in Iraqi
markets asking for international
investigation

Mosul explosion was controlled
demolition by US

The American Military Did
The Explosion in Mosul-video

J&R Front: Condemning the
recent criminal acts of the
occupation and its betrayal
government

U.S. far short of Iraqi refugee
target

Iraqg in the time of cholera

Iraq's legacy of looted treasures
is revealed

UN health officials: Skin
disease rising in southern
Irag with children at risk

Abu Ghraib prison turned US
soldiers evil by design

Robicheaux's Nightmare: US
Rendition, Guantanamo, Torture
in February 2008

AMSI Condemns Arrest of
Women

IRAQ: Irag's health sector under
pressure

Irag's Missing Humanitarian Aid

Wired publishes photographs of
Abu Ghraib

WOMEN'S DAY-IRAQ:
Surviving Somehow Behind a
Concrete Purdah

Women bear brunt of Iraq
bloodshed

9/11/2008 10:58 AM



