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Marine's graphic interview describes killing 
of prisoners in Iraq 
Sgt. Jermaine Nelson, in a tape-recorded interview, says he and a fellow sergeant were 
ordered to kill the prisoners during a sweep through a Fallouja neighborhood in 2004. 
By Tony Perry  
CAMP PENDLETON -- A graphic, vulgarity-laced interview in which a Marine described how he 
and two other Marines killed four unarmed prisoners in Iraq was played today during a 
preliminary hearing in the case. 
 
Sgt. Jermaine Nelson, in a tape-recorded interview with a Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
agent, said he and Sgt. Ryan Weemer were ordered by Sgt. Jose Nazario to kill the prisoners as 
the Marines swept through a neighborhood in Fallouja in late 2004. 
 
Several minutes of the tape were played at the hearing for Weemer, who faces murder and 
dereliction of duty charges. Nelson faces similar charges, and Nazario faces manslaughter 
charges in federal court in Riverside. 
 
Nelson told the investigator that Nazario told him, "I'm not doing all this [expletive] by myself. 
You're doing one and Weemer is doing one." 
 
Nelson said that he watched in shock as Nazario shot a kneeling prisoner at point-blank range: 
"He hit the dude in the forehead, the dude went down and there was blood . . . all over his 
[Nazario's] boots." 
 
Weemer then used his service pistol to shoot one of the prisoners, Nelson said. "He shot him 
and the dude was on the ground and rolling and [Weemer] was shooting, shooting, shooting, 
shooting, shooting." 
 
The case began when Weemer, who had left the Marine Corps, told a job interviewer from the 
Secret Service about the killings. The Marine Corps recalled him to active-duty so he could be 
charged. 
 
Nelson and Weemer, in their interviews, said that Nazario ordered the killings after getting a 
radio message from a superior that ordered the Marines not to take time to process the 
prisoners according to the rules. The Marines were needed to support other Marines sweeping 
through the insurgent-held city, Weemer said in his interview. 
 
A hearing officer, at the conclusion of the preliminary hearing, will recommend to Lt. Gen. 
Samuel Helland whether the case should go to court martial, be dropped or be handled through 
an administrative procedure. 
 
After seeing Weemer and Nazario shot prisoners, Nelson said he lost his reluctance to join in the 
killings. "I said [expletive] and I shot my dude."
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About Us - Disclaimer 

 
"Men occasionally stumble over the truth, but most of them pick themselves up and hurry off as 

if nothing ever happened..." - Winston Churchill  

>Access to our weekly NewsDigest with the top news stories of the week. 
>The ability to customize our Info Portal. 
>Reserve your name for comments and forum use.
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BEFORE YOU POST 
Before posting please read our About Page and our Disclaimer. 
 
Please note: InformationLiberation is neither liberal or conservative. When one takes the time to 
research the "liberal elite," whom the conservatives oppose, and the "conservative elite," whom the 
liberals oppose, one finds both "elite" are one and the same. "Liberal" or "Conservative" is not a 
substantive choice, it is only the carefully crafted illusion of a choice, for both parties come together 
when they are instructed to. 
 
"The real truth of the matter is, as you and I know, that a financial element in the larger centers has 
owned the Government ever since the days of Andrew Jackson." 
A letter written by FDR to Colonel House, November 21st, 1933 
 
"Fifty men have run America, and that's a high figure." 
Joseph Kennedy, father of JFK, in the July 26th, 1936 issue of The New York Times. 
 
If you care to know who runs the world you live in, view these films. If you care not then I leave you with 
this quote to ponder: 
 
"There will be, in the next generation or so, a pharmacological method of making people love their 
servitude, and producing dictatorship without tears, so to speak, producing a kind of painless 
concentration camp for entire societies, so that people will in fact have their liberties taken away from 
them, but will rather enjoy it, because they will be distracted from any desire to rebel by propaganda or 
brainwashing, or brainwashing enhanced by pharmacological methods. And this seems to be the final 
revolution." 
Aldous Huxley, Tavistock Group, California Medical School, 1961 Audio - Transcript 
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