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Russian Cameraman: CNN Aired Misleading Footage
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Broadcaster showed Georgian forces attacking South Ossetia, claimed it was
Russians attacking Gori
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CNN is airing misleading footage of the war between Georgia and Russia, skewing public opinion in
favor of the Georgians, according to a Russia Today cameraman interviewed this morning.

The Russia Today satellite TV company aired the interview on its English language news channel but
the story is yet to appear on the Internet or in any other news outlet.

The Russian cameraman charged that CNN had used his footage of Georgian forces attacking Russian
civilians in Tskhinvali, the provincial capital of South Ossetia, but then claimed it showed Russians
attacking Georgians in the Georgian town of Gori.
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The Georgian assault on Tskhinvali, described as an act of genocide and a war crime by Russian
officials and other eyewitnesses, led to the slaughter of at least 2,000 civilians. The fact that Georgia,
backed by the U.S. and Israel, were responsible for the provocation that led to the Russian response,
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has been buried by the majority of western corporate media.

Western media bias to skew popular opinion in favor of the U.S. and NATO client state Georgia was
evident from the very start of the conflict.

[2] As we reported yesterday, a prime example of media bias in shielding Georgia from responsibility
for the carnage is the fact that news outlets like the BBC continue to report that thousands of civilians
were Killed in Georgia, with the obvious inference being that these are victims of the Russian
onslaught. But these victims were not killed in Georgia, they were killed in Ossetia - by Georgian
forces.

As the Chimes of Freedom Blog elaborates, “While the Ossetians claimed over 1000 dead the BBC
neither reported this or any newsreel coming out of Ossetia showing the destruction caused by the
Georgian shelling of the breakaway republic. All we are getting is one-sided reports of the destruction
being caused by the Russians.”

Russian President Dmitry Medvedev this morning [3] ordered an immediate halt to Russia’s military
operations against Georgia.

“The purpose of the operation has been achieved.... The security of our peacekeeping forces and the
civilian population has been restored,” Interfax quoted him as saying.

UPDATE: Russia Today has now posted the following [4] on their website and uploaded a video.

CNN accused of using misleading war footage

American broadcaster CNN has been accused of using misleading footage in their coverage of the
conflict in South Ossetia. A Russian cameraman says footage of wrecked tanks and ruined buildings,
which was purported to be the town of Gori, was in fact the South Ossetian capital Tskhinvali.

Gori was said to be about to fall under the control of the Russian army but the cameraman says the
video was actually shot in Tskhinvali, which had been flattened by Georgian shelling.

Aleksandr Zhukov, from the Russiya Al-Yaum channel, said: “When we arrived and news came that
Gori was being shelled, | saw my footage. | said: that’s not Gori! That’s Tskhinvali. Having crawled
through the length and breadth of Tskhinvali, I don’t need much to tell from which point this or that
footage was recorded. | can swear in front of any tribunal. | can point at this location on the map of
the town, because | and the cameraman of the Rossiya channel videotaped that.”

Copyright © 2008 PrisonPlanet.com. All rights reserved.

20f2 8/15/2008 6:17 AM



