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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2008

Role of Alleged CIA Asset in Mumbai
Attacks Being Downplayed

Recent press reports on developments with
regard to last month’s attacks in Mumbai, India
indicate the role of Dawood Ibrahim, a wanted
crime boss, terrorist, and drug trafficker, is being
downplayed, possibly the result of a deal taking
place behind the scenes between the
governments of the US, Pakistan, and India, to
have others involved in the Mumbai attacks
turned over while quietly diverting attention from
a man who some say could reveal embarrassing
secrets about the CIA’s involvement in criminal
enterprises.

December 10, 2008
by Jeremy R. Hammond

The role in the terrorist attacks in Mumbai last month of an
underworld kingpin that heads an organization known as D-
Company, has known ties to Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI), and who is alleged to have ties with the CIA is
apparently being whitewashed, suggesting that his capture and
handover to India might prove inconvenient for either the I1SI or
the CIA, or both.

It was Dawood Ibrahim who was initially characterized by press
reports as being the mastermind behind the attacks. Now, that
title of “mastermind” is being given to Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi by
numerous media accounts reporting that Pakistan security
forces have raided a training camp of the group Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT), which evidence has indicated was behind the
attacks. Lakhvi was reportedly captured in the raid and is now
in custody.
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At the same time Ibrahim’s role is being downplayed, Lakhvi’'s
known role is being exaggerated. Initial reports described him
as the training specialist for LeT, but the major media outlets
like the New York Times and the London Times, citing
government sources, have since promoted his status to that of
commander of operations for the group.

The only terrorist from the Mumbai attacks to be captured alive,
Azam Amir Kasab, characterized Ibrahim, not Lakhvi, as the
mastermind of those attacks, according to earlier press
accounts.

Kasab reportedly told his interrogators that he and his fellow
terrorists were trained under Lakhvi, also known as “Chacha”,
at a camp in Pakistan. Indian officials also traced calls from a
satellite phone used by the terrorists to Lakhvi.

But the phone had also been used to call Yusuf Muzammil, also
known as Abu Yusuf, Abu Hurrera, and “Yahah”. And it has
been Muzammil, not Lakhvi, who has previously been
described as the military commander of LeT. It was an
intercepted call to Muzammil on November 18 that put the
Indian Navy and Coast Guard on high alert to be on the lookout
for any foreign vessels from Pakistan entering Indian waters.

Kasab told his interrogators that his team had set out from
Karachi, Pakistan, on a ship belonging to Dawood Ibrahim, the
MV Alpha. They then hijacked an Indian fishing trawler, the
Kuber, to pass through Indian territorial waters to elude the
Navy and Coast Guard that were boarding and searching
suspect ships.

Although the MV Alpha was subsequently found and seized by
the Indian Navy, there have been few, if any, developments
about this aspect of the investigation in press accounts, such as
whether it has been confirmed or not that the ship was owned
by Ibrahim.
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