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Afghan official 'saw bodies of 50 children' killed in US strike
AFP

August 29, 2008

KABUL: An Afghan politician told AFP Friday how he had helped dig out the
bodies of women and children after US-led air strikes a week ago, reiterating
with another official that around 90 civilians were killed.

The US-led coalition disputes the number and says only five civilians died
along with 25 Taliban. US officials have also reportedly questioned the figure
because of a lack of physical evidence.

Speaking on the condition of anonymity to the Associated Press, US defense
officials said that the Afghan and UN counts of the civilians killed in the raid
were overstated. The sources said that the US administration was pushing for
a joint probe into the incident in order to reconcile the conflicting accounts of
the incident.

"I saw with my own eyes bodies of 50 boys and girls under 15 years of age,"
said Herat provincial councillor Naik Mohammad Ishaq.

"I saw 19 women and seven men. I helped locals to dig them out [of rubble]
the first day," he told AFP.

He  said he  went  to  the  area  of  the  August  22  strikes  in  the  district  of
Shindand hours after the attack and he was told that more bodies had been
found the day after, taking the toll to 91.

"We lined up the bodies of 76 civilians the first day in the local mosque and
the Afghan intelligence department took a video recording as proof that most
of them were women, children and all civilians," he said.

Ishaq said, however, that he did not have pictures of the dead.

The  head  of  a  delegation  sent  by  Afghan  President  Hamid  Karzai  to
investigate also defended the toll figure, similar to one reached by a United
Nations team.

"There is no doubt that 90 civilians were killed in the US-led air strike," said
Mohammad  Eqbal  Safi,  the  head  of  the  Lower  House's  national  defense
committee.
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resistenza irakena
di Aldo Bernardini,
Ordinario di Diritto
internazionale
all'Università di
Teramo

:: ONU - XX
Assemblea Generale
(1965):
La XX Assemblea
Generale dell’ONU
(1965) dichiara "la
legittimità della lotta
da parte dei popoli
sotto oppressione
coloniale, per
esercitare il loro diritto
all' autodeter-
minazione e
all'indipendenza".
Inoltre, l'Assemblea
invita "tutti gli Stati a
fornire assistenza
morale e materiale ai
movimenti di
liberazione nazionale
nei territori coloniali".

:: ONU - Risoluzione
1514
"L'Assemblea
Generale dichiara che:
la soggezione dei
popoli a dominio
straniero, conquista e
asservimento
costituisce una
negazione dei diritti
umani fondamentali, è
contraria alla Carta
delle Nazioni Unite ed
è un impedimento alla
promozione della
pace e della
cooperazione
mondiali.
Tutti i popoli hanno
diritto all' autodeter-
minazione; in virtù di
tale diritto essi
devono liberamente
determinare il loro
status politico e
liberamente
perseguire il loro
sviluppo economico,
sociale e culturale".

:: Convenzione di
Ginevra, Protocollo
Addizionale I (1977):
La lotta armata può
essere usata, come
ultima risorsa, come
mezzo per esercitare
il diritto all' autodeter-
minazione.

:: Tribunale penale
internazionale
In base allo Statuto
del Tribunale penale
internazionale, sono
definiti “crimini di
guerra”:
(1) attacchi lanciati
intenzionalmente
contro popolazione
civili in quanto tali o
contro civili che non
prendano
direttamente parte
alle ostilità;
(4) attacchi lanciati
intenzionalmente nella
consapevolezza che
gli stessi avranno
come conseguenza la
perdita di vite umane
tra la popolazione
civile, e lesioni a civili
o danni a proprietà
civili ovvero danni
diffusi duraturi e gravi

The team had a list of the names and ages of all those killed, he said, and had
interviewed locals and seen eight houses that were destroyed as well as fresh
graves.

He claimed body parts - which he said were from civilians - were still at the
site when his team arrived two days later.

The 2:00 a.m. strikes had hit people ahead of an event due the following day
to mark the anniversary of the death of a fellow villager, Safi said.

"It was public knowledge that it was a gathering for the ceremony and there
were no Taliban there."

Safi said locals believed "agents" had deliberately given wrong information to
the US-led and Afghan troops involved in the operation. - AFP
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