
  uruknet.info
إنفو.اوروآنت  

     

    informazione dall'iraq occupato
    information from occupied iraq
أخبار من العراق المحتل    

[ home page] | [ tutte le notizie/all news ] | [ download banner] | [ ultimo aggiornamento/last update 13/02/2007 00:30 ] 30545 

Uruknet receives daily many hacking attempts. To prevent this, we have 10 websites on 6
servers in different places. So, if the website is slow or it does not answer, you can recall one

of the other web sites: www.uruknet.info www.uruknet.de www.uruknet.biz
www.uruknet.org.uk www.uruknet.com www.uruknet.org - www.uruknet.it www.uruknet.eu

www.uruknet.net www.uruknet.web.at.it

 Subscribe our newsletter!   -   Iscriviti alla nostra newsletter! 
Now it is possible to post comments to the articles. Register here to get the password!  

:: Write to Google
against removing
Uruknet from the
news! Click here! 
(without popup)

 

:: Uruknet on
GoogleNews 
:: Uruknet su

GoogleNews Italia 

:: Free Download
of Uruknet

Calendar 2007

:: Segnala Uruknet
agli amici. Clicka

qui. 
:: Invite your

friends to Uruknet.
Click here. 

 

:: Segnalaci un
articolo

:: Tell us of an
article 

 
www.beppegrillo.it

:: If you find this
site informative,
please donate -
every donation

Tair's Palestinian peers
Gideon Levy, Haaretz

Abir Aramin

February 11, 2007

A child a week, almost every week. In recent weeks, I again went out to
document the circumstances of the killing of several children and
teenagers, shot dead by Israel Defense Forces soldiers. A very ill wind is
once again blowing in the army and no one is saying anything about it.
An army that kills children does not concern the public. No committee of
inquiry has been, and none will be, formed to deal with this matter. But
the fact that the IDF kills children with such a light hand, and fully
supports its soldiers who do so, should trouble us no less than the
reserves of war supplies in the North. The ramifications of such behavior
are not only moral - ultimately an army's operational capability will be
affected when children are the targets in its soldiers' gunsights.

Jamil Jibji, the boy from the Askar camp who loved horses, was shot in
the head after soldiers in an armored jeep taunted a group of children
who threw rocks at them. He was 14 years old. Jamil was the fourth child
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to be shot in that area under similar circumstances. Abir, the daughter of
Bassam Aramin, a member of the "Combatants for Peace" organization,
was leaving her school in Anata when a Border Police patrol jeep turned
around near the school - no one knows why - and tossed tear gas
grenades, one of which apparently struck her head. She was 11 years
old. Taha al-Jawi touched the fence nearby the abandoned airfield at
Atarot and in response, soldiers fired at his legs with live ammunition,
and apparently left him to bleed to death. He was the eighth child to die
in similar circumstances. He was not yet 17 years old.

All of these children were killed in cold blood; they did not pose a threat
to anyone's life. With the exception of Jamil's case, the IDF, as usual, did
not even bother to open an investigation into these children's
circumstances of death. When it doesn't even investigate, it is obvious
that the army has no intention of putting an end to the killing of children.
Its commanders are not even troubled by this.

The last case, Taha, is perhaps the most egregious of all: The IDF
Spokesman's Office defends the decision to open fire with live
ammunition against a group of children who perhaps damaged a barbed
wire fence, as the IDF claims, or perhaps played soccer near the fence,
as the children claim - all in broad daylight. Not a word of sorrow, not a
word of condemnation, only absolute backing for live gunfire from a
distance at unarmed children, without issuing a prior warning. Taha died
from a bullet in his leg. And, according to his friends, he bled for a full
hour in a muddy ditch he fell into. The IDF Spokesman's contention that
he received immediate medical attention does not reconcile with the fact
that Taha was wounded in his leg, an injury, which is only fatal as a
result of a prolonged loss of blood. But even if assistance was extended
immediately, as the IDF claims, are we willing to accept rules of
engagement that permit live gunfire from a distance at unarmed
teenagers? Are there no other means of dispersing "suspicious"
teenagers, as the IDF Spokesman refers to them? What goes through the
mind of a soldier who aims his weapon at such a group and fires live,
fatal rounds at them, taking such young lives? And what chilling message
is the IDF sending its soldiers when it backs such inhumane action?

These stories, and similar ones, did not raise a stir among us. Some of
them were not even reported in the news. The killing of a Palestinian boy
or girl does not disturb the Israeli public. The West Bank is quiet, there
are almost no terror attacks, attention is turned to other affairs, and
under the cover of this false and temporary quiet our soldiers, our best
sons, are killing dozens of children and teenagers on a routine basis, out
of the sight of the rest of us.

The horrible murder of Tair Rada in Katzrin justifiably shook the country.
She was an innocent child, 13 years old, murdered at her school with
satanic brutality. What is the difference between the murder of Tair and
the killing of Abir, also at the entrance to her school? The difference
between Tair and Abir consists of the fact that Abir was Palestinian and
Tair was Israeli. Israeli? Taha also carried an Israeli identity card. But he
was a Palestinian. Can someone seriously argue that the soldier who
aimed at Jamil's head did not intend to kill him? The bereavement is the
same bereavement; the horror is the same horror. Just as Tair was the
joy of her parents' life, so was Abir - a small girl who wanted to be an
engineer when she grew up. But while there are still doubts concerning
the identity of Tair's murderer, it is very easy to identify the killers of
Taha, Jamil and Abir. We do not even denounce them; they receive
automatic immunity, without investigation. "The mark of Cain will not
sprout on a soldier who fires at the head of a child, on the mound of dirt
by the fence of a refugee camp," Aharon Shabtai wrote once in his poem
"Culture."

Thus, our soldiers have killed 815 children and teenagers during the last
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seven years. The entire array of justifications for killing over 3,000 adults
during the same period of time, which is also horrifying in its scope,
collapses when it comes to children. Someone should listen to the
emotional cry of the bereaved father from Anata, who said he is not
going to lose his head because of the fact that he has lost his heart: "I
don't want to take revenge. My revenge will be that this 'hero,' who was
'threatened' by my daughter and shot her, will stand trial. They send an
18-year-old boy with an M-16 and tell him that our children are his
enemy, and he knows that no one will be brought to trial, and therefore
he fires in cold blood and becomes a murderer." He says all this in his
fluent Hebrew, which has improved during the course of his lectures
throughout Israel about the need for peace.
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