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Robot Deployments Surge

Unmanned ""Surge': 3000 More Robots for War
By Noah Shachtman  August 13, 2007 | 8:00:00 AM

u.s.
military
robots
ran
30,000
missions
in 2006 -

hunting
for, and
getting
rid of,
improvis
ed
explosiv
es.

Now,
the
military
has
launched a crash project to radically increase its unmanned ground
forces. Call it the robotic equivalent of the "surge.”

The first batch of 'bots is due September 24, Defense News' Kris Osborn
reports. 1000 machines are supposed to be enlisted by the end of the
year, with two thousand more in five years.

Word of the robot recruitment comes just weeks after the military
revealed it had deployed armed robots to Iraq.

In contrast, these smallish robots, weighing fifty pounds or less, will be
used mostly for reconnaissance duty -- looking out for insurgents, and
their bombs. A government solicitation to robot-makers asks for a
machine that can both "look into the window of a vehicle" and

peek "under a vehicle undercarriage.”

That July 17 solicitation kicked off a break-neck competition to award
the bot-building contract. "The victor will be crowned Sept. 14 with a
contract for 101 robots. The first must be delivered within 10 days,"
says Defense News.
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Due to the urgent nature of the request from U.S. Multi-
National Corps, Iraq, the procurement process is moving
unusually fast, Army and industry officials said.

Case in point? The Redstone test [a series of trials being
held this week at the Army's Redstone Arsenal in Alabama]
is taking place in advance of formal bids. Instead of a
complex process to become a competitor, contestants will
be able to register when they arrive with their wares at
Redstone. And the winner will be awarded the indefinite
delivery/indefinite quantity contract virtually on the spot.

The military already has a number of smallish robots that could fit the
bill -- everything from tricked-out radio-controlled trucks to iRobot’s
mega-popular Packbot machines. Those 'bots, often considered too
flimsy for bomb-disposal use, seem like natural fits for the
government’s requirement for lightweight recon machines. iRobot has
to be considered the favorite to win the quicksilver competition
(especially since the company has the proven ability to crank the
things out).

ALSO:

* On Patrol with the Baghdad Bomb Squad

* First Armed Robots on Patrol in Iraq (Updated)

* Top War Tech #5: Talon Robots

* Israel's Killer '‘Bot: Safe Enough for War?

Posted by CRIMES AND CORRUPTION OF THE NEW WORLD ORDER NEWS mparent7777 Marc
Parent CCNWON at 1:59 PM  [r-=#]

Labels: arms, Iraq, war

O comments:

Post a Comment

Links to this post

Create a Link

Newer Post Home Older Post

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

Calli...

Hillary Clinton: More
disappointing than
liberal

Our war crimes

Obama and Clinton Go
Nuclear

When a US soldier in Iraq
won't soldier

A Curious Incident at the
Chicago Council on
Globa...

Are American Consumers'
Views of the Credit
Market...

House of Corruption

U.S. Anti-Terrorism Laws
Hold Up Asylum
Seekers

Cowardly Democrats give
in to president on NSA
wir...

Bush’'s Miami vice

A General Call
for 'Strategic Patience’
in Iraq, P...

...Because It’s FUNNY
When We Do It

US terror interrogation
went too far, experts
say

Military families live in
dread, while the rest
of...

Delaying the Inevitable:
NICHOLAS KRISTOF

Rove's Dismal Legacy

Who Cares?

Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac
Regulator Rejects Cap
Requ...

The Failed Presidency of
Karl Rove

Priests expose secret
cycle of U.S. torture

Murdoch taking aim at
N.Y. Times

The Progressive Values
of "Responsible”
Democrats

Bush to bolster Iraq troop
surge as Democrats
give...

100% Proof Google is
Keeping Conspiracy
Sites Down...

Hedge fund turmoil
snares Goldman Sachs

Roubini’s verdict - this is
worse than LTCM

How the gears jammed in
the housing machine

Every member of Alaska's
all-GOP congressional
del...



A Disneyland of Militant
Ignorance: The
American N...

First Gonzales, then Bush

Global central bank
bailout follows ten
years of r...

Shocker! Neocon rips
people off

Cop breaks protestor's leg

Troubled German bank
deeper than thought in
US loa...

Stu Bykofsky | | was
wrong about another
911

Cheney can't wait to kill
again

Why Rove is goner

Hedge funds need
trimming

Central banks' easy
virtue, easy money

HELICOPTER BEN
UNLEASHES DOLLAR
HYPERINFLATION

" Anyone buying anything
Wall Street is pumping
is...

Shall it Be War for Uncle
Sam or Peace for the
Ara...

Asia and the vicious cycle
of bank bailouts

U.S. Homeowner Woes
Felt Around World

Calling Them Killers
Doesn't Make Them So

Immigration crackdown
coming

HEY, HANK, LET'S SIT
DOWN AND CHAT
ABOUT THINGS

Massive Injections
Continue Across The
Globe

Hedge fund panic was
behind global stock
markets c...

A Palestinian Miracle at
the UN?

Abbas' war against the
Palestinian people

Former APA President
partner in CIA torture
firm

Radioactivity Detected at
New Jersey Accident
Site...

Cheney's neighbors topple
him in protest

ROVE RESIGNS; HIS VIDEO
HALL OF SHAME

The Insolvency Crisis:
How we got here, and



what t...

The Democrats Are
Selling Out the Peace
Movement

Leahy foils Karl Rove's
attempted escape from
over...

Central banks add money
for third day

A Segregated Road in an
Already Divided Land

New lobbying rules have
large loopholes
rendering ...

How to Get Around the
Law with FISA

How Rove will be
remembered

Ron Paul, lowa and the
Presidency

Anti-Semitism For
Dummies

Fed Bailouts and the
Bubble Boys

How the Fight for Vast
New Spying Powers Was
Lost

Tommy Thompson Drops
Presidential Bid

Rep. Ron Paul's wife gets
pacemaker

600,000 Palestinians in
the West Bank have no
regu...

What "Progress” in Iraq
Really Means

Rove bows out despised
and deified

US 'surge’ in Iraq 'likely to
fail’: British lawma...

‘The Mark of Rove': WSJ
interviews Karl

In Fundraising’s Murky
Corners

The Pollack-O'Hanlon trip
to Iraq fraud

It’s All About Them: PAUL
KRUGMAN - Will we
elect ...

Karl Rove, Top Strategist,
Is Leaving the White
Ho...

Shuffling Off to Crawford,
2007 Edition: FRANK
RIC...

CRIMES AND
CORRUPTIONS OF THE
NEW WORLD ORDER
NEWS...

> Aug 12 (42)
> Aug 10 (60)
> Aug 09 (66)
> Aug 08 (56)
> Aug 07 (72)



About (35)
(50)
(37)
(60)
(62)
(58)
(1482)
(1689)
(1549)
(684)
(692)
(617)

(1057)
> (1147)

Me

vVvVvVvyyvyyvVvyy

vVVvyVYyVYYVYYVYY

Marc Parent mparent7777
mparent CCNWON



