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TV presenter screws up and sets fire to Paris Hilton 
story live on air
Last updated at 19:54pm on 29th June 2007

 Comments (50)

To television bosses, it may have seemed a moment of onscreen madness.

But to viewers fed up with the whole Paris Hilton saga, it was a long-awaited outbreak of sanity.

American newsreader Mika Brzezinski, co-presenter of MSNBC's Morning Joe programme, refused to read out the
story of the celebrity socialite's release from jail ahead of items on Iraq and developments at the White House.

Scroll to the bottom to see the clip
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Mika Brzezinski attempted to set the Paris story alight in a show of 
disgust at it being the top news story

Read more...

Paris Hilton in disguise jets off to Maui

Miss Brzezinski then screwed up, shredded and attempted to set fire to the script on air. She told viewers: "I hate it 
and I don't think it should be our lead. I just don't believe in covering that story, at least not as the lead story on the 
newscast, when we have a day like today."

She was referring to stories about Iraq and President George Bush's problems with his Republican party.

Miss Brzezinski first screwed up the script and refused to read it.

Scroll to the bottom to see the clip

The enraged newsreader ripped the story to shreds

Then, on the next bulletin, she refused to read it again and took a co-presenter's cigarette lighter and tried to burn it.

Later, she refused to read the script for a third time and took it straight to the shredder in the studio, where she fed 
it into the machine.

Scroll to the bottom to see the clip



Brzezinski screwed the report up into a ball - but the Paris broadcast 
went ahead anyway

When producers played images of Miss Hilton leaving jail in Los Angeles, where she served a sentence for a 
probation violation after her drink- driving conviction, Miss Brzezinski was shown with her head in her hands as 
the cameras returned to the studio.

Scroll to the bottom to see the clip

Another copy of the news item and another Brzezinski demolition job - 
this time it goes in the shredder

A clip showing the presenter's stand has been viewed more than 250,000 times on the video website YouTube. Her 
stance drew hundreds of supportive comments online.

The blonde hotel heiress Miss Hilton was trying to avoid the cameras on her holiday in Hawaii.

Scroll to the bottom to see the clip



Disguise: Paris wearing a brown wig and straw hat which just drew more
attention to her

But the brown wig and straw hat she chose as her disguise just served to draw more attention to herself.

Watch the video of Ms Brzezinski Paris Hilton protest here
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50 people have commented on this story so far. Tell us what you think below. 

Here's a sample of the latest comments published. You can click view all to read all comments that readers have
sent in.

I watched the interview (on American TV) with Paris Hilton and all I can say is WELL DONE Ms Brzezinski. At 
last somebody in the media with an ounce of common sense.

- John, Peacehaven, East Sussex

Unfortunately, despite applauding this lady's actions, I fear that all it has done is afford the brainless heiress more 
unwarranted publicity.

- Tony, Oxford, UK

Well done Mika Brzezinski, if only broadcasters in this country would follow suit. Thank you for standing up for 
the millions of people that are sick of hearing about Paris Hilton ahead of soldiers dying in Iraq and people being 
evacuated from their homes due to the floods in this country.

- Julia, Bristol, UK
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Freed Paris Hilton does solitary... in Hawaii
After 23 days in jail, Paris Hilton is enjoying the freedom - and the solitude - of a holiday in the sun. The heiress 
claimed she was profoundly affected by her time in prison

War-torn past of the Serbian smasher Ana Ivanovic
She practised her tennis in bomb-battered Belgrade... and has just paid back the £250,000 she was lent to get to
Wimbledon. Meet the new sweetheart of Centre Court

Pete Doherty's new book: The diary of a nobody
Guess what, Pete Doherty has written a book, and yes, it is as awful as you would expect. I'll get on to that in a 
moment. But may I first define just what is so nauseating about Pete Doherty and Kate Moss

Sian celebrates a lucky escape from Lembit
He's childish, unreliable and selfish. The ITV weathergirl fires a devastating broadside at the MP who traded her in
for a Cheeky Girl

A very contrary Princess - why did the charming Margaret turn into the most unpopular royal?
Her beauty and seductive charm bewitched legions of admirers. So why, asks her biographer in this new series, did
Margaret turn into the most notoriously rude, hard-drinking and unpopular member of the Royal Family?
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Big Brother: Billi evicted by public vote

Billi made a model exit from the Big Brother house after becoming the third contestant to be shown the door

Comfort comes first for blooming Charlotte the country girl

Comfort is everything when you are seven months pregnant, even if Charlotte's dress sense lacks glamour

The moment Britney served a 'restraining order' on her own mother

The pop princess's relationship with her mum, once a Svengali figure in her life, has hit a new low

Posh and Co return but they REALLY, REALLY refuse to sing

There was only one moment when the Spice Girls didn't have that much to say - when asked to sing

Trinny shows...what not to bare at Elton's White Tie and Tiara party

She tells women everywhere What Not To Wear, but maybe Trinny should have thought twice about this outfit

Hotpants on parade as Wimbledon players sell tradition short

Once there was only ever the briefest glimpse of utilitarian sports knicker. Now, there is a fashion parade of
hotpants
All showbiz news »



FANCY THAT...

Furious TV presenter sets fire to Paris Hilton story live on air

In a protest over having to read a story sbout Paris, anchorwoman screws up and tries to burn her script

The elephants' odyssey

Desperately seeking water, a huge herd of elephants sweeps across the plain in central Africa... but poachers lie in 
wait

The human cannonball flying through the air with the greatest of ease

This daredevil appears to have mastered the art of flying ... by being blasted out of a cannon

Meet Eclyse - the ultimate zebra crossing

It was more a case of a zebra cross breeding than a zebra crossing when this 'zorse' was born after a tryst between a
zebra and a horse

Love a duck! Mother hen adopts abandoned ducklings

A broody hen has taken three ducklings under her wing after they were abandoned before they hatched
More fancy that >>


