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Iran Wants 250 Russian Heavy Fighters
By: fromPоrtugal on: 26.07.2007 [16:24 ] (1957 reads)

Russia's 
Rosoboronexport(ROE) is clos
to signing a defense order wit
Iran that may be the largest i
more that three decades 

... this sale is reportedly an 
order for 250 Sukhoi SU-30M
fighters, the largest order eve
made at any one time for this
aircraft. 
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With Its U.S. Jets Aging Iran Appears to Be Close to a 250-Sukhoi Order

Show News has learned that Russia's Rosoboronexport(ROE) is close to signing a defense 
order with Iran that may be the largest in more that three decades. A number of advanced 
Russian systems have been on the Iranian shopping list for some time, including the 
Almaz-Antei S-300 series of long-range SAMs, and Iran is in desperate need of finding 
substitutes for its fleet of 1970s-era American fighters. 

The centerpiece of this sale is reportedly an order for 250 Sukhoi SU-30MK fighters, the 
largest order ever made at any one time for this aircraft. It is unclear what the configuration 
of the aircraft would be, however. Recently, Irkut delivered its first SU-30MKM versions of the 
aircraft to Malaysia - an "Islamic" version based on the Indian Air Force's Su-30MKI sans its 
Israel Kit. 

But this variant of the aircraft contains European content from Thales and others, and it is 
unclear that the French avionics maker would do business with the Iranians while Tehran 
refuses to halt its uranium enrichment program. In the past, Thales officials have declined to 
discuss other military business with Iran, such as an upgrade program for the IRIAF's 
Mikoyan MiG-29 fleet. 

Iran had been interested in a licensed production agreement to manufacture the MiG-29 and 
Tupolev Tu-334 and had close to signing a deal, but negotiations reportedly collapsed over 
constantly shifting demands by the Iranian side. Sukhoi and its associated production plants, 
KnAAPO and Irkut, have a good deal of experience in setting up a licensed assembly 
agreements. Also, over the past ten years or more, ROE has continued to mantain good 
relations with Iran - positioning itself for just this kind of sales opportunity. 

link 

New orders for Yak-130 

The Yak-130 combat trainer has racked up another 82 firm orders to add to the 76 
already announced for the Algerian and Russian Air Forces, says Oleg Demchenko, 
president of Irkut Corp. Although the customers are not being disclosed for the time 
being, they all come from countries that are currently operating Russian combat 
trainers, he says. 

Developed by the Yakovlev Design Bureau, which is part of the Irkut enterprise, the two-seat 
trainer is currently undergoing its final flight trials, says Demchenko. 
The first six of Algeria’s order for 16 Yak-130s will be delivered next year with the balance of
10 following in 2009. The Russian Air Force has a contract to take 12 Yak-130s so far while
Demchenko says the Russian Ministry of Defence has a commitment for a further 60 of the
type. 

Demchenko estimates there is a market demand for some 1,200 combat trainers up to 2025 
and believes the Yak-130 can capture at least 100-180 of these. 
As the show started, the first two Su-30MKM multi-role fighters for the Malaysian Air Force 
were dispatched to the south-east Asian state. Irkut is producing 28 of the type for Malaysia. 
A slightly modified version of the aircraft, the Su-30MKI, is being produced for the Algerian 
Air Force. It will receive 12 fighters shortly and a further six by year-end, says Demchenko. 
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These news are interesting. i'm not getting official statments anywhere, but the fact is the 
same happened, for Venezuela, Syria, Algeria etc. 

And it makes sense, i always questioned myself why Iran is not buying one of the most 
dangerous fighters in the world with huge capabilities. 

Probably big pressures from some known states, the nuclear case, etc. 

But with the deterioration relations between Russia and US, and the better Russian's position
today, is giving Putin space to manouver and oil revenues is giving Iran the money to buy. 

Iran already received russian Tor-M systems, have russian submarines, russian fighters, it's 
time to get the S-300 or the 250 SU-30MK 

More "good" news for Bush, if it is the case, his aircraft carriers start to have a lot of no-go 
zones. 

Please not the curious of the second article, some undisclosed costumers have bought 82 
trainer jets, so who is needing so much trainers? it really make me think that the Iran's 
purchase could be something true. 
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why...
by truth-be-told on 26.07.2007 [17:44 ]

would iran need france to upgrade russian aircraft ? can't russia upgrade russian aircraft ?

but, regardless
by truth-be-told on 26.07.2007 [17:54 ]

i'd love to see those su-30mkir's flying over the southern limits of the arabian sea, showing the flag! 

maybe india or russia would sell them the brahmos missile to arm them. that would get the us navy's
attention!

RE: truth-be-told
by fromPоrtugal on 26.07.2007 [18:46 ]

It is not an upgrade. Client can choose some components, they could be russian or foreigner. 

Author is not clear and is only referring to a specific model. 

Regards, 
FromPortugal

In the name of Business
by djandjolik on 26.07.2007 [19:47 ]

there is no dictionary that call "enemy". This is billion Euros business not dollar aka toilet papers, no body want
to be left behind in this kind of deal of the century but they just don't want publications. Note: only those 
"criminals" in the WH don't want to see a business deal with Iran sovereign government.

Don't get too excited except about the Yak.
by Syrian on 27.07.2007 [00:22 ]

The fact that the customers are undisclosed and a person from Irkut is named leads me to believe that news is
true. 

Trainers are one of the most important parts of an Air force.



Question is
by richardstevenhack on 27.07.2007 [01:16 ]

will Iran get them in time? It takes time to do such a deal, then you have to deliver, then you have to integrate
into your force structure, train the pilots, set up the logistics for parts, set up your maintenance systems, 
deploy to your air bases, etc. 

Can Iran do this in time when Bush is likely to attack Iran sometime in the next 6-18 months? 

Iran doesn't need to be able to defeat the US air force
by Iranian-Shi'ite on 27.07.2007 [02:03 ]

All Iran has to do is be able to do is to stave off the US airforce for a few hours so that we can take our 
scientists to a safe place from being bombed. 

We can always rebuild. 

If we can save just half of our scientists, the US mission will be a failure. 

We don't need an airforce as strong as theirs in order to remove their incentive for attacking. 

Oh come on Iranian-Shi'ite
by iron_clay on 27.07.2007 [05:54 ]

Although your not living there your thinking is not as I'd expect here. 

If the delivery dates are too late, then the aircraft are useless. 

If the sites are successfully bombed and destroyed, then you are back at the stone age. 

If Iran hasn't already got it's scientists in very safe and moble places that move daily, then you'll be lucky to 
wake up to the stone age. 

These aircraft should have already been landed on Iran dirt. 

A defence in the future is no defence at all ... especially with the way "some other nations" stall on production 
due to U$ pressure. 

The best defence is to counter and destroy twice what your enemy takes of your's. 
I like to take double that in the first run ... and the outcome is always "a great deal of respect" for the second 
run ... if it's needed. 

If Iran is snapped out here with a sudden Israeli attack you can kiss the nuke power history for the next 900 
years. 

World war 4 will be sticks and stones. 

Neal

Iran is different
by djandjolik on 27.07.2007 [06:40 ]

than Iraq, its bigger geographically and most populated and control the passage of oil pathway in and out the
gulf. The attack will have great consequences for the Europe and China, Japan and Korea to lesser extent other 
small countries that need oil from the middle east. 

If Iran go war with US and Israel thats mean no oil flowing and that is mean more than US$ 5-6/gallon and the 
whole world will cried for that and this mean the US at war with the whole world. Once the war star it will take 
very long war. Just take a look Iraq, even when the US left Iraq the war will goes on because political structure 
developed during Saddam are gone and neither Shiah nor unny will be accepted. 

Iraq now and future are the factory for group of islamic fundamental that hate the west and western culture. 
This group a.k.a terrorist will flourist in the fragmented country like Iraq where the population is mixed with 
two fundamental religious. Once the US left Iraq its mean the end for US influence in the region and the whole 
sultanate (Kuwait, Oman, UAE) and kingdom (Saudi) will be gone. Iran and Iraq at war in prohibitively costly 
for Asia and Europe. Its certainly the end of the US.

I'm hoping
by truth-be-told on 27.07.2007 [07:17 ]

that Russia seizes the opportunity provided by a US/Israeli attack on Iran to "justify" a Russian attack on the
Saudi oilfields, rendering them useless. ( A attack combining first precision attacks and them carpet bombing 
would be most effective.) With this one BOLD move, Russia would become the largest exporter of oil, and 
would dictate not only the global price of oil, but also the CURRENCY in which it is denominated.



I'm hoping
by truth-be-told on 27.07.2007 [07:18 ]

that Russia seizes the opportunity provided by a US/Israeli attack on Iran to "justify" a Russian attack on the
Saudi oilfields, rendering them useless. ( A attack combining first precision attacks and them carpet bombing 
would be most effective.) With this one BOLD move, Russia would become the largest exporter of oil, and 
would dictate not only the global price of oil, but also the CURRENCY in which it is denominated. 

Such an attack, launched from bases in southern Russia, like Grozny, is quite feasible!

Iran doesn't need these aircraft
by Iranian-Shi'ite on 27.07.2007 [07:26 ]

We have our own indigenous military industry. Iran should take the money for these Migs and put them into 
domestic R & D. 

What we currently have is sufficient to hold off their control of the skies until we get our scientists to safety. 

Then we can rebuild very quickly since we already have the knowledge. We can develop even faster then 
because we will no longer be bound by the restrictions of the NPT, and we won't have to disclose the location 
of our sites as we are currently doing. 

Purchasing the Russian aircraft didn't help Syria in 1982, and it won't help Iran now. 

The USA is in no position to attack considering that their economy is faltering, Iran has Shahab 3 that can 
counterstrike Israel's Dimona, The USA is bogged down in Iraq and has to ask Iran for help, the Strait of 
Hormuz is vulnerable. 

By the time the USA is ready to attack (disengaged from Iraq and improved its economy) Iran will have 
developed better aircraft on its own, better SAMs, and will have a fully functioning nuclear power capacity. 

The USA better just get used to the idea of Iran developing energy with peaceful nuclear power. They can't 
stop it from happening. 
We don't need the Migs. We already have everything we need. 

They couldn't even take out Hezbollah's bunkers
by Iranian-Shi'ite on 27.07.2007 [07:31 ]

Iran has much more territory than Southern Lebanon, has much more rugged terrain to hide things, and has 
had the means and time to build far stronger underground bunkers. 

Israel/USA couldn't even take out all of Hezbollah's underground bunkers. Iran's bunkers are far deeper and 
stronger and hidden more carefully. With the US aircraft flying about trying to find all the many nuclear sites 
while Shahabs are overwhelming Israeli Arrow defense systems, and Iranian SAMs are keeping the USA aircraft 
busy, there will be plenty of time to get most of the scientists to safety. 

20 or 30 at most
by Iranian-Shi'ite on 27.07.2007 [07:35 ]

If the above report is true, and Russia is considering selling Migs to Iran, then Iran should buy only 20 or 30 to 
study and reverse engineer. 

However, I doubt that Russia will really sell these to Iran. The USA will probably try to block the sale. They 
almost succeeded in stopping the sale of the TOR SAM system to Iran.

If the USA could bomb Iran
by Iranian-Shi'ite on 27.07.2007 [07:54 ]

If the USA was able to bomb Iran's peaceful nuclear facilities, they would have done it by now. 

They haven't attacked yet because they know that they have a less than 1% chance of successfully knocking 
out Iran's nuclear abilities completely, while there is a high chance that they will suffer for the attempt.

Iranian-Shi'ite
by truth-be-told on 27.07.2007 [08:39 ]

i love you baby, but you are too close to this to be rational. your arguments reveal your wishes and obscure
you're logical capacity. iran does NOT have the capability to forestall, even for a minute, an determined us
attack. it would be over before iran even had the opportunity to prepare. 

are you aware of how long it's taken china to reverse engineer a turbofan engine? do you know the difference



between a turbojet and a turbofan? iran is building turbojet aircraft, 1970's technology! do you really think that
can compete? 

none of us here want iran to suffer defeat, but as a REAL fighter, one whom has trained, prepared, fought,
won, lost , and drawn, I can tell you that underestimating your opponents/overestimating your own capabilities 
is the most certain method of self defeat. i hate to say this, but it seems that iranian male culture is stuck in a
primitive mode of chest thumping. my experience has shown me that chest thumpers are the least capable
(intellectually) of adapting to the reality of the battle, when it turns against them, and completely incapable of 
acknowledging defeat or error. 

these are the precise characteristics of GWB! is that a model you wish to emulate?

the syrains
by truth-be-told on 27.07.2007 [08:56 ]

are the worst example to use to determine the effectiveness of Russian aircraft. syrian pilots aren't trained or
capable, they're chosen politically. the entire syrian military is a tool of internal control, not an instrument of
foreign policy. they fulfill the role of policemen, not warriors. research the performance of indian airforce
russian made aircraft against us aircraft in recent exercises if you want to acquire a more balanced perspective 
on capabilities. the iranian military should be expected to seek out the best hardware that is available. i say go
for the su-35 instead of the su-30. any source you reference that compares the indian su-30(35) to other
su-30s being exported say that they are FAR supreior! 

the arabs, in general, are a disgrace. please don't equate persians with arabs. i'm not iranian, and that's even
an insult to me!

Sukhoi, not Mig
by AБ on 27.07.2007 [09:00 ]

Why do you call thes vehicles Migs? 

FYI, Sukhoi (Su), Mikoyan (MiG) and Yakovlev (Yak) are the names of Russian aircraft engineers who where 
the first heads of corresponding companies. These companies are now supposed to merge into united aircraft 
corporation but still there are different engineering teams behind each brand.

RE: Iranian-Shi'ite
by fromPоrtugal on 27.07.2007 [09:43 ]

Hello Iranian-Shi'ite, how are you? 

I would like to give my opinion regarding your comments. 

All Iran has to do is be able to do is to stave off the US airforce for a few hours so that we can take our 
scientists to a safe place from being bombed. 

I completely disagree. The duty of any government is to protect their people the best way they can. Iran 
population would be dying with carpets bombing by B-52 and what matters is that iranians scientists are safe? 
it is important to save your scientists, but much more important is to deny an attack to your country. You do 
that, with weapons and the best weapons you can afford. You must show to your agressor that an attack will 
means heavy losses, will mean too much costs for the agressor engage. You must put your agressor in doubt, 
you must make your agressor thinking twice. 

So, denying to your agressor the ability to flying your space is a must. the ability to protect your troops from 
air is extremely important. And if you can project your power beyond your frontiers and reach your agressor 
the better is protected your country. If you can make an war outside your country, you will have your military 
filling their purpose, they are dying knowing their land, their country, their family are protected far from 
bombs. 

If your country manage to defend your frontiers and repell the agressor, the government and their militry have 
done their job. The country, the people, the children, are safe. 

We have our own indigenous military industry. Iran should take the money for these Migs and put them into 
domestic R & D 

Iranian-Shi'ite, in my opinion you have too much confidence in your indigenous military industry. There are
much more advanced countries with indigenous military industry and they know that doesn't protect them for 
some agressors. Don't convince yourself of that, because the reality is a lot diferent. Even Iran show proofs of 
that, they are buying russian equipment and a few years ago, they were the third large customer for russia 
hardware. 

Purchasing the Russian aircraft didn't help Syria in 1982, and it won't help Iran now 

Bad example Iranian-Shi'ite, it is not the question of being russian aircraft, do you really believe that? 

The USA is in no position to attack... 

They aren't, but Iran needs to plan for the future, if they by 250 planes now, they would at least a decade to 
have the planes and pilots trained. Meanwhile, while you are developing your aircraft, imagine what others with 
more advanced hardware are doing, they are not waiting you to catch them, that's for sure. 

Israel/USA couldn't even take out all of Hezbollah's underground bunkers... 



Don't compare diferent situations. And don't understimate US capabilities. US can be having hard times in Iraq, 
it may have problems in economy, but their armed forces are intact, you can count the countries that can 
repell an US attack today. 

then Iran should buy only 20 or 30 to study and reverse engineer 

If that was the case, then Iran should already have a fleet of US F-14 planes made locally. And you are not 
seeing that. 

If the USA was able to bomb Iran's peaceful nuclear facilities, they would have done it by now. 

Iranian-Shi'ite, USA is perfectly able to attack Iran's nuclear facilities, the problem is not there, the problem is 
the consequences of these acts. 

My opinion Iranian-Shi'ite, 
Regards, 
FromPortugal

Iranian-Shi'ite
by truth-be-told on 27.07.2007 [10:01 ]

we're all on your side buddy! 

we just want you to try to see things more rationally! 

DEATH TO AMERICA!!!

Iran must remember that he real danger to
by djandjolik on 27.07.2007 [11:09 ]

Iran is when US troop/militarily left Iraq. As long as they are in Iraq and bleeding no danger at all to Iran.

@truth-be-told
by Syrian on 27.07.2007 [12:47 ]

Perhaps some are chosen politically now, but in the past you couldn't be further from the truth. 

Please don't lump us into "the arabs", we have little in common with other arabic countries. Take your racist 
ideals somewhere else, we did pretty well against the israhellis in the past. The only country Iran has fought 
was Iraq and the conclusion was not decisive (though, Iran just came out of a revolution and Iraq had 
American backing) 

I agree 100% with Iranian-Shi'ite. Iran doesn't need these aircrafts, and neither does Syria. War has moved on 
from such tactics and only a bufoon would try to win a war purely with aircrafts. A few well placed shahabs 
would end the war for the zionists and dimona in particular. 

Finally, don't try to insult him and the general commentators with something simple like a turbofan/turbojet 
comparison. He is very well educated and his opinions aren't formed haphazardly. 

@fromPоrtugal 
The USA will not be able to attack anything beyond Busher. Iran has a vast underground network, bunker 
buster bombs are bust and won't be able to do anything except heat up the sand. By the time the attack is 
finished, the Hormuz is closed and the war is over. 

"If that was the case, then Iran should already have a fleet of US F-14 planes made locally. And you are not 
seeing that." 

Yeah, we're seeing superior aircrafts which are also partially stealth being developed by Iran. 

"Iranian-Shi'ite, USA is perfectly able to attack Iran's nuclear facilities, the problem is not there, the problem is 
the consequences of these acts. " 

Ditto for attacking any strong country. I don't see the USA attacking Russia any time soon.

AT ALL:
by Seele on 27.07.2007 [13:08 ]

There will be a new list of IR video on this page in about 30 min. 

The list this time included more than 320 attacks , including a JUBA video -> this time from HJaish Al 
Mujahedeen and more than 195 Shia IED attacks. Get the links and download as long as the links do exist.

responses
by Iranian-Shi'ite on 27.07.2007 [13:54 ]



"iran does NOT have the capability to forestall, even for a minute, an determined us attack. it would be over 
before iran even had the opportunity to prepare. " 

Then the Russian Migs wouldn't help either. If the US aircraft are able to fly undetected straight to the bomb 
sites, then the Migs would just get bombed while the nuke sites were getting bombed also. They would just be 
very expensive pieces of burning metal. 

"do you know the difference between a turbojet and a turbofan? " 

No, but I'd appreciate it if you could elaborate. I'm a computer programmer, not a mechanical engineer. I 
could do a Wike, but I'd rather hear what you have to say. 

do you really think that can compete? 

I don't think it needs to be able to beat them. Just delay them. 

I'll discuss more later, I have to go to work now. 

This is an interesting topic. I hope that knowledgable people offer their input. I just won't be able to respond to 
all of them. 

A little bubble of time
by Iranian-Shi'ite on 27.07.2007 [14:34 ]

"syrian pilots aren't trained or capable," 
The Syrians were flying blind. Israeli guided missiles had taken out their radar. In the 73 war the Syrians had 
boots in the Mediterranean. 

"I can tell you that underestimating your opponents/overestimating your own capabilities" 
I'm not saying we can defeat them. Just delay them. Even in Afghanistan it was several days into the war 
before US commanders stated that they fully controlled the skies. I'm not placing my predictions on ego, but 
on objective calculation. If there is an error in my calculations, then I'd be happy to have them shown to me. 

"but it seems that iranian male culture is stuck in a primitive mode of chest thumping. . . . the arabs, in 
general, are a disgrace." 
These stereotypes are incorrect. They are simplistic and misinformed. Iranian male culture is not machismo 
centered. If anything it leans towards the humility and introvertedness with the poetry and mysticism. The 
Arabs are honest and straightforward. There is no military disgrace with them either considering that Israel had 
the backing of the USA, England, France, and other powerful Western countries, and despite that the Arabs 
defeated Israel twice in Southern Lebanon. 

"we're all on your side buddy! we just want you to try to see things more rationally!" 
I know and I appreciate that. That's why I'm interested in having an unemotional, detached, and objective 
analysis of the facts. 

"Iran population would be dying with carpets bombing by B-52 and what matters is that iranians scientists are 
safe?" 
The USA will not carpet bomb Iranian cities. The public relations aftermath would be a total disaster for the 
USA. Such an act would be highly illogical, even for the radical Neoconservatives. 

"So, denying to your agressor the ability to flying your space is a must." 
That's the eventual goal, but to expect to be able to do that now is unrealistic, and the Migs won't help us get 
there. We need to have realistic goals, and completely securing Iranian skies against F-22 Raptors is not 
logically feasible. A more realistic goal is to protect the primary target of the aggressor. 

more later. 
thanks for the comments. 

to the "syrian"
by truth-be-told on 27.07.2007 [15:14 ]

learn the difference between "race" and culture, and then you can kick me outta here. arab military culture is
IDIOTIC. who else have the jews kicked around or 60 years? 

as for the iran/iraq war. i think iranian shi'ite would have serious differences with you on your analysis of that 
one. saddam had the support of the entire western world and iran had NO weapons resupply. 

proof, baby, is in pudding! syria ain't done a damn thing. who controls the golan? i don't even want to address
that 'cause it's moot! 

to iranian shi'ite: we've been here before! all i have to offer is my sincere hope that your nation will develop a



strong air-defence capability. these su-30s could be another element of that air-defence. ideally though, those
s-300s would come in quite handy. if china is buying them, if india is buying them, if even the us bought some
to "improve" the capabilities of the patriot system, the s-300s must have something going for them. everybody
in the world wants them, why not iran? 

sorry to be unkind, but ultimately victory in war don't depend on who's backing whom, but on who's unwilling 
to lose. VIETNAM didn't quit did they? the MUJAHADEEN didn't quit did they? So, if your country quit fighting
and SETTLED with an enemy that TOOK your land, i don't think iran needs to learn a goddamned thing from 
your culture. 

F-22 is a failure
by Syrian on 27.07.2007 [15:20 ]

And posses no threat to Iran. B-2, F-117, yes ... F-22 no. The Su-27 with vectorization kits will make it fall out
of the sky. 

Its the sheer quantity of USAn aircrafts that will be difficult to deal with, but given their wear and the 
bankrupcy of the USAns, I'm betting the farm on Iran.

@truth-to-be-told
by Blitzkrieg- on 27.07.2007 [17:26 ]

I'll be the first to admit that Arabs have their problems and arrogance is one of them, but with regard to the
military failure keep in mind that Israel is just a small country and the Arabs should have been able to defeat 
them easily. 

So why weren't they defeated? Even if the Arab militaries aren't as advanced, our overwhelming size should
have allowed us to overrun Israel long ago. 

In 1948 as far as I can tell most Arab countries either underestimated Israel, or in the case of Jordan, just 
wanted to make a land grab for Palestine and were covertly in agreement with the Israel's (the old King 
Abdullah, i.e. the british stooge). 

In 1967 the Egyptian Generals were too busy to be prepared for war. They were busy of course with important
work involving liquor, belly-dancers and hashish. Or so the story goes. 

The Egyptian army was capable, but Arab leadership was arrogant, incompetent and stupid, neither properly 
developing their domestic economies nor a local military industry, nor taking (or not caring) for the Israeli 
threat too seriously. 

Instead they would depend on Russia for weapons, which they would waste in a war and go into debt. 

In 1973, the Egyptians and Syrians simulatanously attacked and shocked the world by showing that the 
so-called Israeli Bar-Lev line, lamented by so many military experts at the time, was surpassed at a far quicker 
pace than the Israel's estimated. 

As I posted before in an old threat, the war was going perfectly and according to plan. During the war,
however, Anwar Sadaat, the late Egyptian president changed the plan/objective of the war by deciding to 
penetrate deeper into the occupied Sina peninsula and out of range of Egyptian SAMs. 

This was done despite the objections of the Army commanders and despite the original limited objectives of the 
plan, which was to hold a strip of the Sinai and keep Israel busy. 

How one man like Sadat could usurp an entire army and single-handedly sabotage a war, to me, is the biggest 
tragedy. 

See h ttp://www.el-shazly.com/ for more details. General Saad El-Shazly was one of the main planners of the
war, and he wrote against Sadat after the war and was sent to London in an effort to silence him. 

Similary, in 1967, how some Generals could be so arrogant and lazy and corrup, is the biggest tragedy. 

And lastly, how the Arabs could laud and praise leaders like Jamal Abdel Nasser, who despite all his rhetoric, 
neither properly developed Arab/Egyptian techonology and industry to decent standards, nor did he develop a 
proper military industry, choosing instead, to put his faith on the Russian supplier, is the real tragedy. 

Our political weaknesses, our weak, corrupt, and trecherous leaders are the main problem. Up to this day there
is no proper Arab military industry. 

Compare this to the achievements of the Iranians in the last 20 years when they made the intelligent choice of 
supplying most of their defence needs. 

Compare this to a poor country like Pakistan who has an impressive military industy. 

Arab armies given the chance can be capable, as groups with limited means (Hizballah and Hamas and IR) 
have shown, that when determined and organized, and with the LACK OF INTERFERENCE BY CORRUPT 
TREACHEROUS LEADERS, resistance against the Israelis is a real possibility. 

As far as I can see, currently, groups in the Mid-East are the most successful at assymetric warfare (hizb, IR, 
hamas) given their circumstances (i.e. Opposition from US,Israel, and their own countries). In these
unfavourable situations, and left to their own devices, what these groups have acheived and are acheiving are 
truly impressive given the opposition.



@blitzkrieg
by truth-be-told on 27.07.2007 [18:21 ]

a thorough and knowledgeable analysis! 

the iranian leadership has, indeed, made wise choices in developing a defense industry. 

i only wish to see them focus on those technologies that will neither deter nor forestall US strategy, but defeat
it. 

i know that, ultimately, this is their wish too!

As much as I'd like the Iranians to blow away
by Deathtodubya on 27.07.2007 [18:43 ]

the Skanks, I don't see how they can do much damage to the Americunts in the air. This isn't a case of getting
20-30 or even 50 s-300 systems. Iran would need a multilayered air defence with hundreds of SAM launchers
to cover all rangers and altitudes, the aircraft to defend the skies with the SAM's and to protect the launchers 
themselves, along with all the radar and countermeasure systems they can find. 

People here look at the primitive, idiotic and brutal US military on the ground in Iraq and assume that this 
translates into all their branches. Sadly, this is not the case. The US airforce is devious and cunning and very 
thorough in identifying threats to its aircraft and how best to neutralise them so that they can then rain death 
on the target country with impunity. The Radars, SAM sites, and airbases WILL be the FIRST targets, and the 
US will use cruise missiles and F-117's to minimise risk to it's aircraft. It's how Iran deals with this initial 
onslaught that will determine whether the US Air Force has a free reign or will have to take losses, and face 
substantial disruption to its plans. 

In the best case scenario where Iran's Air Defense survives relativelly intact, it will still lead to Iran's defeat in 
the air war. They just don't have the numbers or the intergrated overlapping Air Fighting network that the US 
has. Talking that the F-22 is crap for example misses the point. It's not one plane they will face, but thousands 
and as a famous general once said 'Numbers have their own quality'. 

What Iran can do though is make it extremely costly for the US scum, and with no clear success the US will 
either have to give up or launch a ground invasion which would level the field for the Iranians.
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