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Policemen interacting with Bedouin
residents during the evacuation of the
unrecognized Negev villages of Um
Al-Hiran and A-Tir. (Mijal Grinberg)
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ILA destroys Bedouin homes to make way for Jewish
town
By Mijal Grinberg, Haaretz Correspondent

The Israel Land Administration (ILA), with the assistance of a large police force
and IDF soldiers, demolished dozens of tin shack homes Monday in the
unrecognized Bedouin villages Um Al-Hiran and A-Tir in the northern Negev.

The ILA is destroying the village built on government-owned land and
evacuating its inhabitants so that a Jewish Community named "Hiran" can be
established in the area. Fourteen shacks, which housed some 100 people, have
been destroyed by bulldozers so far.

Bedouin women attempted to get their children out of the house but police
wanted to speed up the process so they grabbed the play pens with the children
inside and did not let the mothers come near.

"Tonight we will sleep on
the ground", Fajua Ab Abu
Al-Cian said.

Young men, roughly
18-years of age, wearing
orange shirts are taking
part in the evacuation,
removed the Bedouin's
property from their homes
and placing it in piles on
the ground outside. 

Haaretz has discovered
that these teenagers are
workers employed by
sub-contractors hired by
the ILA. According to the evacuators, they are being paid in cash and denied
labor rights. 

According to Adallah, the Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel, the
residents of the village have been living there for 51 years. They were
transferred to the site in 1956 while under martial law. The land they originally
owned was transferred to Kibbutz Shoval, while the Bedouin were leased 3000
dunam of land for agriculture and grazing. 
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In August 2001 the ILA submitted a report on the establishment of new
communities, which included Hiran. The Bedouin residents living in the area
appeared under the title of "special problems" that may affect the establishment
of the community. 

The government approved the establishment of Hiran in 2002, and in 2004 the
state submitted a court order claiming that residents of Al Hiran should be
evacuated as they are using state lands without permission. 
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