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Israel seizes Arab land near Jerusalem
Ezzedine Said

AFP

October 9, 2007

JERUSALEM -- Israel has ordered the confiscation of Arab land outside East
Jerusalem, the army and Palestinian officials said Tuesday, reviving fears that the
occupied West Bank could be split in two.

Hassan Abed Rabbo at the Palestinian local government ministry said the late September
order covers 110 hectares (272 acres) in four Palestinian villages between East Jerusalem
and the Jewish settlement of Maale Adumim.

The land could create a bloc of settlements incorporating Maale Adumim and nearby
Mishor Adumim and Kedar, he said, and "prevent Palestinian territorial continuity" between
the West Bank and Jordan Valley.

The army orders given to landowners, a copy of which was seen by Agence France-
Presse, justified the expropriation on "military grounds" and for "measures designed to
stop terrorist acts."

The army confirmed Israel was constructing a 15.5-kilometer (10-mile) road connecting
East Jerusalem with the West Bank town of Jericho on 144 hectares of state-owned land
and 23 hectares of private land "which was appropriated.”

Israel's Ha'aretz newspaper said the appropriated land would be used to build a new road
for Palestinians only, and would also allow for the development of Jewish settlements in
the West Bank.

"That, in turn, would ‘'free up' the E-1 area between Jerusalem and Maale Adumim,
through which the current Jerusalem-Jericho road runs, for a long-planned Jewish
development consisting of 3,500 apartments and an industrial park," Ha'aretz wrote.

In 2005, Israel - under US pressure - froze plans to connect Maale Adumim to East
Jerusalem, which the Palestinians want to make the capital of their promised state and
which Israel has occupied since 1967.

The Palestinians heavily criticized the project because it would effectively split the West
Bank and separate the territory from East Jerusalem.

Israelis and Palestinians are trying to draw up a joint document that would serve as a basis
for final-status negotiations, ahead of an international meeting on the Middle East
scheduled for next month in the United States.

Jewish settlement activity has been one of several stumbling blocks that have precluded
an agreement in past Israeli-Palestinian negotiations.

"We condemn this Israeli decision to confiscate Palestinian land at a time in which we are
trying to revive the peace process," chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat said.

"Settlement expansion, especially in the Jerusalem area, will undermine and destroy these
efforts. We call upon the Israeli government to revoke this decision and give peace a
chance," he added.

2 @ %

Print Email article Letter to Ed.

Online Resources

advertisement

your Aussie mobile now
www.hot-mobiletones.com

Your World

\.\.rww grimagazine.org/middleea

& & @

@ @ @ B @ @ @ @ @ @ @ -5

& @ @

&

Y

o @ @

Get a free Israel ringtone direct to Share your experiences on Iraq
war & other world conflicts online

guardianweekly.co.uk

Ads by Google

Censored RSS Feeds

advertisement

The Middle Ea »
in Bible Prophecy

Ads by Google

REGION
Iran, IAEA discuss nukes questions
EU urges Turkey to step up reform momentum

Rebels say Khartoum using 'scorched earth policy' in
Darfur

Ethiopia president reelected for new six-year term
more

BUSINESS
Bahrain seeks to stamp out corruption
Israel and Egypt to boost exports to US
Qatari Diar buys London property project
Oil boom triggers vast expansion in Gulf airports
more

CULTURE
UAE honors journo victims of Mideast violence
Turkey warns US over Armenian genocide bill
French parliament set to vote on Abu Dhabi Louvre
Israel seizes Arab land near Jerusalem
more

WOMEN
Bahrain's first woman minister dropped in reshuffle
Petition urges Saudi king to let women drive
Senegal's new senate doubles women in chamber
UNICEF urges Egypt to stop female circumcision
more

SCI-TECH
Interpol launches global hunt for Internet paedophile
Microsoft creates online 'vault' for health records

Yahoo tackles notorious eBay-PayPal 'phishing’
scams

Hamsters on Viagra take center stage at Ig Nobel
awards
more

COMMENTARY
Commentary: Pro-war liberals come in from the cold
Commentary: The October/Yom Kippur War - 34
years on
Commentary: So what about Iran?
Commentary: Why no one really wants a Syria
regime change

more

YOUR WORLD
Britney Spears gets children visitation rights
N.Korea agrees to declare all nukes programs
Yangon quiet as UN envoy drafts Myanmar report
More than 1,000 missing in Myanmar, say rights
groups
more

Tuesday, Oct 09 2007

GREEK PROMOTION

/ 5
CARTOONS

advertisement

Learn
Hebrew
Like a
Secrer

Agent

WWW,
LightningHebrew
.com

www.LightningHebrew.com
Ads hv Gonnononale



