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"A matter of revenge": Israel denying medical treatment to
Gaza

Rami Almeghari writing from the Gaza Strip, occupied Palestine, Live from
Palestine

21-day-old Ahmad Abu Nada with his mother in the intensive care unit of the Gaza
Children's Hospital. (Rami Almeghari)

November 22, 2007

"We had been waiting for an urgent referral to an outside hospital for the
past six days, until he died today," said Dr. Ismail Yassin Monday, in
response to the death of one more patient at the Gaza Children's
Hospital.

Tamer al-Yazji, a 12-year-old chicken pox patient, died on Monday on his
hospital bed after his referral to an Israeli hospital had been delayed.

Dr. Yassin explained that Tamer's condition had gotten worse over the
past few weeks, showing symptoms of blood problems in his brain, so
the ill-equipped hospital requested his urgent referral for an MRI scan
and follow-up, which meant accessing medical care facilities in Israel or
Egypt.

Working in less than ideal conditions with fuel supplies cut and medicine
not entering the strip, Gaza Children's Hospital is currently hospitalizing a
number of patients, including many infants and 10 cases of cardiac
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disease patients.

Director of the hospital's infant intensive care unit, Dr. Shirin Abed, said
that her unit provides care to a number of infants who are in bad need of
medication.

Ahmad Abu Nada, a 21-day-old infant, Dr. Abed said, has been suffering
from poor suckling since was born and that his condition is getting much
worse.

"This baby's condition has been deteriorating and unless he is referred
for [outside] medical care, his brain could be damaged in the course of
few days or few weeks, so we ask for help. We filed a request to the
concerned authorities for his referral, yet we have not received any
response," she stated.

According to the health care workers at the hospital, usually the
Palestinian Health Ministry in Gaza determines to where a patient will be
referred: either to the Israeli Hadasah hospital or to the Palestinian-run
al-Maqased hospital in East Jerusalem.

Now that the Hamas government has been in complete control of the
Gaza Strip since June, the processing of such medical care transfer
requests is taking longer than ever.

Earlier this month, a breast cancer patient died as her entry to Israel for
treatment was delayed.

According to hospital officials, Gaza hospitals in general lack basic
equipment such as MRI scanners or dialysis machines; therefore, many
cases are being referred to outside Gaza every month.

In addition to the delay of access of Gaza patients to outside hospitals,
mainly Israeli ones, the internal Israeli intelligence agency, the Shabak
(Shin Bet) is reportedly pressuring applicants to give information in
exchange for permission.

"Upon arrival at the Erez crossing in northern Gaza, the Shabak officers
start interrogating patients, demanding them to give the Shabak
information about friends and neighbors. When a patient refuses to give
such information, the Shabak sends him back to Gaza," explained Miri
Weingarten of Physicians for Human Rights-Israel (PHR), based in Tel
Aviv.

Weingarten said that PHR had filed a petition to the Israeli high court
requesting three demands: allowing treatment for 11 patients enlisted in
the petition, allowing all those in need for referral outside Gaza to travel
and stopping the Israeli Shabak's interrogation of Gaza patients who
cross the Erez checkpoint.

"Among the eleven patients we requested for their entry, was Na'el
al-Kordi, 21, who died early this week after having been denied access,
while four others got the permission, with only two of them managing to
enter the Erez checkpoint," Weingarten added.

Neither the Israeli government, nor the Israeli high court, has yet
responded to PHR's petition or to any other appeals by various local and
international bodies to allow smooth access of Gaza patients to treatment
outside Gaza.

According to PHR, Israel delays the access of 40 patients every month,
thus causing death or deterioration of health condition in many cases.

In September, Israel declared Gaza a "hostile entity," stepping up
attacks on the coastal strip and cutting large quantities of fuel supplies to
the 1.4-million-strong population which is dependant on Israel for many
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basic needs, from water to medication.

Israel cites security reasons for all its actions against the Gaza Strip,
namely preventing Palestinian resistance factions from firing homemade
rockets onto nearby Israeli towns.

However, in the words of Weingarten, "It is not a matter of security, it's
rather a matter of revenge."

Rami Almeghari is currently contributor to several media outlets including
the Palestine Chronicle, aljazeerah.info, IMEMC, The Electronic Intifada
and Free Speech Radio News. Rami is also a former senior English
translator at and editor in chief of the international press center of the
Gaza-based Palestinian Information Service. He can be contacted at
rami_almeghari at hotmail.com.
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