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China unveils new fighter jet

POSTED: 4:19 a.m. EST, January 6, 2007

China's Jian-10 fighter jet takes off from a
military base in Chengdu, Sichuan
province, last week.
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BEIJING, China (Reuters) -- China has unveiled its Jian-10 multi-role indigenous fighter
jet, marking a "historic leap forward" and narrowing a technological gap with major
military powers, state media said on Saturday.

China is the fourth country in the world capable of developing its own advanced fighter
aircraft, engines and air-to-air missiles, the People's Daily, the mouthpiece of the
Communist Party, said in a front-page story.

The newspaper did not identify the three other countries, but defense analysts said it
was apparently referring to the United States, Russia and France.

"The Jian-10 is superior to the SU-27 but inferior to the SU-30," a military source who
spoke on condition of anonymity told Reuters, referring to Russia's Sukhoi fighter jets.

A five-minute video was shown to Chinese reporters in Beijing on Friday, revealing how
the fighter takes off, lands, fires missiles and flies in formation, the official Xinhua news
agency said. Foreign journalists were barred from the news conference.

The Beijing Daily, the Guangming Daily, the Farmers' Daily and Internet portals
splashed pictures of fighters taking off and pilots marching past a row of fighters.

"It has increasingly become apparent the J-10 has the potential of becoming one of the
most significant fighters in the next few decades,” www.globalsecurity.org said on its
Web site.

But Xinhua quoted unnamed military experts as saying the Jian-10 cannot match the
performance of fourth-generation U.S. fighter jets, but its basic design and indigenous
equipment are comparable to those of mainstream fighter aircraft in the West.

As many as 300 Jian-10 may be produced, sinodefence.com said.

The Jian-10 first flew in 1998 and entered the PLA Air Force service in 2003,
sinodefence.com said, adding that the single-seat and twin-seat trainer are "all-weather,
high-performance multi-role fighter aircraft capable of both air-to-air and air-to-ground
roles".

"(It) marks a breakthrough in China's research and development of heavy fighter
aircraft," Liu Gaozhuo, executive commander in chief of the Jian-10 program, told
Xinhua.

According to China's defense-policy paper released last December, the air force is
reducing the number of combat aircraft, giving priority to the development of new
fighters as well as air and missile defense weapons.

The China Aviation Industry Corp. |, China's leading aircraft manufacturer, provided the
armed forces with 90 percent of its airborne weapons.

AVIC | has produced 15,000 aircraft, 50,000 aero-engines and more than 10,000
missiles. Company sales rose for the sixth straight year last year, hitting 80 billion yuan
($10.3 billion), up 15.7 percent. Profits surged 42 percent to 3 billion yuan.

China has claimed Taiwan as its own since their split in 1949 amid civil war and vowed
to attack the self-ruled democratic island if it formally declares independence.

The United States and Japan are to discuss in February joint plans for their troops to
deal with a potential stand-off between China and Taiwan, Japanese media said.

Copyright 2007 Reuters. All rights reserved.This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

Tools: Save | Print | E-mail | Most Popular

Education Specials Autos I-Reports

Cold, hard cash.

Fidelity

SuREETARET

Sratt e

Subscribe to TIME
for just $1.99!

»Click Here

Compare

| Quicken|
Mortgage Rates (\___,

Select Loan Purpose

Desired

Loan Amount:
Current

Monthly Payment:

Choose A State

See Results

OR
Call 1-800-984-7188



Next story in World ¥ World

FOLLOW RELATED TOPICS

Search Topic E-mail Alerts

China ®
Aerospace Engineering .
Military

ACTIVATE

What are E-mail Alerts? | Manage Alerts | Create Your Own

" =% Hussein tape reveals plan to exterminate Kurds
i

Saddam Hussein and his cousin "Chemical Ali" discussed
killing thousands with chemical weapons before
...'“ unleashing them on Kurds in 1988, according to tapes p ...
T

LATEST NEWS
' MOST POPULAR [ TOP STORIES BEST VIDED

« Penn prof charged with murder

- Officials investigating NYC smell

» Bacharach-Dickinson child suicide
» YouTube blocked in much of Brazil

= Rosie on Trump:'Did | hit a nerve'

International Edition Languages CNN TV CNN International Headline News Transcripts Advertise with Us About Us Contact Us
SEARCH @ THEWEB (7) cHmcom SEARCH | powered by "WREHOOL SEARCH
© 2007 Cable News Network LP, LLLP. SERVICES »  E-mails RSS E&E  Podcasts [EZdl CNNtoGo  CNN Pipeline

A Time Warner Company. All Rights Reserved.
Terms under which this service is provided to you.
Read our privacy guidelines. Contact us. o [Ppeine] Pay service with live and archived video. Learn more

(G External sites open in new window; not endorsed by CNN.com



