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THE REASON FOR ALL THE PIPE BOMBS IS THAT CHERTOFF IS
TRYING TO GET A FUNDING BILL PASSED FOR IED'S
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The reason for all the recent pipe bombs
is that Chertoff is trying to get a funding

bill passed for IED's.
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and the FBI agree that the homemade

explosive devices that have wreaked Advertise on this site

havoc in Iraq pose a rising threat to the
United States. But lawmakers and first
responders say the Bush administration
has been slow to devise a strategy for
countering the weapons and has not
provided adequate money and training for
a concerted national effort.

Homeland Security Secretary Michael
Chertoff, who told the Senate last month
that such bombs are terrorists’ “weapon of
choice,” said yesterday at a local meeting



that President Bush will soon issue a
blueprint for countering the threat of
improvised explosive devices, or IEDs.
Chertoff's department said in a draft report
on IEDs earlier this year that national
efforts “lack strategic guidance, are
sometimes insufficiently coordinated . . .
and lack essential resources.”
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Sen. Collins seeks funds for local bomb
squads

By Rebekah Metzler

Friday, November 02, 2007 - Bangor Daily
News

By Rebekah Metzler
Boston University Washington News
Service

WASHINGTON - U.S. Sen. Susan Collins
and Maine law enforcement officials
braved an acorn storm Thursday morning
to discuss legislation that would help local
police around the country better
understand bombs and improvised
explosive devices, also called IEDs.

Collins, standing outside her Senate office
building as acorns dropped from oak trees
at a steady rate, was joined by Bangor
Police Chief Ron Gastia and Maine State
Police Chief Col. Patrick Fleming at a
press conference to promote the National
Bombing Prevention Act of 2007.

The bill's main goal, Collins said, would be
to increase funds for the Office of
Bombing Prevention, which is part of the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
The office would receive $10 million in
2008 and $25 million annually for 2009
and 2010 under the new bill. Its current
budget is $7 million, according to Collins.

The funds would be expected to help the
office maintain and update a database
called TRIPwire, which is supposed to
provide military information about terrorist
bombing tactics and procedures to local
law enforcement agencies around the
country.
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