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News

Britain is protecting the biggest heroin crop of all time

By CRAIG MURRAY - More by this author » Last updated at 20:45pm on 21st July 2007

= Comments (6)

This week the 64th British soldier to die in Afghanistan, Corporal Mike Gilyeat, was buried. All the right things were said
about this brave soldier, just as, on current trends, they will be said about one or more of his colleagues who follow him next

week.

The alarming escalation of the casualty rate among British soldiers in Afghanistan — up to ten per cent — led to discussion this
week on whether it could be fairly compared to casualty rates in the Second World War.
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Killing fields: Farmers in Afghanistan gather an opium crop which will
be made into heroin

But the key question is this: what are our servicemen dying for? There are glib answers to that: bringing democracy and
development to Afghanistan, supporting the government of President Hamid Karzai in its attempt to establish order in the
country, fighting the Taliban and preventing the further spread of radical Islam into Pakistan.

But do these answers stand up to close analysis?

There has been too easy an acceptance of the lazy notion that the war in Afghanistan is the 'good' war, while the war in lraq
is the 'bad' war, the blunder. The origins of this view are not irrational. There was a logic to attacking Afghanistan after 9/11.

Afghanistan was indeed the headquarters of Osama Bin Laden and his organisation, who had been installed and financed
there by the CIA to fight the Soviets from 1979 until 1989. By comparison, the attack on Iraq — which was an enemy of Al
Qaeda and no threat to us — was plainly irrational in terms of the official justification.

So the attack on Afghanistan has enjoyed a much greater sense of public legitimacy. But the operation to remove Bin Laden
was one thing. Six years of occupation are clearly another.

Head of the Afghan armed forces:
General Abdul Rashid Dostrum

Few seem to turn a hair at the officially expressed view that our occupation of Iraq may last for decades.

Lib Dem leader Menzies Campbell has declared, fatuously, that the Afghan war is 'winnable'.



Afghanistan was not militarily winnable by the British Empire at the height of its supremacy. It was not winnable by Darius
or Alexander, by Shah, Tsar or Great Moghul. It could not be subdued by 240,000 Soviet troops. But what, precisely, are we
trying to win?

In six years, the occupation has wrought one massive transformation in Afghanistan, a development so huge that it has
increased Afghan GDP by 66 per cent and constitutes 40 per cent of the entire economy. That is a startling achievement, by
any standards. Yet we are not trumpeting it. Why not?

The answer is this. The achievement is the highest harvests of opium the world has ever seen.

The Taliban had reduced the opium crop to precisely nil. I would not advocate their methods for doing this, which involved
lopping bits, often vital bits, off people. The Taliban were a bunch of mad and deeply unpleasant religious fanatics. But one
of the things they were vehemently against was opium.

That is an inconvenient truth that our spin has managed to obscure. Nobody has denied the sincerity of the Taliban's crazy
religious zeal, and they were as unlikely to sell you heroin as a bottle of Johnnie Walker.

They stamped out the opium trade, and impoverished and drove out the drug warlords whose warring and rapacity had ruined
what was left of the country after the Soviet war.

That is about the only good thing you can say about the Taliban; there are plenty of very bad things to say about them. But
their suppression of the opium trade and the drug barons is undeniable fact.

Now we are occupying the country, that has changed. According to the United Nations, 2006 was the biggest opium harvest
in history, smashing the previous record by 60 per cent. This year will be even bigger.

Our economic achievement in Afghanistan goes well beyond the simple production of raw opium. In fact Afghanistan no
longer exports much raw opium at all. It has succeeded in what our international aid efforts urge every developing country to
do. Afghanistan has gone into manufacturing and 'value-added' operations.

It now exports not opium, but heroin. Opium is converted into heroin on an industrial scale, not in kitchens but in factories.
Millions of gallons of the chemicals needed for this process are shipped into Afghanistan by tanker. The tankers and bulk
opium lorries on the way to the factories share the roads, improved by American aid, with Nato troops.

How can this have happened, and on this scale? The answer is simple. The four largest players in the heroin business are all
senior members of the Afghan government — the government that our soldiers are fighting and dying to protect.

When we attacked Afghanistan, America bombed from the air while the CIA paid, armed and equipped the dispirited warlord
drug barons — especially those grouped in the Northern Alliance — to do the ground occupation. We bombed the Taliban and
their allies into submission, while the warlords moved in to claim the spoils. Then we made them ministers.

President Karzai is a good man. He has never had an opponent killed, which may not sound like much but is highly unusual
in this region and possibly unique in an Afghan leader. But nobody really believes he is running the country. He asked
America to stop its recent bombing campaign in the south because it was leading to an increase in support for the Taliban.
The United States simply ignored him. Above all, he has no control at all over the warlords among his ministers and
governors, each of whom runs his own kingdom and whose primary concern is self-enrichment through heroin.

My knowledge of all this comes from my time as British Ambassador in neighbouring Uzbekistan from 2002 until 2004. |
stood at the Friendship Bridge at Termez in 2003 and watched the Jeeps with blacked-out windows bringing the heroin
through from Afghanistan, en route to Europe.

| watched the tankers of chemicals roaring into Afghanistan.

Yet | could not persuade my country to do anything about it. Alexander Litvinenko — the former agent of the KGB, now the
FSB, who died in London last November after being poisoned with polonium 210 — had suffered the same frustration over
the same topic.

There are a number of theories as to why Litvinenko had to flee Russia. The most popular blames his support for the theory
that FSB agents planted bombs in Russian apartment blocks to stir up anti-Chechen feeling.

But the truth is that his discoveries about the heroin trade were what put his life in danger. Litvinenko was working for the
KGB in St Petersburg in 2001 and 2002. He became concerned at the vast amounts of heroin coming from Afghanistan, in
particular from the fiefdom of the (now) Head of the Afghan armed forces, General Abdul Rashid Dostum, in north and east
Afghanistan.



Dostum is an Uzbek, and the heroin passes over the Friendship Bridge from Afghanistan to Uzbekistan, where it is taken
over by President Islam Karimov's people. It is then shipped up the railway line, in bales of cotton, to St Petersburg and Riga.

The heroin Jeeps run from General Dostum to President Karimov. The UK, United States and Germany have all invested
large sums in donating the most sophisticated detection and screening equipment to the Uzbek customs centre at Termez to
stop the heroin coming through.

But the convoys of Jeeps running between Dostum and Karimov are simply waved around the side of the facility.

Litvinenko uncovered the St Petersburg end and was stunned by the involvement of the city authorities, local police and
security services at the most senior levels. He reported in detail to President Vladimir Putin. Putin is, of course, from St

Petersburg, and the people Litvinenko named were among Putin's closest political allies. That is why Litvinenko, having
miscalculated badly, had to flee Russia.

| had as little luck as Litvinenko in trying to get official action against this heroin trade. At the St Petersburg end he found
those involved had the top protection. In Afghanistan, General Dostum is vital to Karzai's coalition, and to the West's
pretence of a stable, democratic government.

Opium is produced all over Afghanistan, but especially in the north and north-east — Dostum's territory. Again, our
Government's spin doctors have tried hard to obscure this fact and make out that the bulk of the heroin is produced in the tiny
areas of the south under Taliban control. But these are the most desolate, infertile rocky areas. It is a physical impossibility to
produce the bulk of the vast opium harvest there.

That General Dostum is head of the Afghan armed forces and Deputy Minister of Defence is in itself a symbol of the
bankruptcy of our policy. Dostum is known for tying opponents to tank tracks and running them over. He crammed prisoners
into metal containers in the searing sun, causing scores to die of heat and thirst.

Since we brought 'democracy’ to Afghanistan, Dostum ordered an MP who annoyed him to be pinned down while he
attacked him. The sad thing is that Dostum is probably not the worst of those comprising the Karzai government, or the
biggest drug smuggler among them.

Our Afghan policy is still victim to Tony Blair's simplistic world view and his childish division of all conflicts into 'good
guys' and 'bad guys'. The truth is that there are seldom any good guys among those vying for power in a country such as
Afghanistan. To characterise the Karzai government as good guys is sheer nonsense.

Why then do we continue to send our soldiers to die in Afghanistan? Our presence in Afghanistan and Iraq is the greatest
recruiting sergeant for Islamic militants. As the great diplomat, soldier and adventurer Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Alexander
Burnes pointed out before his death in the First Afghan War in 1841, there is no point in a military campaign in Afghanistan
as every time you beat them, you just swell their numbers. Our only real achievement to date is falling street prices for heroin
in London.

Remember this article next time you hear a politician calling for more troops to go into Afghanistan. And when you hear of
another brave British life wasted there, remember you can add to the casualty figures all the young lives ruined, made
miserable or ended by heroin in the UK.

They, too, are casualties of our Afghan policy.
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Well... that's what happens when we vote in the wrong people as politicians.

- Pc, Merseyside

This is madness sheer madness. Our brave boys and girls in the armed forces are spilling their blood and guts and at the same
time Nu Labour are passively standing by allowing the Afghan government to fill our streets and young people with Heroin.
We should be burning the opium fields from the air or on the ground. Gordon, you say you did not take drugs but you are
helping to supply them by not taking appropriate action to make the Afghan government burn the opium fields or not doing it
ourselves. The absolute misery and crime that drugs create in this country is shameful.

- Kevin Murphy, Birmingham

It must beg the question, what is the British Government's strategy in Afghanistan? Why are hundreds of British servicemen
being killed and maimed in this God-forsaken country and for what purpose? Mr Blair and his government sent our troops to
Afghanistan not to wage war and seek out and destroy terrorists but to provide security to enable reconstruction to take place.
But, for 3 years they have been fighting in hellish conditions and being killed sometimes because of a lack of equipment, or
equipment not up to the task or not designed for the task and a complete lack of support helicopter platforms. You cannot
keep cutting the defence budget, as Gordon Brown has done over the last decade, and expect men and equipment to continue
until they drop. That is the politics of the mad house.

- Kenneth, Suffolk, England

If the mighty Russian military was unable to defeat the Taliban, what chance has NATO got to do the same with a much
smaller force. It's a lost cause, if you ask me.

- Cww, Suffolk
The problems in Afghanistan must be resolved by the people of Afghanistan. Our troops should be employed in destroying
the poppy crop and the facilities for processing heroin and then we leave. All Afghans in our country should be returned,

with a cash bonus, to enable them to settle back; and all Afghans must cooperate together to bring their country into the
civilized world. We cannot solve their problems!

- John, Spalding, England
If people want to kill themselves with drugs so be it. But stop putting our decent boys lives at risk to fight for it.

- Jacqui Weems, Southampton
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Madeleine's parents in tearful embrace as Gerry leaves
The parents of missing Madeleine McCann had a heartfelt embrace when they said an emotional goodbye to each other as
Mr McCann flew to America on a global crusade to hightlight his daughter's plight

An epidural cost me five years of my motherhood
Like thousands, Lisa Mann was given an epidural to relieve the pain of labour. But within hours it triggered a
one-in-a-million disorder - and it was five years before she could physically hold her daughter

Camilla dazzles at her 60th - with the Queen's diamonds
It was a dazzling way for the Queen to show that her long-running frostiness to Camilla has thawed: to lend her a diamond
necklace that once belonged to the Queen Mother

The gorgeous 1950s swimsuit is back
We haven't had much of a summer this year - which is all the more reason to celebrate what hot weather we can enjoy with
the elegant shapes and sensuous curves that first made waves back in the 1950s

Why every single woman needs a friendly man to take her to parties
As every single woman (or worse, the newly single woman) knows, there is no greater sinking feeling than the prospect of
going to a party alone
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Woozy Madonna looks bleary-eyed after a night out with Guy

Was it too much exercise or too much relaxation? The Queen of Pop looked unsteady after a night out



A happy return for Denise Van Curvy

Denise Van Outen's fabulous new beach body must be a credit to sheer hard work as she shows it off in Malibu

Naomi throws a hissy fit in TV advert

She's as famous for her temper as for her modelling. Now it seems Naomi Campbell's happy to flaunt her notorious tantrums

Skinny plus sexy makes me so "Rexy" says Moss

It seems Kate Moss is more than happy with her skinny physique. So much so that the supermodel has given it a new name:
llrexyll

Nicky the grump gets her marching orders from the Big Brother house

Nicky Maxwell has been evicted from the house after facing eviction for the second week running
; 7 — e ] -

Corrie legend Vera Duckworth quits the Street

Actress Liz Dawn, better known as Coronation Street's Vera Duckworth, is leaving the show after suffering with ill health
All showbiz news »
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Caught on camera: The shop-raiding seaqull with a taste for chilli Doritos

This cheeky seagull loves Doritos - and often pops down to the local shop to pick some up

Father and son treasure hunters discover Viking chieftain's treasure worth £1m

Amateur treasure-hunters have discovered Britain's most important Viking hoard
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Extraordinary pictures that show the Pride and joy of a Lion King

The extraordinarily intimate pictures that show even the fiercest of animals has a soft side

Explosives finally rip container ship Napoli in two

Explosives have finally split the grounded container ship apart today. It was the third round of blasts
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Face to face with Stone Age man

They've hardly changed since humans first walked the earth. Yet today the Hadzabe face extinction from a ruthless new
enemy
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