=l

THE EXTENDEDSTAYHOTELS

EXTENDEDSTAYHOTELS.COM

() Web (@ MSNBC

mSEare™

Get Our Guaranteed Best Rates

@) msnb : Home > World News > Conflict in Irag

A Fuller Spectrum of Mews

STUDIO SUITES Fnom

Make MSNBC Your Homepage | MSN Home | Hotmail | Sign In

msn*’

Video

U.S. News
Politics

World News
Conflict in Iraq
Africa

Americas
Asia-Pacific
Europe

Intl Terrorism
Mideast/N. Africa
South/Central Asia
Wonderful World
Business
Sports
Entertainment
Health

Tech / Science
Travel
Weather
Blogs Etc.
Local News
Multimedia
Most Popular
NBC NEWS
Today Show
Nightly News
Dateline NBC
Meet the Press
MSNBC TV
Shopping

Start a Business
from Entrepreneur. com

Dating
with Perfactrnatch, carm

Real Estate
with HomePages .cam

Investments
F7 online stock buys

Online Degrees
From K.aplan University

Home Equity
iith Wiellz Fargo

Cars & Trucks
from MEH Autos

Blackwater bodyguards promised immunity

State Department gave protection to all guards in deadly Iraq incident

Blackwater has said its Sept. 16
convoy was under attack before it
opened fire, killing 17 Iraqgis. An
investigation by the Iraqi
government concluded

that guards, like the ones

shown, were unprovoked.

View related photos

Ap Associated Press

Updated: 5:47 p.m. ET Oct. 29, 2007

WASHINGTON - The State Department promised
Blackwater USA bodyguards immunity from
prosecution in its investigation of last month’s
deadly shooting of 17 Iraqi civilians, The
Associated Press has learned.

As a result, it will likely be months before the
United States can — if ever — bring criminal
charges in the case that has infuriated the Iraqi
government.

“Once you give immunity, you can’t take it
away,” said a senior law enforcement official
familiar with the investigation.

Story continues below |
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A State Department spokesman did not have an
immediate comment Monday. Both Justice
Department spokesman Dean Boyd and FBI
spokesman Rich Kolko declined comment.

FBI agents were returning to Washington late
Monday from Baghdad, where they have been
trying to collect evidence in the Sept. 16
embassy convoy shooting without using
statements from Blackwater employees who
were given immunity.

Three senior law enforcement officials said all the
Blackwater bodyguards involved — both in the
vehicle convoy and in at least two helicopters
above — were given the legal protections as
investigators from the Bureau of Diplomatic
Security sought to find out what happened. The
bureau is an arm of the State Department.

Strained relationship with Iraq

The investigative misstep comes in the wake of
already-strained relations between the United
States and Iraq, which is demanding the right to
launch its own prosecution of the Blackwater
bodyguards.

Blackwater spokeswoman Anne Tyrrell declined

Reuters

Redux Pictures

Most Popular

Most Viewed

Top Rated

U.S. troops overseas and
their friends, family at home.

Impact of Iraq war

In their shoes

Iraqis try to maintain
normalcy in their everyday
lives against a backdrop of
violence.

Risky job

Aug. 24: Iraqgi journalists
are vital for Western news
outlets, but they face "the
most dangerous
assignment in the world."

Through the eyes of children
The youngest lraqis reflect
on life in war and share

their hopes and aspirations.

Scars from Iraq

Three U.S. troops share
how the visible and invisible
wounds of war changed
their lives and impacted
their loved ones.

Most E-mailed

Teen charged with killing woman seeking job

J.No! Lopez’s demands anger her label

Ouch! Solar panel ripped on space station

Iragi dam seen in danger of deadly collapse

Ex-Merrill Lynch CEO to walk out with $161.5M

Most viewed on MSNBC.com

comment about the U.S. investigation. Based in Moyock, N.C.,
Blackwater USA is the largest private security firm protecting U.S.

diplomats in Iraqg.

The company has said its Sept. 16 convoy was under attack before it

opened fire in west Baghdad’s Nisoor Square, killing 17 Iragis. A follow-
up investigation by the Iragi government, however, concluded that

Blackwater’s men were unprovoked. No witnesses have been found to

contradict that finding.
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An initial incident report by U.S. Central Command, which oversees
military operations in Iraq, also indicated “no enemy activity involved”
in the Sept. 16 incident. The report says Blackwater guards were
traveling against the flow of traffic through a traffic circle when they
“engaged five civilian vehicles with small arms fire” at a distance of 50
meters.

The FBI took over the case early this month, officials said, after
prosecutors in the Justice Department’s criminal division realized it
could not bring charges against Blackwater guards based on their
statements to the Diplomatic Security investigators.

Official: Guards spoke after given protection

Officials said the Blackwater bodyguards spoke only after receiving so-
called “Garrity” protections, requiring that their statements only be
used internally — and not for criminal prosecutions.

At that point, the Justice Department shifted the investigation to
prosecutors in its national security division, sealing the guards’
statements and attempting to build a case based on other evidence
from a crime scene that was then already two weeks old.

The FBI has re-interviewed some of the Blackwater employees, and
one official said Monday that at least several of them have refused to
answer questions, citing their constitutional right to avoid self-
incrimination. Any statements that the guards give to the FBI could be
used to bring criminal charges.

A second official, however, said that not all the guards have cited their
Fifth Amendment right against self-incrimination — leaving open the
possibility for future charges. The official declined to elaborate.

Prosecutors will have to prove that any evidence they use in bringing
charges against Blackwater employees was uncovered without using
the guards’ statements to State Department investigators. They “have
to show we got the information independently,” one official said.

CONTINUED: Rare move to offer all witnesses protection
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Police: 20 headless bodies found

U.S. says monthly Iraq death toll moving lower



