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Who is responsible for the California Fires?  
Are the fires in Southern California a result of terrorism as some on 

Fox News have suggested? Fox News quoted a 2003 FBI memo that 

alerted law enforcement agencies that an al-Qaeda terrorist being 

held in detention had talked of masterminding a plot to set a series 

of devastating forest fires around the western United States. Of 

course, "al Qaeda" is always the operative word when Fox refers to 

terrorism, but what if there is someone else behind these fires, 

someone who could clearly benefit from getting rid of problematic 

neighbors and getting big government contracts from disaster 

relief operations? 

 

I recently got two emails that are pretty disturbing. The first one 

links to the National Terror Alert Response Center and is sourced 

from ChicoER (although ChicoER's link is now down). It describes 

suspicious activity by men with cameras visiting various Northern 

California Fire Stations and running off when detected. see 

www.nationalterroralert.com/updates/2007/09/20/suspicious-

activity-at-california-fire-stations-terrorism-center-issues-watch-

request 

 

The second one is about the town of Potrero where the citizens 

were planning a major fight against Blackwater, the mercenary 

company that is planning to build a 824-acre facility in in their 

community. This article describes how the citizens of Potrero saw 

no firetrucks until long after their houses burned down, found all 

roads blocked, and heard no reverse 911 calls warning them to 

evacuate. 

 

Obviously, we don't have enough information to come to any 

conclusions as to what this might mean, maybe we never will, but 

these are very suspicious stories that need some examination.  

 

Here's the first story: 

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY AT CALIFORNIA FIRE STATIONS 
 
Posted on September 20th, 2007 

T R I C K  O R  T R U T H  
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M E M O R A B L E  Q U O T E S  

"The smart way to keep people 
passive and obedient is to strictly 
limit the spectrum of acceptable 
opinion, but allow very lively 
debate within that spectrum - even 
encourage the more critical and 
dissident views. That gives people 
the sense that there's free thinking 
going on, while all the time the 
presuppositions of the system are 
being reinforced by the limits put 
on the range of the debate. "  



 
During the last week of July, fire officials in the Bay Area 
city of Campbell reported that two men had been seen 
videotaping routine activities at a fire station. 
 
The men were reportedly in their 20s or early 30s, and one 
was using a sophisticated news media-style camera. 
 
When firefighters attempted to talk with the men, they 
reportedly jumped into a waiting car and sped off. 
 
The incident prompted the Sacramento Regional Terrorism 
Threat Assessment Center to send out a request for Northern 
California fire stations to watch for similar incidents, and 
report them immediately. 
 
The day the request went out, Sept. 6, a second, similar 
incident was reported at a fire station in Yuba City. 
 
According to officials, a fire captain encountered two men 
parked outside the city’s main fire station. One of the men 
got out and allegedly began taking pictures of the fire 
station’s administration building. When the captain 
approached the men, to tell them they were in a no-parking 
zone, the photographer jumped in the vehicle and the men 
left. 
 
The man who took the photos was described as being 
between 30 and 40 years of age. 
 
On Sept. 12, Fresno Fire Department officials spotted two 
men in a vehicle allegedly observing activities at a fire 
training center. When questioned, the driver reportedly said 
they were just checking things out, then left immediately. 
 
Two days later, on Sept. 14, personnel from the Sacramento 
Metro Fire Department noticed two men taking photos of a 
fire station. A third man sat in the back of a car, and 
appeared to be drawing or taking notes. When fire officials 
walked toward them, the two taking pictures jumped in the 
vehicle and sped away. 
 
The men allegedly took pictures in front of the station, and 
in the rear. They ranged in age from late teens to about 60, 
officials recalled. 
 
Tim Johnstone, a commander with the threat assessment 
center in Sacramento, said all of the incidents are being 
investigated, but there is no indication they might be 
related. 
 
“We aren’t considering this a specific threat at this time; 
we’re just asking our public safety partners to be on the 
watch for suspicious activity,” he said. 
 
He said the threat assessment center was formed to act as a 
collection point for homeland security intelligence, and 
disseminate it appropriately. 
 
Jay Alan, deputy director of communication for the 
Governor’s Office of Homeland Security, said Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger is concerned about security agencies 
sharing information, and has made it a top priority. 
 
Local officials said no suspicious incidents involving 
videotaping or photos have been reported at fire stations. 
 
Fire department personnel are being asked to take note of 
vehicle descriptions, descriptions of suspicious subjects, and 

- Noam Chomsky

''That's not the way the world really 
works anymore. 'We're an empire 
now, and when we act, we create 
our own reality. And while you're 
studying that reality - judiciously, 
as you will - we'll act again, 
creating other new realities, which 
you can study too, and that's how 
things will sort out. We're history's 
actors... and you, all of you, will 
be left to just study what we do.'' 
- Sr. White House Advisor, as 
reported by Ron Suskind  
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complete license plate numbers. Citizens who witness 
suspicious activity, near fire stations or elsewhere, should 
do the same, and report it to their local law enforcement 
agency. 
 
Citizens should not attempt to contact suspicious 
individuals." 
 
www.nationalterroralert.com/updates/2007/09/20/suspiciou
s-activity-at-california-fire-stations-terrorism-center-issues-
watch-request 

 
The second story is from award-winning journalist Mariam Raftery: 

Potrero, California, the town that has gained national 
attention for standing up against Blackwater Worldwide's 
plan to build a private military-style training camp in their 
pristine backcountry community east of San Diego, now 
faces an even more formidable force. The Harris wildfire 
which began outside Potrero early Sunday morning has 
ravaged the small rural community, where many residents 
remain trapped without supplies four days after the fire 
began. 
 
"It's like the Kalahari Desert as you drive down Potrero 
Valley Road. There are sand dunes everywhere-dirt and ash," 
Jan Hedlun reported via cell phone on Tuesday. "We can't 
get in or out, and we are running out of supplies." This 
morning, however, Hedlun said food will be provided to 
beleaguered residents at the old Volunteer Fire Department 
Building. The County recently began initiating its fire 
consolidation plan, closing some rural volunteer firefighting 
departments. But here in Potrero, some residents 
complained that they never saw a single fire engine until 
long after their homes burned down. 
 
Stretches where homes once stood along Highway 94 have 
been reduced to wasteland. Many homes have burned, 
although the town's store, library, and Post Office are still 
standing. "There is looting going on up here," said Hedlun. 
Another source described Potrero as a "moonscape with 
houses here and there." 
 
Many Potrero residents never received reverse 911 calls 
warning them to evacuate. Some rely on cell phones, which 
were not included in the evacuation system. 
 
"It's like Armageddon," said Jill Michaels, who had just four 
minutes to pack belongings before fleeing flames that singed 
her husband. She and her family tried to evacuate but found 
all roads blocked. She returned to witness her Potrero home 
burn to the ground.  
 
Here you can read the rest of the story: 
 
www.calitics.com/showDiary.do?diaryId=4175 

 
So, as the people of Potrero were preparing for an intense recall 
election on December 11 to kick out the planning group who 
approved Blackwater's base this fire breaks loose and devastates 
their community. And, then we have an alert regarding the men 
filming fire stations in Northern California?  
 
Do these two events connect in anyway? 
 
Time and investigation may tell. 
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(And this just in: FEMA says sorry for faked briefing: 
Three days after staging a televised news briefing defending its 
response to the California wildfires, FEMA apologized and said it 
wouldn't happen again. 
www.miamiherald.com/519/story/286350.html)
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Support Border Controls said...  

REGARDING: 

Friday, October 26, 2007 

Who is responsible for the California Fires? 

 

ANSWER: 

AMERICA THE FOLLOWING IS WHAT THE COMMUNIST MAIN STREAM 

MEDIA IN AMERICA WON'T TELL YOU THAT REALLY HAPPENED IN 

NEW ORLEANS AND TO COMPARE IT WITH THE RECENT FIRES IN 

CALIFORNIA IS TOTALLY ASS NINE. THE PEOPLE IN THE KATRINA 

ASSASINATION BY OUR GOVERNMENT; ISRAEL, ENTAILED POOR 

BLACKS AND WHITES WITH NO MONEY OR CLOUT WITH THE 

INTENTION OF STEALING THEIR PROPERTY ULTIMATELY TO BUILD 

HUGE LUXURY HOTELS TO MAKE BILLIONS OF DOLLARS FOR 

THEMSELVES. TO COMPARE THAT TO THE VICTIMS IN CA'S FIRES 

LIKE THE BLUE BLOODED PEOPLE IN RANCHO BERNARDO, RANCHO 

SANTA FE, POWAY, ETC., WHO FOR THE MOST PART LIVE IN 

MILLION DOLLAR HOMES MAKES ME WANT TO PUKE. THESE FIRES 

WERE PURPOSELY SET BY THE SAME GOVERNMENT (OURS) THAT 

DESTROYED THE TWIN TOWERS, OK BUILDING ETC. IT WAS DONE 

MERELY TO BE ABLE TO IMPROVE BUSH'S IMAGE WITH THE PUBLIC 

FROM HIS INEPT & PURPOSEFUL MIS HANDLING OF THE KATRINA 

VICTIMS. IT ALSO GAVE HIM THE CHANCE TO BLAME HIS EVIL ON 

THE AL QUEDA (ISRAEL'S MOSSAD). HIS HANDLING OF THE CA FIRES 

VICTIMS WOULD IMPROVE HIS IMAGE WITH KATRINA AND LOOK LIKE 

HE WAS AFTER THE TERRORIST THAT CAUSED IT ALL ULTIMATELY 

TO GET AWAY WITH GOING TO WAR WITH IRAN FOR ISRAEL TO 

START WW3. HE CAN'T DO SO WITH SUCH A LOW IMAGE HE HAD 

PRIOR. HOW SICK IS THAT? WHY CAN'T YOU SEE THIS AMERICA?? 

BUSH/ISRAEL HAS ABSOLUTELY NO GOOD FEELINGS FOR ANYONE IN 

AMERICA JUST THEIR EVIL AGENDA OF NWO/JWO FOR ISRAEL'S NEW 

WORLD ORDER AND THE ENSLAVEMENT OF AMERICA/WORLD. 

http://clifylq.livejournal.com/59123.html 

 

clifylq 

http://clifylq.livejournal.com/ 
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Hi Clifylq, 

 

I am not implying that Katrina and the fires in California should be 

compared as far as obvious racist component to what happened to 

the people of New Orleans. What I am saying is that maybe both 

events were made to happen for a purpose, which you imply as 

well. Many of the residents of New Orleans testified in front of 

Congress of hearing bombs going off at the levees. We do know 

that these fires in S. California were set on purpose too. 

 

Besides the obvious pr that Bush and FEMA are hoping to get to 

make themselves look good, both events can be used to support as 

Naomi Klein describes it "disaster capitalism," — with the shock and 

devastation and displacement that comes after these major 

catastrophic events new inroads into privatization can happen.  

 

This event might be a play to have Halliburton, Dyncorp or 

Blackwater try and open up the markets down there for rebuilding 

and security contracts. After all, now that the California National 

Guard are over there fighting for Bush's corporate buddies' profits, 

someones got to fill the vacuum and help rebuild.  

 

We should watch this very closely. 

OCTOBER 28, 2007 8:47 AM  

Anonymous said...  

maybe i am mistaken, but haven't there always been brush fires in 

that part of california?  

 

It's the desert for god's sakes, when lightning strikes and sets 

something on fire, everything is going to burn really quickly, and 

with more and more people building homes in california because of 

the population increase there, it's no wonder that so many people's 

homes got burned.  

 

They shouldn't have built them in brushfire country in the first 

place! 

OCTOBER 28, 2007 11:15 AM  

Anonymous said...  

As America is transformed from an industrial titan to an 

impoverished nation of slaves, disorder must flourish. Disorder and 

destruction via fire, aerial spraying, currency devaluation, wearing 

down of our military, illegal immigration, food and water 

shortages, disease, etc..till we reach critical mass. Then the police 

boot will come down, HARD! 

OCTOBER 28, 2007 11:30 AM  



Anonymous said...  

Blackwater just wanted to eliminate the 'enemy' to their plans for 

a quasi military base. I wonder how many of these homes were in 

danger of foreclosure and what banks would have had dangerous 

financial 'exposure'. Then the fake FEMA newsconference that 

the 'white house' says it doesn't do' and Fox's 'al qeada fires' claim 

make it disturbingly unsettling, especially when you add the 

FEMA 'trifecta' of disaster plans that included 9/11, Katrina, 

and 'earthquakes' in CA. 

OCTOBER 28, 2007 11:32 AM  

redpill8 said...  

To anonymous #1,  

 

The authorities have already said that most of the fires were the 

result of arson, not wildfires. 

 

It would be nice to think that this was an act of God, but it wasn't. 

That area in So. Cal is a dangerous place for people to live, like in 

most of California. Arsonists took advantage of the hot, dry Santa 

Ana winds to create a disaster with full cognizance of what their 

actions would entail. 

OCTOBER 28, 2007 11:47 AM  

Anonymous said...  

"They shouldn't have built them in brushfire country in the first 

place!" 

 

Then you agree, it would be wrong for the federal government to 

finance the construction of a Blackwater facility there.  

 

Indeed, if Blackwater is going to make such foolish decisions, 

maybe we shouldn't be contracting their services at all. 

OCTOBER 28, 2007 12:54 PM  

Anonymous said...  

all but a few of you have a vivid,imagination,out there. 

OCTOBER 28, 2007 2:08 PM  

Kitchen Window Woman said...  

I wrote a comment then lost it, Geez! 

 

Thank you, Thank you, and thank you again for this post and letting 

me know about Miriam Raftery's article. I have just e-mailed the 

article to our fellow Vets For Peace as this is one of our issues. I 

was afraid of Blackwater doing this - they've been uncannily quiet 



of late. It looks as if we must remain vigilant on two fronts - the 

fires AND Blackwater! 

 

I don't know what to make of the mystery men taking fire station 

photos. Strange.  

 

Wanted to ask - did you go to the demonstration in SF yesterday? 

We had one planned here in SD but it was canceled because of the 

fires. Any news on the SF one? 

OCTOBER 28, 2007 2:10 PM  

Meadow Lassie said...  

Someone said they wished this was an act of God. Well, no matter 

who did it, it is still from God. HE said HE will destroy perfectly 

and use His elements upon the heathen and unrighteous. HE uses 

the evil beasts to punish the wicked. So at any rate...this is an act 

of God. 

OCTOBER 28, 2007 2:21 PM  

Anonymous said...  

First: 

 

" "They shouldn't have built them in brushfire country in the first 

place!" " 

 

"Then you agree, it would be wrong for the federal government to 

finance the construction of a Blackwater facility there."  

 

Excellent point. Total waste of taxpayer money, if the facilities 

will need rebuilt once or twice per decade... 

 

AND 

 

Caught this a little while ago, at this link: 

 

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/metro/20071028-9999-

lz1n28inferno.html 

 

" The first flames were sighted at 9:23 a.m. near Potrero, a dusty 

town north of the U.S.-Mexico border. Emergency crews answered 

the alarm bell quickly; the experts knew fire conditions couldn't 

have been worse. 

 

Thomas Varshock got one look at the onrushing Harris fire and 

prepared to defend his home. He was dead before lunch, and his 

15-year-old boy gravely injured. The fire crew sent to rescue them 

was engulfed by flames when the wind shifted. The Harris fire was 

out of control, and would be for days. " 

 



Funny how all that mayhem seemed to start in Potrero... 

OCTOBER 28, 2007 2:24 PM  
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