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Army admits it dumped 64 million pounds of chemical 
weapons at sea  

Munitions Dumping at Sea 

Posted on: June 11, 2007 1:42 PM  

  

It is no secret that the U.S. military has used the ocean as trashcan for 
munitions in the past. Peter discussed at the Old DSN how federal 
lawmakers were pressing the US Army to reveal everything it knows about 
a massive international program to dump chemical weapons off homeland 
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and foreign shores. "The Army now admits that it secretly dumped 64 
million pounds of nerve and mustard agents into the sea, along with 
400,000 chemical-filled bombs, land mines and rockets and more than 
500 tons of radioactive waste - either tossed overboard or packed into 
the holds of scuttled vessels." Brian pointed me to the Daily Press's in 
depth coverage of this whole issue. Registration is free and only takes a 
minute or two and is extremely worthwhile. Included at the site are maps 
of disposal sites (downloadable as pdfs), stories, descriptions of items 
dumped including nerve and musturd gas, and rather depressing pictures 
some are below the fold (all from Daily Press). 

Hundreds of dolphins washed ashore in Virginia and New Jersey shorelines 
in 1987 with burns similar to mustard gas exposure. One marine-mammal 
specialist suspects Army-dumped chemical weapons killed them. (Photo 

courtesy of the Marine Mammal Stranding Center in New Jersey)  

  

The SS William Ralston filled with 301,000 mustard gas bombs and 1,500 
1-ton canisters of Lewsite -- sinks in the Pacific off San Fransico in 1958 

(Photo courtesy of the U.S. Army)  
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5 comments:  

Anonymous said...  

If they say 64 million pounds then you know it's 
probably double, even triple that. I was wondering the 
other day if all those millions and millions of steel 
drums full of who knows what sitting at the bottom of 
the worlds oceans are rusting away and leaking into 
the enviroment. 
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Anonymous said...  

Sooner or later, the human race will reap what it has 
sown. Mother Earth is very capable of returning 
mankind back to the Stone Age. Such disregard for the 
Being which gives us all life will not last long before we 
get an "attitude adjustment." So be it... 
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The "attitude adjustment" is already here. With the 
addition of the radioactive particles blowing in the wind 
from the Iraq war(don't get me started), the giant list 
of disgusting chemicals in our "food", the cancerous 
ingredients in the major consumer name brand 
cosmetic products(and I don't just mean makeup - 
everything, shampoo, conditioner, soap, deodorant, 
etc.), and the many more things that "the man" has 
placed in the goods that are available to the public and 
to be recommended as "intelligent" decisions to make. 
So --- What now, you may be asking? The Secret 
We need to all focus on how to save Mother Earth. 
Picking up trash as you see it lying on the ground, 
recycling, plant a tree, just to name a few. 
Just remember: Where There is a Will, There is a Way! 
 
Help us out, let's all do our part! 
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Wow, reading that made me want to vomit. Sometimes 
I'm ashamed to be a member of the species. I find it 
insane to ever have made such weapons at all. All our 
hard-earned taxes "down the drain". I wonder what 
companies made how many billions of dollars creating 
those hideous weapons to begin with... 
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That is really nice. The ocean can be viewed as as a 
closed vessel. Although it does it's best to stay clean I 
think this is a little too much for it to handle, at least 
on the local level. There will be reached sometime in 
the future when these things will begin to leak. It could 
have already started. When it really gets going it will 
be an environmental nightmare that will make us wane 
for global warming.  
The only way to fix this now is to go down and get the 
chemicals and dispose of it safely on dry land. There is 
no other way, a large part of the ocean as well as a 
large part of the eastern seaboard could be destroyed. 
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