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10 States Introduce Impeachment
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Impeachment

By David Swanson

In 10 U.S. states, either this year or last year or
both, the state legislature has introduced and
considered, though not yet passed, a bill to
petition the U.S. House of Representatives to
impeach Bush and Cheney. The question, of
course, is what in the heck is wrong with the other
40 states? We can't find a single state legislator
with the decency to uphold the U.S. Constitution
and at least introduce a resolution to impeach?
Where are the states that created the
Constitution? Where are Massachusetts and
Virginia? What's holding up New York? Where in
the world is Oregon? Is this all the pressure we
can muster in the cause of justice?

But let's give credit where it's due. These 10
states have acted: CA, HI, IL, MN, MO, WA, VT,
NM, WI, TX. These 10 legislators who've taken the
lead should be drafted to run for Congress (except
for Ellison, whom we've already elected to
Congress): Les lhara, Jr. HI; Lon Burnam TX;
Gerald Ortiz y Pino NM; Eric Oemig WA; Paul
Koretz CA; Daryl Pillsbury VT; Karen Yarbrough
IL; Jamilah Nasheed MO; Frank Boyle WI; and
Keith Ellison MN. Special credit goes to Oemig and
Ortiz y Pino who have come close to passing their
bills.

Of course, at the local level, dozens of cities and
towns have passed these resolutions, and dozens
more are trying. Vermont is far and away in the
lead in the number of resolutions passed, but its
Congress Member has not yet responded. While
the national Green Party backs impeachment, so
do at least 16 state Democratic parties. A list of
all these resolutions, passed and pending, can be
found at
http:/7/www.impeachpac.org/resolutions-list

Last Congress, 39 Congress Members signed onto
a redundant bill, a bill to conduct a preliminary
investigation into grounds for impeachment. | call
this redundant because an impeachment hearing
simply is a preliminary investigation. There's no
serious doubt that there are grounds to begin
such a hearing. The problem is that Speaker of
the House Nancy Pelosi has ordered her party not
to impeach, even though the Constitution says
otherwise.

Well, we've got news for you, Nancy. The public
still cares about the rule of law, and we care less

Home | Categories | About Me

‘ ‘ Search

Syndicate
ECH

Audio and Video
Play clips here.

Image Galleries
S

Get a cool IMPEACH Bush
& Cheney shirt!

Old Photo Albums

Find them here.

Browse archives

<« April 2007
Su| Mo |Tu| We | Th | Fr | Sa

1 2 3 4 5|6 |7

8 9 |10| 11 |12 13|14

15|16 |17 | 18 (19 | 20|21

22 | 23 |24 | 25 |26 |27 |28

29 | 30

Impeachment
Books

"United States v. George

i..,f;' Bush et
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=Y indictment,
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presentation to a grand jury
charging Bush and gang
with fraud -- very well
argued and documented,
even entertaining.
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about your certainty that you can help elect a
Democrat to take the throne in 2009 than we do
about turning that throne back into a desk chair.
On April 28, a crowd of 2,000 people will use their
bodies to spell impeachment on the beach in San
Francisco and then march to your house. The
same day, your state's Democratic Party
Convention in San Diego (where you'll be,
pretending it's election season) will be going
about the nation's business by backing
impeachment. I plan to speak at an impeachment
rally in front of Fanuiel Hall in Boston also on April
28th. And as it happens, President Bush will be
speaking at a college graduation in Miami, Fla., on
April 28, and he can expect to hear the cry for
impeachment. Meanwhile, in Cleveland on A28,
Congressman Dennis Kucinich will speak out for
impeachment.

In New York's Central Park on April 28th, a crowd
will spell out the word IMPEACH on the grass.
Another thousand people will do the same at
Coney lIsland, and then spell it out with pizza pies
on the boardwalk. Both events are being
organized by military mothers with sons who
served in Irag. A pilot will fly a banner saying
"IMPEACH!" around NYC and take aerial
photographs of the human murals.

Up in Minneapolis on A28, citizens will be spelling
out "IMPEACH!" with canoes on a lake. That
evening they'll form the letters with bed sheets lit
from below so that people will be able to read it
from planes passing overhead. In our nation's
capital, 1,000 people will form a human mural to
spell out IMPEACH! at the base of the Washington
monument. Remember Washington, the guy who
chose NOT to be king?

In fact, events are being planned for April 28th all
over the country and outside of it, and you can
find one or create one at http://www.a28.org

Here are a few of the reasons we have no choice
but to take this step:
http://www.afterdowningstreet.org/articles
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Impeachment: The
Founders' Cure for
Royalism," by John
Nichols, a masterpiece that
should be required reading
in every high school and
college in the United States,
a history and portrait of the
practice of impeachment.

"Articles of Impeachment

Against
George W.
Bush," by
ARTICLES OF
IMPEACHMENT the Center
AGAINST or

GEORGE W. BUSH

Constitutional Rights, a
short book that lists and
explains four (multi-part)
articles of impeachment.

"The Impeachment of
George W.
Bush: A
Practical

IHFEHCHMEHT Guide for
m“ BUSH Concerned

. ¥ Citizens,'
- & by

Iﬂlﬁlﬂ' |Elizabeth
Holtzman

e (former

Congresswoman and
member of the Nixon
impeachment panel) and
Cynthia L. Cooper, an
excellent and readable book
laying out five major
grounds for impeachment of
Bush, plus an extra section
on Dick Cheney.

"The Case for

Impeachment," by Dave
Lindorff and Barbara
Olshansky, an amazingly
popular and extremely
readable book that explains
the context while also
setting forth six articles of
impeachment against Bush,
plus an extra section on
Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld,
Condoleezza Rice, and
Alberto Gonzales.
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"Impeach the President:

Dennis Loo
and Peter

introduction
by Howard Zinn, a
wonderfully well written
collection of essays
organized around a list of
12 grounds for
impeachment of Bush and
Cheney.

'Geor%e W. Bush versus
the U.S.
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Constitution: The

Downing Street Memos
and Deception,
Manipulation, Torture,
Retribution, and
Cover-ups in the Iraq
War and lllegal Domestic
Spying," by the U.S. House
Judiciary Committee
Democratic Staff, a book
that not only collects the
evidence but also tells us
what Congressman John
Conyers, the ranking
Democrat on the Judiciary
Committee, is thinking (the
full text, minus a new
introduction by Joseph
Wilson, is available here.)

"Verdict and Findings of
Fact," by

Semreed] the
CRIMES AGAINST
HUMAMITY

THE BUSH ADMINISTRA THN

VERDICT

International Commission of
Inquiry on Crimes Against
Humanity Committed by the
Bush Administration of the
United States, a report that
looks at five major
international crimes and
overlaps significantly with
most lists of impeachable
offenses (the full text is
available at the link and can
also be purchased for $10);
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=Graphical
Novel
About the
Worstest
Pres'dent
in the
History of
Forevar," a
comic book
account of Bush's
impeachable offenses — the
crimes really are
self-evident, but pictures
don't hurt.

"Pretensions to Empire:

Administration," by Lewis
Lapham, a collection of
essays from Harper's
magazine, concluding with
one called "The Case for
Impeachment,” which
focuses on Rep. Conyers'
report.

“The Twilight of

r

TWILIGHT OF
DEMOCRACY

Democracy: The Bush
Plan for America," by
Jennifer Van Bergen. Find
out what the Bush Plan is
and how it diverges from
what the law and
Constitution say.



