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Takoma, Maryland’s City Hall was the scene for a lively discussion on Middle East
issues, on Aug. 17, 2006. Kevin Zeese, the “Unity candidate” for the U.S. Senate in
Maryland, and one of the panelists, said Israel’s attack on Lebanon was B 19 Aug 2006

premeditated and that an attack on Iran might lead to WWIII. Noura Erakat said More details
Lebanon had been devastated ‘on a humanitarian level” by Israel’'s War Machine.

She also denounced Israel as an “Apartheid state.”
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“Our ‘Neocons’ are neither new nor conservative, but old as Babylon and, evil as Hell.” - Edward Abbey

Takoma Park, Maryland - Kevin Zeese got right to it in his opening remarks at a Forum, entitled, “Independent Solutions f
the Middle East Crisis.” It was held in the town’s City Hall on Thursday evening, Aug. 17, 2006, in the Council Chambers.
Zeese said: “The dividing line between peace candidates and pro war candidates is no longer opposition to the Irag(€) W
It is whether they oppose the premeditated destruction of Lebanon and a military attack on Iran.”

Zeese, the “Unity candidate” for the U.S. Senate in Maryland, was one of six speakers at the event. He has received the
endorsements of Maryland’s growing Green, Populist and Libertarian Parties. Another speaker was Noura Erakat. She is
National Grassroots Organizer & Legal Advocate, “U.S. Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation.” Erakat recently spoke ¢
protest actions, in Washington, D.C., opposing Israeli evildoing in Occupied Gaza and Lebanon, on July 25, 2006, at the
Israeli Embassy; (1) and on July 31, 2006, at the State Department. (2) The other four presenters were Dr. Bash Pharoan
President of the Baltimore Chapter of the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC); Jerry Raitzyk, Tikkun
Maryland; Bob Kaufman, a Democratic candidate for the U.S. Senate in Maryland; and Steve Warner, a Green Party
candidate for the U.S. Congress, in the 5th district of Maryland. The moderator was Eric Bond, who is the Publisher/Edito
the Takoma/Silver Spring Voice newspaper.

Zeese, relying in part on an article by investigative reporter, Sy Hersh in the New Yorker, charged that the Bush(%)-Chen
Gang was in cahoots with the Israeli regime, led by the extreme Far Rightist, Ehud Olmert, with respect to the Israeli
Occupation Forces’ (IOF) decimation of Lebanon. It was planned, he said, long before the July 12th capture of the two Isr
soldiers, which was just “an excuse” for the invasion. (3) He cited the “Clean Break Document,” co-authored by the Neocc
Richard Perle, as further evidence of that design, along with reports that appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle and the
Christian Science Monitor. (4) Zeese underscored that a military attack on Iran could lead to “a regional war or even WWI
He said the U.S.’ desire to dominate the Middle East is all about the vast “oil resources” in that area. Zeese said America
moving in the “wrong direction.”

Erakat told the audience, in her wide ranging comments, that the war in Lebanon has been “devastating on a humanitaria
level...The cease-fire is not the end. The worst is not over for Lebanese civilians and survivors and for Palestinians, who ¢
continuing to live under occupation; and for Iragis who continue to live under occupation and resist. This is just the

beginning, the beginning of a misery at our door...Two million Lebanese are unemployed. How will they feed their families
How will they rebuild their homes and their lives? The attack on Lebanon has destroyed almost all forms of infrastructures



that country. Erakat also strongly denounced Zionist Israel as “an Apartheid state.”

Takoma Park is a breath of fresh air in a country dominated by a bellicose War Party. It's a town of about 20,000, situatec
just north of the District of Columbia line, in Montgomery County, Maryland. Decades ago, it bravely declared itself a “nuc
free zone,” which sent some of the state’s reactionary politicos into a high orbit. It's laid back, California-like, and enjoys
putting on free concerts and other fun events. I've been there a few times, over the years, to join in the jambe drumming
circles, held in the town’s center. Takoma Park is an authentic slice of fast-fading Americana. It has the Spirit!

Closer to home, the Baltimore Sun published an unsigned editorial on August 15, 2006, entitled, “An Imperfect Cease-Firt
dealing with Israel’s unjust invasion of Lebanon, which took the lives of over 1,100 Lebanese and left a million of its peopl
one third of the nation, homeless; along with tens of billions in damages. It must have been ghostwritten by Sen. Joe
Lieberman, a flaming Likudnut. It stated, contrary to all the well-know facts: “Israel was dragged into this war by Hezbollat
early July.” Offering such an absurd opinion is like arguing that Israel was “dragged into” attacking a clearly identified US¢
Liberty, on June 8, 1967, and killing 34 of its crew, because it couldn’t stand any state of the art intelligence vessel, flying
American flag, and sailing in international waters, 14 miles off the Sinai coast. The Israelis’ dubious excuse for that
murderous assault was that it thought the USS Liberty was an out-of-service Egyptian horse carrier transport boat, El Qus
(5) If anyone expects to read the truth about a habitually-deceiving Israel, vis-a-vis the Middle East, don't look to the
Baltimore Sun’s editorial page to find it. (6) By the way, talking about proportionality, if Israel can destroy Lebanon becaus
two of its soldiers were captured, what should the U.S. have done to the Zionist state for slaughtering 34 of her bravest sc
and injuring 174 more on the USS Liberty?

Getting back to the Forum. Candidate Kaufman gave an erudite history lesson on the Middle East from a Marxist
perspective, which ended up with him, essentially, blaming the present mess on U.S. Imperialism and Zionism. Raitzyk
argued for a “new bottom line” where we all can begin to see our common humanity and to seek a decent life for ourselve
our children and grandchildren. Candidate Warner said he has been deeply upset about the “foreign policy” of this countn
particularly with regards to the Iragi conflict and our one-sided support of Israel. Dr. Pharoan, who was born in Damascus
Syria, expressed his objections to the discrimination that Arabs have faced and are still facing in this country. He also
pointed out that when the Israelis “pushed” the Palestinians out from their homeland over the years, they were also creati
“instability in the surrounding countries.” Dr. Pharoan added that Israel was in violation of at least 29 UN Resolutions,
“including UN Security Council Resolution 242.”

After the six speakers spoke, a question and answer session was opened up for audience participation. The lively event v
cosponsored by the Maryland Independent Voters Forum and the Takoma/Sliver Spring Voice.

Zeese concluded his remarks by saying that it is time to bring the troops home from Iraq and to do so “quickly.” He
emphasized, “We can not bring stability to that country. The U.S. has made so many mistakes in Iraq. We can not win the
hearts and minds of the Iragis. Our being there is the cause of most of the problems. The more we stay, the more our fea
will come true; the more likely there will be a civil war...a theocratic state and terrorism. If we don’t get out of Iraq in an
organized way, we will get out in a dangerous way. It will be like Vietnam all over again.”
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William Hughes is the author of “Saying ‘No’ to the War Party” (IUniverse, Inc.). He can be reached at liamhughes (at)
comcast.net.
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The Path to WWIII

by M.Khan Current ratir
Reply to this comment 19 Aug
Kevin:

You are right on the mark, as an American of South Asian descent, | voted for Mr.Bush(&); and ever since regretted it. Ot
President compounds his mistakes by piling up more on top of them. Iran CANNOT be defeated by U.S. or any other Arrr
During the past few years they have build themselves up for a possible attack from the U.S. or U.S./NATO/Israel and logi:
support from such diverse countries as India. The proof of their military competance and strategic wisdom has been

displayed by the success of Hizbullah and the defeat of Iraq(%) during the Iran-lraq War. China and Russia have rearmec



Iran as an insurance against possible threats to their own interests. The current incessant bleeding in Iraq; would turn into
gusher, if the shia community, i.e. Ayatullah Sistani, an Iranian trained cleric turns against the U.S. and NATO forces. WW
will be unleashed, if we are not careful. This may include the fall of such autocracies and dictatorships as Egypt, Jordan,
S.Arabia, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Syria, and the hordes of non-state forces like Hizbullah, Muslim Brotherhood, Jamaat-i-
Islami and others; who for the most part have been part of the political process will become the leading forces of political
change. | am saddened that having such an enormous brain power in our country and with people like yourself warning ot
nation against impending disaster, our leaders are incapacitated to take a decision in the interest of our nation; instead the
are under the narcotic influence of nihilistic and reactionary forces such as the Neoconists(Combined Zionists and Neocor
The U.S. Jewry should wake up and stop this madness as it is leading to the demise of Israel, a nation, which can contribt
to the positive transformation of the Middle East; through it contributions in science, technology, and education to its
backward Arab and Muslim neighbors. History has a precedence in this area, when Europe was in Dark Ages, the Jewish
and Muslim Scholars in Spain nurtured and propagated knowledge through Spain and Italy which lead to the the
Renaissance of Europe; and brought Europe out of the darkness which followed the centuries of Crusades. My American
brethren of left, right, and center, please wake up and pay heed to people like Kevin Zeese; who are trying to save our
Republic from embarking on a path, which may harm us as a Nation. Sad but hopeful...

M.Khan

Re: Kevin Zeese: Attack on Iran May Lead to WWIII!

by Anonymous Poster Current ratin
Reply to this comment 19 Aug -
An attack on Iran will lead to WW3 because Iran has threatened to target Dimona---the nuclear reactor in Israel ---if it is
attacked.
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