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Venezuelan pilots fly Russian Sukhoi-30 
fighters in brilliant combat display

Prensa Latina: Venezuela's Defense Minister Admiral Orlando 
Maniglia described maneuvers by Venezuelan pilots aboard two 
Russian Sukhoi-30 fighters as a brilliant air combat display. 

The pilots performed complex maneuvers aboard two fighters and 
some helicopters at the Libertador de Maracay Air Base, in the 
presence of high ranking officers. 

Maniglia praised the exhibits of the French Mirage warplanes 
and US F-16 bombers, as well as Russian search-rescue gunship 
choppers, making it clear they will protect Venezuelan 
sovereignty and they are not weapons of mass destruction. 

It was an ode to piloting and aviation, he noted. 

The minister said Venezuela is engaged in financial and technical 
details for procurement of 24 SU-30, which he considered 
necessary for present and future military aviation parameters. 

The F-16 and Mirage fighters had their prime 25 years ago, but now 
it is more feasible to purchase Russian planes because the US has 
regrettably precluded us from equipping and repairing theirs, he 
said. 

The SU-30s have a 200-kilometer launching capacity, exceeding 
the F-16's 70-kilometer range. 

Venezuela's military modernization includes the 
purchase of 100,000 AK-103 rifles and MI-17V-5, 
MI-35M and MI-26T helicopters from Russia. 

Aviation in Venezuela Ode to Piloting
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-- our aim is to report what's happening without submitting to lawlessness
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Our editorial statement reads:
VHeadline.com Venezuela is a wholly independent e-publication promoting democracy 
in its fullest expression and the inalienable right of all Venezuelans to self-determination
and the pursuit of sovereign independence without interference. Our stance is decidedly
pro-governance (defined as being contrary to anarchy) and pro-government to the extent 
that we support all and any government policies aimed at consolidating and improving the
living conditions and future prosperity of ALL Venezuelans, regardless of race, color or 
creed. We also seek to shed an international spotlight on nefarious practices and
corruption which, for decades, has strangled this South American nation's development
and progress. In every respect VHeadline Venezuela's declared editorial bias is most
definitely pro-Constitutional, pro-Democracy and pro-VENEZUELA.
-- Roy S. Carson, Editor/Publisher Editor@VHeadline.com

VHeadline.com Venezuela is a foreign-based e-publication entirely focused on news &
views from and about Venezuela in South America.  It is registered in the United States
(Worth, Illinois) and hosted on dedicated servers in Vancouver (Canada) providing an
active 24/7 network for Venezuelan businesses and information workers worldwide.
According to latest statistics as of June 1, 2005, VHeadline.com is read frequently by top
decision-makers in over 142 countries -- 92.7% are based in North America while 97.63%
of VHeadline.com readers are located in the commercial/ finance, high-tech sectors as
well as at more than 2,360 universities, academic and research institutions around the
globe.

With regularly updated news & views of Venezuela, VHeadline.com is monitored
24/7 by major global news gatherers and opinion builders!

Fair use notice of copyrighted material: This site contains some copyrighted material
that in some cases has not been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are
making such material available in our efforts to advance the understanding of politics,
human rights, the economy, democracy, and social justice issues related to Venezuela.
We believe this constitutes a 'fair use' of any such copyrighted material as provided for in
section 107 of the US Copyright Law. In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the
material on this site is distributed without profit to those who have expressed a prior
interest in receiving the included information for research and educational purposes. For
more information go to: www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml. If you wish to use 
copyrighted material from this site for purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair use', you
must obtain permission from the copyright owner.
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