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At times the only way to

make sense out of
nonsense.

Absinthe. Savored by
Democrats for decades.
Too bad Republicans
haven't discovered it
yet.
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Read More...

See The Ad
Banned By Cable

Cable systems in
Washington, DC are
refusing to run our factual

ads that highlight
soaring cable prices
and call on Congress to
allow new entrants to
compete.

We had no choice but
to short-circuit the
mainstream media and
take our message
directly to the blogs. See
the ad that Capitol Hill
won't.
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Laughter in liberal
doses
NOW PLAYING:
THE HAPPY
PLUNDERER
Permission is granted
by guess who for
guess who to drill for
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U.S. prepares to face U.N. on
torture as Amnesty report blasts
‘war crimes"
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As the United States prepares a team of 30 to defend its record on
torture before a U.N. committee, Amnesty International has made
public a report blasting the United States for failing to take
appropriate steps to eradicate use of torture at U.S. detention sites
around the world, RAW STORY has learned.

U.S. compliance with the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment will be the
topic of May 5 and 8 U.N. hearings in Geneva.

The United States last appeared before the Committee Against
Torture in May, 2000. Amnesty claims that practices criticized by the
Committee six years ago -- such as the use of electro-shock weapons
and excessively harsh conditions in "super-maximum" security
prisons -- have been used and exported by U.S. forces abroad.

The Amnesty report reviews several cases where U.S. detainees held
in Afghanistan and Iraq have died as a result of torture. The group
also lambasts U.S. use of electro-shock weapons, inhuman and
degrading conditions of isolation in "super-max" security prisons and
abuses against women in the prison system -- including sexual abuse
by male guards, shackling while pregnant and even in labor.

As of now, the U.S. has yet to prosecute a single official, military
officer or private contractor for "torture" or "war crimes" related to its
occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan, or the "war on terror."

"The heaviest sentence imposed on anyone to date for a
torture-related death while in U.S. custody is five months," notes Curt
Goering, Senior Deputy Executive Director for Amnesty International
USA. "[That's] the same sentence that you might receive in the U.S.
for stealing a bicycle."

The five month sentence resulted from the death of a 22-year-old
taxi-driver, who had been hooded and chained to a ceiling, then
kicked and beaten until dead.

"The U.S. government is not only failing to take steps to eradicate
torture," he adds, "it is actually creating a climate in which torture and
other ill-treatment can flourish -- including by trying to narrow the
definition of torture."

The report argues that these cases are not isolated incidents, but part
of an overall pattern condoned by U.S. officials.

"While the government continues to try to claim that the abuse of
detainees in U.S. custody was mainly due to a few 'aberrant’ soldiers,
there is clear evidence to the contrary," said Javier Zuniga, Amnesty
International's Americas Program Director. "Most of the torture and
ill-treatment stemmed directly from officially sanctioned procedures
and policies -- including interrogation techniques approved by
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld."

Amnesty's findings have already been sent to members of the UN
Committee Against Torture.

At its May 1-19 session, the Committee Against Torture will consider
reports presented by Georgia, Guatemala, Republic of Korea, Qatar,
Peru, Togo and the United States. With the exceptions of Korea and
Peru, Amnesty has also provided reports about the actions of these
nations.
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oil in the Arctic
Wildlife Preserve.

"It's not true, get it?
None of it. | have
researched the whole
matter thoroughly."

Shrill O’Reilly (The
O’Reilly Raptor

LISTEN NOW
Read More...
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Some men still haven't
learned their lesson.

To Catch A Predator
NBC Wednesday 9/8c
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Putting pork in its
place.
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Back room deals and
bridges to nowhere. It's
pork rolling at its finest.

Congresspedia.

535 articles
and growing.

Read.Discuss.Edit.Fix.
Read More...

Today, Rick lost his
health insurance.

Tomorrow, he'll need
that insurance to save
his life.

Nearly 46 million
Americans are
uninsured. Go to
CoverTheUninsured.org.
Congress won't act until
you do.

Read More...
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All Magnet Manufacturer

flexible, promotional, rare earth, alnico magnets, & magnetic
products

www.magtech.com.hk

Retire Young Retire Rich

A Home Business That Can Retire You In Three To Five Years -
Freedom

www.yourlinktofreedom.com

Pro-American Forums
Discuss politics, patriotism and war in Irag. Over 10,000 members.
www.pro—american.com
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World oil
production is
about to peak;
S0 prices are
headed even

higher.....

Local Solutions
to the Energy Dilemma

Read More...

How long does it
take a Top 500 CEO
to earn your pay?

Try out the CEO pay
calculator.

The results will shock
you!

Read More...
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