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By SARAH DiLORENZO

UNITED NATIONS (AP) - Iran denounced 
U.N. sanctions imposed on its nuclear 
program Saturday, accusing the Security 
Council of double standards for ignoring 
Israel's apparent recent admission of its 
nuclear capabilities.

Speaking after the Security Council 
unanimously adopted the resolution, Iran's 
U.N. ambassador called the sanctions illegal 
and accused Europe and the United States of 
trying to prevent Iran from pursuing peaceful 
nuclear technology.

"A nation is being punished for exercising its inalienable rights," said Javad 
Zarif, accusing the council of acting at the "behest of a dangerous regime 
with aggression and war crimes as its signature brand of behavior," 
referring to Israel.

Earlier this month, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert appeared to abandon 
Israel's long-standing policy of ambiguity on nuclear weapons when he 
listed Israel among countries that possess them. His office maintains his 
comments were misinterpreted.

The sanctions were intended to pressure Iran to suspend uranium 
enrichment, a technology can be used to produce nuclear fuel for civilian 
purposes or for a nuclear bomb. Iran says its program is intended for 
peaceful purposes, while the United States and its European allies suspect 
its ultimate goal is to build a bomb.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry said the government would defy the resolution 
and continue enriching uranium.

"Iran considers the new U.N. Security Council resolution ... an extralegal 
act outside the frame of its responsibilities and against the U.N. Charter," 
the ministry said. "The Iranian nation, relying on its national capabilities 
and within the framework of its rights stipulated in the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty, will continue its peaceful nuclear activities."

Zarif's speech was filled with lists of grievances: allegations of war crimes 
and nuclear irresponsibility by Israel, Iranian proposals he claims were 
ignored by the Europeans and Americans, and crimes against Iran he 
charged were ignored by the Security Council.
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In an emotional moment, Zarif remembered a colleague, Mahdi Vahidi, who 
recently died from cancer he said was caused by chemical weapons used 
by Iraq against Iran during their 1980-88 war. He said the council, because 
it failed to take action against Iraq at the time, "shouldered responsibility" 
for Vihidi's and others' deaths.

Zarif also questioned the sincerity of the Security Council's claim that it 
wanted Iran to suspend enrichment in order to build confidence and trust 
between Iran and the international community.

The United States'"stated objective has always been to use the council as 
an instrument of pressure and intimidation to compel Iran to abandon its 
rights," Zarif said. "Knowing their bright recent history, we can all assume 
what the unstated objective is."

Iran has said it intends to move toward large-scale uranium enrichment 
involving 3,000 centrifuges by late 2006, and then expand the program to 
54,000 centrifuges, which spin uranium gas into enriched material to 
produce nuclear fuel.

Iranian nuclear officials say 54,000 centrifuges would produce enough 
enriched uranium to fuel a 1,000-megawatt reactor, such as the one Iran 
has built with Russian assistance at Bushehr, southern Iran. The reactor is 
due to begin operating next year.

---

Associated Press Writer Ali Akbar Dareini in Tehran contributed to this 
report. 

Google sponsored links

 

University of California - Int'l Relations Masters Degree International 
Development track
irps.ucsd.edu
 
Kissinger is Back - Dr Henry is in DC offering the same advice that didnt 
work before
www.thefirstpost.co.uk
 
Learn With The Experts - Graduate Study in National Security Institute of 
World Politics in DC
www.iwp.edu
 

 

Click here to email this page to a friend  

for Dec.   photo

 • Saudi Arabia Frees 18 
Ex-Gitmo Detainees

 • Israel Settlement Breaks 
Promise to U.S.

 • Palestinians Skeptical About 
Checkpoints   photo

 • Court: Execute Saddam Within 
30 Days   photo

 • Iraq Fugitive Minister Arrives 
in Jordan

 • Mubarak Pledges to Improve 
Democracy

 • Three U.S. Soldiers Killed in 
Iraq

 • Car Bomb at Pakistani Airport 
Wounds 3

 • Egypt Slams Iranian President

 • Cluster Bombs Injure 5 in 
Lebanon

 • In Baghdad, a Christmas 
Patrol

 • Iraqi Christians Celebrate 
Christmas   photo

 • Spokesman: U.S. Troops 
Detain 2 Iranians

 • Few Foreign Pilgrims Travel to 
Bethlehem   photo

 • Suicide Bomber in Iraq Kills 3 
Policemen   photo

 • British Troops Raid Iraqi Police 
Station   photo

 • Israel Court Deliberates 
Hamas Residency

 • 5 Linked to Muslim 
Brotherhood Arrested

 • Veteran Israeli Journalist Uri 
Dan Dies

Copyright 2006 Associated Press. All right reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 
redistributed.

Web   Images   News   Audio   Video
Search Spy
Got Speedbar?Search the Web:    Search   

Yellow Pages | White Pages



Site Map Advertise on Excite Member Info Sign In/Out Company Info Terms of Service Privacy Policy Help

© 2006 IAC Search & Media. All rights reserved.

Excite Deutschland | Excite España | Excite France | Excite Italia | Excite Nederland | Excite Österreich | Excite UK

Partner Sites: Citysearch | CollegeHumor | Pronto | LiveDaily | Garnet Hill | Frontgate | Expedia | Hotels | Hotwire
Fun Web Products | iWon | My Way | Smiley Central


