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A WAR CRIME?
ITN Terry 'killed by U.S.' Boss claims MoD 'cover-up'
By Don Mackay
VETERAN ITN reporter Terry Lloyd may have been killed in Iraq in a 
"war crime" by American forces, his boss claimed yesterday.

And the Defence Ministry in London covered up what happened until 
ITN launched its own investigation, alleged former chief executive 
Stuart Purvis.

Lloyd, 50, was injured in the shoulder when he and his camera team 
were caught in a battle between US and Iraqi troops near Basra as 
the invasion began in 2003.

But the ITN probe discovered he was killed when an American 
helicopter gunship blasted the Iraqi ambulance taking him to hospital.

Mr Purvis told the inquest into Lloyd's death that despite repeated 
requests to then Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon, at first British military
officials held back details.

He said: "I came to the conclusion that the British military knew more 
about what happened at the top level than they were disclosing to us. 
The simple solution was that two ITN journalists went to Basra to try 
to find out."

Finally the military started to co-operate. Mr Purvis told the hearing in 
Oxford: "The situation started to change when the feeling began to 
grow that this was a war crime."

Mr Purvis said Lloyd and his team were working independently and 
were not "embedded" with coalition forces.

He said: "When a journalist is embedded the military take away the 
reporter's freedom of reporting.

"When a journalist is working unilaterally they can choose when to 
move." However, Mr Purvis believed Lloyd was not ahead of the front 
line at the time of his death.

Earlier tearful ITN frontman Sir Trevor McDonald told the hearing he 
learned of Lloyd's plan to cross into Iraq two days earlier.

Sir Trevor said: "He was very anxious to get going. He was a very 
keen journalist and inactivity did not suit him."

He stressed that Lloyd was an "extraordinarily careful" reporter.

"He held the safety of his team above all else. He was not a risk 
taker. He was keen to do his job as well as ensure the safety of 
others."

Lloyd's French cameraman Fred Nerac is still missing. The body of 
Lebanese translator Hussein Osman was found.

Cameraman Daniel Demoustier, driving another vehicle, crashed into 
a ditch and hid until rescued.

Sir Trevor - who identified Lloyd's body - said that when Demoustier 
got back to the ITN base he "was in a state of considerable shock. He
looked very dishevelled, like he had been through a pretty horrifying 
experience.

"It took him some time to collect his thoughts and tell us with as much
clarity as he could what had happened."

The inquest is continuing.
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