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That spray under your arm could be a breast

cancer link
Mar 1 2006

Madeleine Brindley, Western Mail

EXPERTS will today call for more research into a possible link
between deodorants and breast cancer.

Evidence is mounting that an aluminium-based compound
found in common antiperspirant agents can break through the
skin and potentially cause breast cancer.

Once inside the body, it is feared the compounds could mimic
the hormone oestrogen, which is know to affect a woman's risk
of breast cancer.

A review published today in the Journal of Applied Toxicology
calls for further research to evaluate the possibility that this
could increase the risk of getting breast cancer.

In the past few years scientists have found a number of
compounds in the environment which either mimic or interfere
with oestrogen.
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These compounds are normally complex molecules and are
found in many plants, and used in materials like detergents,
pesticides and plastics.

But scientists are realising that a variety of simple metal ions,
including aluminium and cadmium can also bind to the body's
oestrogen receptors and influence their action.

Dr Philippa Darbre, who works in the School of Biological
Sciences, at the University of Reading, and who wrote the
review, said, "Since oestrogen is known to be involved in the
development and progression of human breast cancer, any
components of the environment that have oestrogenic activity
and which can enter the human breast could, theoretically,
influence a woman's risk of breast cancer."

She said aluminium salts in antiperspirants were a major
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source of exposure to aluminium in humans. But because
antiperspirants are sprayed into armpits, exposure to the
aluminium salts in the spray are often inadvertently
concentrated near the breast.

Dr Darbre said that because women often use sprays
immediately after shaving the armpits, when the skin is likely
to be damaged, the skin is less able to keep the aluminium
out. She said, "It is reasonable to question whether this
aluminium could then influence breast cancer."

There are also concerns that smoking introduces cadmium into
the body, which, research has shown, can collect in breast
tissue.

There are indications that this accumulation of cadmium may
also be linked to an increased risk of breast cancer, potentially
showing one of the reasons why smoking could be linked to
this disease.

Dr Darbre said, "Each of these agents on their own may not
have a powerful effect, but we need to see what happens when
a number of them act together. It could be that this would
have a significant effect on diseases like breast cancer.”

Helen Rhys, lead oncology nurse at Welsh cancer charity
Tenovus, said, "These sorts of stories cause a lot of concern for
people who use antiperspirant as part of their daily hygiene
routine.

"But breast cancer is a common and complex disease and there
are a number of recognised risk factors involved.

"The consensus of opinion is that more research is needed in
this area. If women have concerns they should contact their GP
or even phone the Tenovus helpline."

Liz Carroll, head of clinical services at Breast Cancer Care said,
"As the extent to which lifestyle and environmental factors
increase the risk of developing breast cancer is still uncertain
Breast Cancer Care always welcomes new research into this
area, where much still needs to be learnt.

"Research studies to date have found no proven link between
the use of deodorants and the risk of developing breast cancer.
More extensive research in this area is needed to fully
determine whether there is a link, and to enable people to
make a more informed decision about deodorant use.

"We hear from people with breast cancer or breast health
concerns daily through our helpline and website, and know how
research into risk factors for breast cancer can cause anxiety.

"It is important however for all people to be aware that age
remains the single biggest risk factor."

a~ Top | 1+Back | E-mail to a friend | Printable
version

More news from Wales

+ Couple face charges after baby death

+ Nine held in people-trafficking raids

+ I've been humiliated, says wife

+ Wife's affair discovered 'days before trial’

+ Priest is thrown out of court

+ Shirley's killer plans to appeal

+ Welsh man found dead in Far East

+ Kinnock: Don't detach Wales from UK

+ Welsh programme targets unborn babies

+ Investors still prefer shares option

+ Labour savaged over £250,000 'spin-squad’

+ Clark to press ahead with police force mergers

+ Action urged on 'yobs' who attack emergency services
+ Couple in court over baby death

¥ Poet in running for second book prize in a row

+ Goldie Lookin' Chain to follow in footsteps of Tom Jones
+ Katherine only wants to be with the Wales XV

+ Man killed in crash named

More time given for
boy murder quiz

Glitter blames
media for jail term

Cameron issues
election alert

Depot heist: Police
‘find millions"'

Jailed Glitter could
be out in year

more UK news

Useful Links

Farming links
News Messageboard

Arts news
Business news
Football news
RugbyNation news

ALARM STA

Jackpots from
£50,000 to
£1 million

Every week there's a
new £1m jackpot, plus
lots of other CASH
prizes, so there's no
reason to delay, join
our BINGO BOMNAMNZA
today more...

WesternMail ¥ w=""
]
2

[

Whatever the time,
Whatever the place




+ Identity theft on increase
+ Prepare yourself for Robogeddon

+ More news from Wales

Copyright and Trade Mark Notice

© owned by or licensed to Trinity Mirror Plc 2006
™

icWales is a trade mark of Trinity Mirror Plc.

Please read our Terms and Conditions and Privacy Statement
before using this site.

Advertisements

Public Sector Recruitment, Recruitment, Cardiff classifieds, Mortgage protection insurance,
Mortgages,Find it fast Directory ,Car hire,Web Hosting ,Secured Loans ,Road Angel GPS




