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'Herald' Says Justice Scalia Makes 'Obscene 
Gesture' 

By E&P Staff 

Published: March 27, 2006 2:40 PM ET updated 10:00 PM 

NEW YORK Emerging from mass in Boston on Sunday, U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Antonin Scalia made an "obscene gesture" in responding 
to a question from a reporter, according to Monday's Boston Herald. 

A Herald reporter outside the Cathedral of the Holy Cross had asked 
Scalia, 70, if he faces much questioning over impartiality when it comes 
to issues separating church and state. "You know what I say to those
people?" Scalia replied, making the "obscene gesture, flicking his hand 
under his chin," the Herald reported. He explained, "That's Sicilian."

A photographer with The Pilot, the Archdiocese of Boston's newspaper, 
caught the moment. "Don't publish that," Scalia told the photographer,
the Herald said.

The Herald today called it "conduct unbecoming a 20-year veteran of
the country’s highest court - and just feet from the Mother Church’s
altar." 

Later Monday, however, the Associated Press reported that Scalia had 
merely used an Italian hand gesture. "It was a hand off the chin gesture
that was meant to be dismissive," Supreme Court spokeswoman Kathy 
Arberg said.

According to AP: "The sign he used in Boston is frequently used by
Italians to express displeasure with someone - from mild to deep 
irritation. It is done by cupping the hand under the chin and flicking the 
fingers like a backward wave."

The controversy came on the same day that Newsweek reported on a 
tape recording of a March 8 lecture by Justice Scalia in which he 
ridiculed legal claims by detainees of Guantanamo Bay as "crazy." The
Supreme Court is now hearing a challenge to the legality of special 
military tribunals for suspects held at the U.S. prison camp in Cuba.

"War is war, and it has never been the case that when you captured a 
combatant you have to give them a jury trial in your civil courts," Judge 
Scalia said, during the talk at the University of Freiburg in Switzerland, 
according to Newsweek. "Foreigners, in foreign countries, have no
rights under the American Constitution... Nobody has ever thought 
otherwise."

E&P Staff (letters@editorandpublisher.com) 

SAVE | EMAIL | PRINT | MOST POPULAR | RSS  | REPRINTS 

 



Religion News Service 
Promotes Kevin Eckstrom 
to Editor 
NYC Releases 
Recordings of 9/11 
Emergency Calls to 
Families, 'NYT' 
NAA Confab Preview: 
Expect KR/McClatchy 
Chatter 
Photog Who Snapped 
Scalia 'Obscene Gesture' 
Picture Cut Loose by 
Diocese 
FRIDAY'S LINKS: 'Wash 
Post' Radio, 'Chi Tribune' 
Urged to Sell Cubbies, 
and More 
Feds Looking at 
KR/McClatchy Deal 

| This week's top stories

SUBSCRIBE TO EDITOR & PUBLISHER »

Related Articles
 Photog Who Snapped Scalia 'Obscene Gesture' Picture 

Cut Loose by Diocese 
Mar 31, 2006  –  Editor and Publisher

 Editor Embroiled in Legal Battle Over Notes in 
Racketeering Trial  
Jan 12, 2006  –  Editor and Publisher

 Man Who Shot Pregnant Woman Over Letter to Editor to 
Face Murder Charges  
Dec 8, 2005  –  Editor and Publisher

 Revisiting Mob Justice  
Jun 1, 2005  –  Editor and Publisher

 Florida Newspaper Battle Pits Cox vs. The Davidson 
Family  
Dec 9, 2005  –  Editor and Publisher

 View more related articles 

Back to Advanced Search

E&P welcomes your feedback and comments: letters@editorandpublisher.com.
By using this link, you agree to allow E&P to publish your comments on our letters page. To send comments not for publication, please use
our Contact Us page. 

> See letters from readers.

Ethnic Media Rush to Fill 'Viet Mercury' 
Gap 
Three new Vietnamese-language 
newspapers and an online news outlet are 
vying to fill the void left by the closing of the 
San Jose Mercury News' Viet Mercury 
publication, underscoring the vibrancy of 
ethnic media even as mainstream 
newspapers face uncertain futures.

When Computers Do the News, Hoaxes 
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to ensure that press releases pop up next 
to stories from major newspapers when 
users of Google or Yahoo go trolling for 
news. Are these "aggregators" providing
the news - or are they diluting it with the 
fakery, hucksterism, and puffery that affects 
the rest of the Internet?
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announced Friday it is not moving forward 
on plans to launch a free paper in 
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