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Capitol Police Visit Santorum's 
Penn Hills Home 
POSTED: 5:41 pm EDT May 24, 2006 
UPDATED: 6:22 pm EDT May 24, 2006 

PENN HILLS, Pa. -- On Wednesday, Capitol Police 
agent dispatched from Washington spent nearly 90 
minutes doing a security check on Sen. Rick Santorum's 
Penn Hill's house. 

"Why would he call Capitol Police when we have Penn 
Hills police right here? If he's a resident of Penn Hills, 
why didn't he call the Penn Hills police? And for his kids to be in danger? That's a big joke because 
his kids are never in this house," Santorum critic Erin Vecchio said. 

This is the latest twist in Santorum's long-running clash with a local Democratic couple that 
Santorum accuses of trespassing and peeking into windows in a bid to prove he doesn't really live 
there. 

"The fact is, that we never stepped foot on that property. I put a challenge out to Rick, saying that I 
would take a lie detector test if he would take a lie detector test if he ever lived in that house," 
Vecchio said. 

Vecchio is the Penn Hills Democratic 
chairwoman whose husband was quoted in
news reports as saying Santorum's home 
was emptied of furniture and had no 
curtains until days ago. 

The Santorum campaign launched radio 
ads describing the couple as operatives of 
his Democratic opponent Bob Casey, 
stalking the senator's home and children. 

Vecchio was also the Penn Hills School 
Board member who tried to force 
Santorum to repay the district thousands of
dollars it had to pay for his kids' cyber 

schooling. 

"We never went on that property. His whole issue with me is pay back Penn Hills the money that 
you owe us and I'll go away," Vecchio said. 

Santorum's staff said the Capitol Police visit was to ensure the safety and security of the Santorum 
family home. They said, "It is extremely disappointing that because of hardball politics, we have 
come to this." 
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The Casey campaign said Santorum's accusations lack any credibility and that he should repay Penn 
Hills taxpayers tens of thousands of dollars for not living in the district. 

Channel 4 Action News heard neighbors take both sides of the fight. 

Mark Hawkins, a family friend, said. "When Rick's in, not doing his job … this is where is family is.
I mean, this is where he is." 

Neighbor Don Gingery said, "The place has been empty for three or four months." 

"Empty? How do you know?" asked Channel 4 Action News reporter Bob Mayo. 

"I live right here," Gingery said. 

Copyright 2006 by ThePittsburghChannel. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.
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Find Prescreened Contractors In Your 
Neighborhood 

Are you thinking of remodeling, but 
don't know where to start? With a 
few clicks, you can have a list of 
prescreened contractors at your 
fingertips, and you can start that 
project. More 

 
 
Balancing The Caregiver's Burden: Knowing 
When To Seek Support 

Are you caring for an aging parent? 
The tasks involved may soon 
become overwhelming. Learn when 
seeking help can dramatically 
improve your well-being and maybe 
even improve the situation. More 

 
 
Looking For A Loan? Compare Up To 4 
Customized Offers In Minutes 

Take a few minutes to enter some 
information and you can choose 
from a variety of lenders for the 
best deal. More 
 

 
Cook Up Some Fun In The Kitchen With Your 
Kids 

Looking for new ways to spend time 
with your kids? How about getting 
them involved in making a meal? 
More 
 

 
Links We Like includes a selection of information, tools and 
resources from our partners and sponsors.  

Sponsored Links  

Save on All Your Calls with Vonage 
Save 50% on your bill with Vonage unlimited local/long 
distance - $24.99/mo. 
www.vonage.com 

Auto Insurance: Save with Unitrin Direct 
Excellent coverage at low rates. Get a fast, free online 
quote. 
www.unitrindirect.com 

2.75% Fixed Student Loan Consolidation 
70% lower student loan payments - fixed rate, no fees, 
qualify in one minute. 
www.nextstudent.com 

Bad Credit Refinance 
Up to 4 refinance quotes with one form. Serious inquiries 
only please. 
www.nextag.com 

Compare Multiple Insurance Quotes 
NetQuote's fast free online rates. Comparison shop 
nationwide. 
www.netquote.com 

Search for more links: Search


