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Pentagon Is Winner Over CIA

By ELI LAKE - Staff Reporter of the Sun

May 8, 2006

The pending appointment of
General Michael Hayden as
director of the Central
Intelligence Agency will pave
the way for the agency's
emasculation and for the
Pentagon to assume full
authority over paramilitary
operations.

A senior intelligence community
official yesterday said the
director of national intelligence,
John Negroponte, has
indicated "he is willing to give
up covert operations to the
Pentagon.”

The source also pointed out
that the Pentagon has
requested increased budget
authority to prepare for the
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acquisition of the CIA's targeted military operations. The intelligence overhaul of
2004 envisioned that they would remain under the purview of the CIA.

The authority to commission and plan these secret military operations has been a
point of contention since 2004 when Congress and the White House began
reorganizing the intelligence community.

The proposed change would give the Pentagon unfettered authority to plan and
conduct these operations without consulting an intelligence bureaucracy its civilian
leaders have deemed hostile to the president's war policy.

Already, General Hayden's appointment has provoked opposition from members of
Congress from both parties, including some of the president's allies. In an interview
yesterday with The New York Sun, the chairman of the House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence, Peter Hoekstra, a Republican from Michigan, said had
he known Porter Goss was leaving his position as head of the CIA, he would have
included language in the intelligence reauthorization bill prohibiting an active
member of the military from becoming the CIA director.
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