
TV News  | RSS | Blogs | ePaper 12 Av 5766, Sunday, August 6, 2006 5:34 IST | 

Web JPost.com 

Jewish Singles Summer Programs Car Rentals JP Tours JP Store ePaper Christian Edition Advertise with Us

 SERVICES

 Subscribe

 Careers

 Classifieds

 E-mail Edition

 Archives

 Kotel Cam Live

 JPost Mobile

 Toolbar

 Top Headlines

 AllJobs Israel

 Christian Edition

 Youth Magazines

 News Ticker

 Israel Alert

 SECTIONS

 Home

 Headlines

 Israel

 Middle East

 Iranian Threat

 International

 Jewish World

 Blogs

 Cafe Oleh

 Opinion

 Business

 Features

 Magazine

 Arts & Culture

 Real Estate

 Travel & Tourism

 Books

 Sports

 Health & Sci-Tech

 In Jerusalem

 Special Reports

 Q & A

 Audio Programs

 Interactive Map

SPONSORED B
United Jewish Communiti

JPost.com » Jewish World » Jewish News » Article

Mar. 8, 2006 14:44 | Updated Mar. 8, 2006 19:18

Neturei Karta sect pays visit to Iran
By MICHAEL FREUND 

A delegation from the anti-Zionist Neturei Karta sect is 
currently visiting Teheran to meet with senior officials and 
express their support for Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad and his calls to eliminate Israel.  

In a statement to Iran's official IRIB radio, the group called 
for "the disintegration of the Zionist regime" and defended 
the Iranian president, saying that it "is a dangerous 
deviation to pretend that the Iranian president is an anti-
Jewish or anti-Semitic personality."  

They added that they were "upset about the recent ploys, 
propaganda and tensions which have been created by the 
West regarding the statements of the Iranian president 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad about a world free of Zionism, 
since this is nothing more than wishing for a better world 
dominated by peace and calm."  

On Sunday, members of the delegation, headed by Rabbi 
Yisroel Dovid Weiss, met with Iranian Vice-President 
Ahmad Moussavi, who also chairs the Iranian Committee 
in Support of the Palestinian Revolution.  

At the meeting, according to the Iranian news agency 
IRNA, Weiss "praised the 'enlightening' statements of 
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad about the 
Holocaust and said the establishment of a Zionist 
government and occupation of Palestine are contrary to 
the injunctions of Judaism."  

The doctrine of Neturei Karta says Jews cannot use 
human force to establish a Jewish state before the 
coming of the universally accepted messiah.  

The group supports close ties with Arabs, particularly 
Palestinians, and rejects Zionism.  

Ahmadinejad has been widely condemned in the West for 
asserting that the Holocaust is a myth.  

Neturei Karta's leader, Rabbi Moshe Hirsh, escorted by PA police
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This is not the first time that Neturei Karta has come to 
the defense of the Iranian regime. On October 28 of last 
year, the group issued a statement denying that 
Ahmadinejad was anti-Semitic after he called for the State 
of Israel to be dismantled.  

Neturei Karta's leader, Rabbi Moshe Hirsh, considers 
himself a Palestinian Jew. The group has frequently 
participated in pro-Palestinian activities, including a visit to 
the grave of Palestinian Authority chairman Yasser Arafat 
in Ramallah in November. 
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