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Ohio company's voting machines lead election issues
in Maryland

With Maryland facing what could be its most hotly
contested election season ever, it's no surprise that
election-related issues have grabbed the attention of
lawmakers during the 2006 legislative session.

But the biggest election issue, which cuts across party
lines, involves the electronic voting machines of
Ohio-based Diebold that are scheduled to be used by all
Maryland voters this year. With doubts growing about
the reliability of the machines, a campaign to return to
the days of paper ballots, at least for one year, is gaining
momentum in the General Assembly.

Republican Gov. Robert Ehrlich, who approved
purchase of the Diebold Accuvote-TS voting system in
2003, now questions the reliability of the touchscreen
machines.

Many members of the General Assembly share his
concerns, and voting rights activists are keeping up an
attack on the system (ed note: Yea voting rights
activists!), arguing that the machines are vulnerable to
hackers who could manipulate results and that fraud
would be impossible to detect because there are no paper
records that could be used for recounts in disputed
elections.
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She and other proponents of the Diebold system say
the kinds of fraud and manipulation feared by critics
are impossible because of tight security measures
implemented by state and local officials.
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