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Prisoner of Conscience - Ernst Zundel's latest letters from his cell in 
Mannheim, Germany. 

Latest letters from 
Ernst Zundel - Prisoner 
of Conscience 
June 17, 2006

Dear Curt,

This is for your project
– since you are a
“soccer dad, and your
children are active
soccer players, you
may find some of the
enclosed observations
of interest. The
“unexpected” side

effects of soccer in Germany, with the World Cup being hosted here
is truly something to behold. It is a nostalgic time for me, for this is
the first time I have been in my homeland in fifty-two years and my
nation is hosting the World Cup, I am seeing signs of life, pride, and
joy that I haven’t seen among my kin in many years – and it has
everything to do with this soccer phenomenon.

The first and last time I was involved in anything like this was when I
was fifteen years old and the legendary Fritz Walter of Kaiserlautern
was the German team’s captain – which beat Hungary in 1954, we
Germans refer to this victory as “Wunder von Bern,” or the Miracle of
Bern, which by the way recently became the title a best selling book
and box office smash. At the time I can distinctly remember how a
collective sigh of relief of exhaled by 80 million Germans in the east
and west, and millions of Germans in Austria, Switzerland, and
overseas in Canada, America, Argentina, the joy was palpable.

As I am writing this line, I can remember how the victory affected me,
my school chums, siblings – we were elated, transformed actually, by
that game, I can remember that game as if it were played yesterday!
It was if a very heavy weight were lifted from the collective shoulders
of the worlds Germans.

It is difficult for a victor nation like America to relate to Germans and
how this psychically devastating feeling we have embraced, related to
our capitulation and the lies fabricated by the victors. In a small sense
Americans know this feeling as it relates to Vietnam, it was an
unpopular war, the entire population wasn’t behind it, feelings of guilt
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